
 

 

 

 
HERITAGE COUNCIL DETERMINATION 

 

Determination Date 6 June 2024 

Place/Object Name   Avoca Primary School (‘the Place’) 

Location   118 Barnett Street, Avoca, Dja Dja Wurrung Country  

VHR Number   H1622  

Category   Registered Place 

 

DETERMINATION The Heritage Council of Victoria determined on 6 June 2024 that, in 
accordance with section 62 of the Heritage Act 2017 (Vic) ('the Act’), the above Place 
is to be amended in the Victorian Heritage Register (‘VHR’) by: 

• including additional land, so as to comprise all of the place shown hatched on 
Diagram 1622 encompassing all of Crown Allotments 5, 6 and 7 Section 27A 
Township of Avoca: 

 

 
 

• determining categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation 
to the Place for which a permit is not required (‘permit exemptions’) in 
accordance with the Annexure 1. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

The Heritage Council also determined to: 

• amend the name to reflect current listings and naming conventions for Primary 
Schools; and 

• amend the reasons why the Place is included in the VHR based on the Heritage 
Council criteria - specifically to revise the criteria the Place is registered is on 
the basis of Criterion D rather than A. This is to take account of its architectural 
significance (Criterion D). The Place’s historical significance (Criterion A) is 
relevant at a local level. 

BACKGROUND 
The cultural heritage significance of the Avoca Primary School was recognised when it 
was included in the Register of Government Buildings in 1982. Its State-level cultural 
heritage significance was confirmed in 1998, when it was transferred to the Victorian 
Heritage Register. 
On 30 October 2023 the Executive Director made and accepted an application to 
amend the registration of the place to ensure it is consistent with current practices 
under the Act. 

BASIS OF RECOMMENDATION 
The Executive Director recommended that the Heritage Council amend this registration 
in accordance with sub-sections 40(4)(c) (i) and (ii) of the Act. Reasons for this 
recommendation were set out in a Recommendation report (“Recommendation’) 
received by the Heritage Council, in relation to both sub-sections being: 

• If any of the land were developed, there is potential for the development to 
impact upon the school building and substantially reduce the State-level cultural 
heritage significance of the Place. 

• The land proposed for inclusion both is and has been used in conjunction with 
the Avoca Primary School for over 145 years. 

• The inclusion of additional land will ensure that all change is managed through 
an approvals process which is consistent across the entirety of this place and 
would provide certainty for all parties. 

• The current extent is limited to the footprint of the Avoca Primary School and is 
insufficient to protect, conserve and allow for a proper understanding of the 
place. 

• Including an area of land around the buildings will enable potential change 
immediately adjacent to the building (for example, new additions) to be 
managed under a permit process. 

• Inclusion of an area of land around the buildings will also enable works and 
activities that could potentially impact on the conservation of the building, such 
as drainage and paving, to be managed under an approvals process. 

SUBMISSIONS 
No public or authority submissions were received by the Heritage Council in relation to 
this matter. 



 

 

 

COUNCIL’S FINDINGS 
The Heritage Council accepts the Executive Director’s Recommendation and the 
rationale provided in the Recommendation. 
The amendment to include additional land to the current Registration responds to the 
architectural attributes and significance of the School, designed to be viewed in the 
round. The architectural significance meets the threshold of State-level significance. 
The current extent of land is confined. It does not afford sufficient protection of the 
Place. The inclusion of all three of the lots on which the School stands will provide a 
sufficient setting to conserve and manage further development.   
The name of the Place and the reasons why the Place is included in the Register are 
also accepted to be amended in accordance with the Recommendation. 
The proposed categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to 
the Place for which a permit is not required (specific permit exemptions) would not 
harm the cultural heritage significance of the Place.  
 

 
 

 
Professor Philip Goad 
Chair, Heritage Council of Victoria 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 

ANNEXURE 1 – PERMIT EXEMPTIONS   
 
The categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the 
Place for which a permit is not required (‘permit exemptions’) to be included, 
pursuant to section 49(3)(a) of the Heritage Act 2017 (Vic) as follows:  
 

 



 

 

 

 


	Professor Philip Goad

