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Executive Director recommendation to the Heritage Council 

Victorian Heritage Register 

The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria (‘Executive Director’) recommends that the Heritage Council not include 

‘Victory’ house, 742 Geelong Road Canadian in the VHR in accordance with section 49 of the Act by determining:  

 

• That ‘Victory’ house is not of State-level cultural heritage significance and should not be included in the VHR in 

accordance with s.49(1)(b) of the Act. 

• The information presented in this recommendation suggests that ‘Victory’ house may be of potential local 

significance. 

• Under section 49(1)(c)(i) of the Act, the Heritage Council may wish to refer the recommendation and any 

submissions to the relevant planning authority for consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme. 
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Explanatory notes for readers 
Why is ‘Victory’ house being assessed for the Victorian Heritage Register? 

On 26 August 2022 the Heritage Council of Victoria issued an Interim Protection Order (IPO) over ‘Victory’ house 
(being all of the place at 742 Geelong Road Canadian, Ballarat City). In its view: 

• The place may have a prima facie case for inclusion in the Register. 

• There is evidence of an immediate or imminent threat to the above place that may detrimentally affect 
its cultural heritage significance. 

 

The effect of this IPO is to temporarily place ‘Victory’ house in the VHR for 4 months from 26 August 2022, to allow 
the Executive Director to undertake a cultural heritage significance assessment and make a recommendation to the 
Heritage Council. In this report, the Executive Director’s recommends that ‘Victory’ house not be included in the 
VHR. In his view this place is not of State-level cultural heritage significance. A final determination on this matter 
will be made by the Heritage Council. 

 

What land and buildings are being assessed? 

The role of the Executive Director is to assess the area of land that has been defined by the Heritage Council’s IPO 
of 26 August 2022. This covers ‘Victory’ house being all of the property at 742 Geelong Road Canadian, including 
the residence and outbuildings (exteriors and interiors), landscape, garden, trees and other features as well as 
archaeological potential. 

 

What land and buildings are not being assessed? 

It should be noted that the IPO over ‘Victory’ house does not cover the Woah Hawp Canton Mine on Crown land at 
the rear of ‘Victory’ house, nor the former mining landscape of Prince Regent Gully or other individual mines. 
Accordingly, the Executive Director has not assessed these places. 

 

What is the difference between the Heritage Overlay, Victorian Heritage Inventory and Victorian Heritage 
Register? Is ‘Victory’ house already included in any of them? 

Heritage Overlay 

Places of local-level cultural heritage significance may be included in Heritage Overlays within local planning 
schemes. There are over 19,000 places of local-level significance protected by Victoria’s 79 councils in Heritage 
Overlays. This is the most common form of heritage protection in Victoria. At the Planning Delegated Committee 
held on 14 September 2022, the City of Ballarat resolved to seek authorisation to prepare and exhibit a planning 
scheme amendment to include ‘Victory’ house in the Heritage Overlay of its Planning Scheme. An application has 
been made to the Minister for Planning for an Interim Heritage Overlay while an amendment to the planning 
scheme is being prepared for a permanent Heritage Overlay. 

 

Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) 

The Victorian Heritage Inventory is a list of known historical (non-Aboriginal) archaeological sites in the State. 
Owners need approval from Heritage Victoria to disturb them. There are over 6,800 archaeological places included 
in this list. The property at 742 Geelong Road Canadian is included in the VHI (H7622-0464). 

 

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) 

Places and objects of State-level cultural heritage significance may be included in the VHR. This means that they 
tell an important story in the history of Victoria, rather than the history of their local area or region. The benchmark 
or ‘threshold’ for State-level significance is high. There are around 2,320 places included in the VHR. The 
Executive Director in this report recommends that ‘Victory’ house not be included in the VHR. It is his view that the 
place is not of State-level significance but is potentially of local-level significance to the City of Ballarat. 
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The process from here 

1. The Heritage Council publishes the Executive Director’s recommendation (section 41) 

The Heritage Council will publish the Executive Director’s recommendation on its website for a period of 60 days.  

2. Making a submission to the Heritage Council (sections 44 and 45) 

Within the 60 day publication period, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object. 

This submission can support the recommendation, or object to the recommendation and a hearing can be 

requested in relation to the submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are 

available on the Heritage Council’s website: 

https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/ 

3. Heritage Council determination (sections 46 and 49) 

The Heritage Council is an independent statutory body. It is responsible for making the final determination to 
include or not include the place or object in the VHR, or amend a place or object already in the VHR.  

If no submissions are received the Heritage Council must make a determination within 40 days of the publication 
closing date. 

If submissions are received, the Heritage Council may decide to hold a hearing in relation to the submission. If a 
hearing does take place, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 90 days after the completion of 
the hearing.  

4. Obligations of owners of places and objects (sections 42 and 43)  

The owner of a place or object which is the subject of a recommendation to the Heritage Council has certain 

obligations under the Act. These relate to advising the Executive Director in writing of any works or activities that 

are being carried out, proposed or planned for the place.  

The owner also has an obligation to provide a copy of this statement of recommendation to any potential 

purchasers of the place or object before entering into a contract. 

5. Further information 

The relevant sections of the Act are provided at Appendix 1. 

 
  

https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/
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Description 

The following is a description of ‘Victory’ house at the time of the site inspection by Heritage Victoria in September 

2022.  

‘Victory’ house is a single-storey double-fronted weatherboard house built in the Edwardian era. It demonstrates 

features of Victorian, Edwardian and interwar architectural styles. The front façade is of block-fronted timber, there 

is a corrugated iron gable roof and the house faces southeast towards Main Road. There are eight rooms. A 

modest later addition at the rear with skillion roof forms the kitchen. An adjacent small later addition covers the 

northwest verandah and steps leading from that back door. 

Exterior: The front yard comprises a central path starting at a gate in a low timber fence, extending to the 

verandah steps. On either side of the path are rectangular grassed areas. Large cypress trees form a tall hedge 

around the front yard obscuring the house from the street. The verandah is of brick covered with timber decking. A 

blue rectangular transom window above the front door has the word ‘Victory’ spelled in cream coloured lettering. An 

unsealed driveway to the southwest side extends into a spacious back yard covered in grass. The western view 

from the back yard takes in a mature fruit tree and two large mullock heaps. 

Outbuildings: There is one outbuilding at the place. It is a small, detached rectangular outbuilding on the 

northwest side clad in fibre cement sheeting or similar material. There are no other outbuildings in the back yard, 

but there is a concrete slab at the northwest adjacent to the back fence. There is also a concrete slab directly at the 

rear of the house which appears to be a car-parking space.  

Interior: The front door opens onto a corridor of exposed floor boards which extends straight through the house, 

opening onto seven rooms: bedroom 1, bedroom 2, bedroom 3, living room, a utilities room leading to a bathroom, 

dining room, and the kitchen. The utilities room and bathroom have been created by a later division of a single 

room. The house retains floorboards and two older style fire places. Living spaces and bedroom retain dados of 

painted tongue and groove lining boards. All bathroom and kitchen fixtures and fittings are modern, apart from an 

AGA style stove in the kitchen. 

 

Schematic drawing of ‘Victory’ house floorplan (not to scale) (September 2022) 
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Exterior photos 
The Executive Director thanks the current owner and tenant for allowing a site visit and taking photographs.  

  

2022, front of ‘Victory’ house 2022, view of front path from verandah of 

‘Victory’ house  

 

  

2022, front verandah 2022, view between northwest outbuilding (LHS) and back of 

house (RHS) looking towards the front garden 
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2022, exterior of northwest outbuilding looking northwest 2022, southwest back door to kitchen and chimney of the 

dining room 

 

 

2022, detached outbuilding with water tank, add-on verandah, add-on kitchen with fireplace (right to left), concrete slab 

possibly for car-parking (front) 
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2022, rear of ‘Victory’ house 2022, view from back yard over back fence towards mullock 

heaps on former mining landscape  

 

 

 

2022, view of ‘Victory’ house from a Woah Hawp Canton Mine mullock heap at rear 

 

Interior photos 

The Executive Director has provided the Heritage Council with a supplementary confidential document of interior 
photos taken in September 2022 for the purposes of decision making.  
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History 

Ballarat 

The Ballarat region has been the home of the Wadawurrung People for tens of thousands of years. In 1837 the first 

Europeans came to the area. In 1851 the first publicised discovery of gold was recorded, and a gold rush began. 

As news reached the world, Ballarat gained an international reputation as a rich goldfield, and there was a huge 

influx of immigrants, including from Ireland, China, Europe and North America gathering in a collection of makeshift 

towns around the creeks and hills. Canadian Gully was first mined in 1852 and contained some of the Ballarat’s 

richest gold discoveries. This area was a focus of mining for the Chinese community. During the late 1850s, 

Chinese people comprised 20% of the adult male population of Victoria and about 25% of the population in 

Ballarat.1  

Chinese involvement in mining 

Most Chinese miners who arrived on the goldfields took up alluvial mining: extracting gold by dredging deposits 

from waterways. This technique only required a moderate up-front investment and offered relatively quick returns. 

As the gold rush progressed, the easily extracted shallow gold disappeared, and miners and investors created 

companies to fund the expensive infrastructure for underground mining. In Victoria, Chinese people rarely 

established or owned such companies. Underground operations required up-front capital for machinery such as 

steam engines and many Chinese people preferred to keep their finances liquid to send remittances to China and 

fund any return home. Quartz mining was also a longer-term proposition with slower returns over time. There were 

also legislative restrictions on Chinese miners (see ‘Contextual Information’ section). By 1885, around 4,784 

Chinese people in Ballarat were engaged in alluvial mining compared with just over 200 engaged in underground 

quartz mining operations.2  

A residence (miner’s right area no. 5958) 

The land at 742 Geelong Road is located near the quartz mining area of Canadian Gully. During the gold rush, this 
land was occupied as residence area number 5958 under a ‘miner’s right’ which allowed mining and the 
construction of a residence on the same piece of land.3 A plan of c.1882 indicates there was a building on this land 
occupied by a Mr. Hardy. It is unclear whether this was the first residence located on the property. The c.1882 plan 
shows the location of this structure at the front of the block along the main road.4 During the 1890s, the miner’s right 
area was registered to Ah King, a Chinese merchant from Melbourne (1892), and Wing Pock, a Ballarat 
storekeeper (1896). Any nineteenth-century structure which may have been located at the front of the property is 
no longer extant. 
 

 

 

 
1 Geoffrey Serle, The Golden Age: A History of the Colony of Victoria 1851-1861, University of Melbourne Press, 1963, p. 320; 

BDGS, https://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/research-2/chinese . 
2 A Kyi, ‘Unravelling the Mystery of the Woah Hawp Canton Quartz Mining Company, Ballarat’, Journal of Australian Colonial History, 6, 2004, pp. 59-78, p. 59. 
3 Robyn Balinger, History ‘Victory’ House, 742 Geelong Road, Canadian, Prepared for City of Ballarat, 21 June 2022, p.2. 
4 Plan of 112.0.30 applied for on lease under the Gold Mining Leases Regulations by John Moss Davey, App. 606. Source: SLV.c.1882 

https://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/research-2/chinese
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Plan of 112.0.30 applied for on lease under the Gold Mining Leases Regulations by John Moss Davey, App. 606 (c.1882) 

Red arrow shows location of Mr Hardy’s Residence 
 

 
Plan of 112.0.30 applied for on lease under the Gold Mining Leases Regulations by John Moss Davey, App. 606 (c.1882) 

Blue shows ‘Victory’ house cadastral block over Mr Hardy’s block. 
 

 
Plan of 112.0.30 applied for on lease under the Gold Mining Leases Regulations by John Moss Davey, App. 606 (c.1882) 

Red square shows location of Mr Hardy’s house. 

Location of Hardy 

residence as shown 

on c.1882 plan. 
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Wong Chung family moves to Canadian 

Around 1902 James Wong Chung became onsite manager of the adjacent Woah Hawp Canton Mine, when it was 
known as the You Sing Mine. James Wong Chung was the son of Ah Wong Chung (b. Canton 1840) and Mary 
Anne Baker (b. County Cork, Ireland 1845) and married Mary Anne Holderhead in 1896. The couple moved to 
Ballarat after the birth of the first six of their twelve children. Rate books suggest that around 1903-04 the Wong 
Chung family moved into an existing building on site.5 This may have been the Hardy residence shown at the front 
of the site in the c.1882 plan. It also may have been the northwest outbuilding which, according to a mid-twentieth 
century plan drawn by a member of the Wong Chung family, was an old miner’s dwelling (see below).6 Presumably 
the family lived in the structure c.1905-06 during the construction of ‘Victory’ house. This suggests that it was a 
structure not on the footprint of ‘Victory’ house. 

‘Victory’ house and northwest outbuilding 

By 1906 a new residence called ‘Victory’ house was built for James Wong Chung under the miner’s right. The 
family paid for ‘Victory’ house with proceeds of their win on ‘The Victory’ the horse which won the Melbourne Cup in 
1902. The name ‘Victory’ was inscribed into the transom window over the front door. ‘Victory’ house is one of 
hundreds of residences built for Ballarat families from migrant and non-migrant backgrounds in the early twentieth 
century. There are no design features or ornamentation at ‘Victory’ house which are recognisably ‘Chinese’. After 
James Wong Chung and his family moved into ‘Victory’ house in 1905-06, there is documentary and oral history 
evidence that his parents moved into the northwest outbuilding (see below).7  
 

 

 
 

Undated diagram of ‘Victory’ house (c.mid-20th) century drawn by Wong Chung family member (Source Ballinger Report, p.7) 

 

 
5 Ballinger, p. 5. ‘It is likely that the family first moved into the building that was already in existence on the site as the 1904-05 Buninyong Shire rate books show that 

manager James Wong Chung occupied house and land in Canadian ’. 
6 Ballinger, pp.5-7. 
7 Ballinger, pp.5-7: ‘The family recalls the wash house being referred to as “Granny’s’” (Bindy Trembath 2022). It is therefore likely that Ah and Mary Ann Wong 

Chung occupied this structure. 

Structure  

No. 20 
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Visible evidence at the northwest outbuilding (both externally and internally) does not suggest that is a nineteenth-
century structure. It is not possible to ascertain whether there is a nineteenth-century structure contained within the 
northwest outbuilding without undertaking destructive actions such as removing the external and internal cladding. 
There is evidence that the northwest outbuilding was remodelled as a wash house in 1958.8 At the present time, 
there is no evidence of a copper, wooden roof shingles, short sheeted corrugated iron, hessian and paper lining, 
and tubs, which have been described as some of the features of this structure in the key to the mid-twentieth 
century plan drawn by a member of the Wong Chung family (see previous page).  
 
This series of photos shows changes to the northwest outbuilding over time. These may include possible removal, 
replacement or addition of fabric as well as changes to the form. The mid-twentieth century plan identifies a ‘later 
wood shed’ added to the west of the structure. 
 

 

Undated photo of Victory ‘house’ 
showing northwest outbuilding. 

 

1980s photo of Victory ‘house’ 
showing northwest outbuilding. 

 

2022 photo of Victory ‘house’ 

showing northwest outbuilding. 

 
 

 

 

 
8 Ballinger p.8. 
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‘Victory’ house in the early 1900s 

Sometime between 1906 and 1914, James Wong Chung appears to have ceased his role as a mine manager.9  
There is evidence from 1906 that the mine manager was RW Hallett: 
 

The company was formed in Geelong over a year ago with the object of developing the one-time Chinese mine at deeper 
levels... Mr Hallett has been carrying on prospecting work in the old levels, with indifferent results, his experience being 

that the Chinamen had not left any gold behind to warrant any further expenditure in that direction.10 

 
In 1909, 1920 and 1923, rate books describe the structures at the place as ‘a hut’ in addition to ‘a dwelling’.  When 
James Wong Chung died on 4 March 1925, his assets included the residence area under a miner’s right with ‘a 
weatherboard house of six rooms’. At some point after the death of James Wong Chung, the roof line of the house 
was altered to form a single gable roof, with the original bullnose verandah and lace ironwork removed. In 1932-33, 
the kitchen block was demolished, and a skillion roofed kitchen was added to the house. During the 1930s ‘Victory’ 
house accommodated 14 people.11 Members of the Wong Chung family continued to live in ‘Victory’ house until 
2007. The house passed out of the family’s ownership in 2008 after it was sold. The contents of the house, 
including heritage objects from the early twentieth century, were distributed among family members. 

The Wong Chung Family of Ballarat 

Several generations of the Wong Chung family lived at ‘Victory’ house for over 100 years. The family was 
prominent in the trade union movement and labour politics in Ballarat. ‘Victory’ house provided a regular meeting 
place for local residents of Chinese background in Ballarat. The Chung house is remembered by family members 
as a welcoming place where Chinese heritage and culture was celebrated by informal visits and more formal 
gatherings of up to 200 people of Chinese background on an annual basis.12 The history and significance of the 
Wong Chung family in the Ballarat area is explored in Robyn Ballinger’s report of June 2022 prepared for the City 
of Ballarat.13  

  

 

 
9 Robyn Ballinger notes that between these years his profession on the electoral roll changed from ‘mine manager’ to ‘miner’, p.12. 
10 'Mining Intelligence', Geelong Advertiser, 24 July 1906, p.1. 
11 Ballinger, p. 13. 
12 Ballinger, p.15. 
13 See Robyn Ballinger report. 
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Contextual information 
The subject of this assessment is ‘Victory’ house on the at 742 Geelong Road. The extent of land prescribed for 

this assessment does not include the adjacent Woah Hawp Canton Mine. It is useful, however, to understand the 

history of this mine. 

Woah Hawp Canton Mine 

The original lessees of the Woah Hawp Canton claim were Chinese alluvial miners who found quartz on the claim. 
They employed a Chinese quartz miner from Bendigo to provide advice, extracted a substantial amount of gold, 
sold the claim and returned to China.14 At this time there were no laws against Chinese people pegging out a 
quartz claim or taking a lease. Few quartz leases were registered, however, possibly because they had to be 
approved by the local courts who were hostile to such leases and feared a backlash by Europeans.15 Historian 
Andrew Markus has observed Europeans were determined to keep the Chinese out of quartz mining.16 The 
combination of the need for investment capital, the time-consuming nature of quartz mining, as well as antagonism 
towards Chinese miners meant that Europeans dominated the quartz mining industry. 
 
However, three Chinese-owned companies operated underground quartz mines in Ballarat from the 1860s.17 The 
earliest was the Hong King Mine (registered 1861) with a syndicate of 25 Chinese investors. The Woah Hawp 
Canton Mine (registered 1882), adjacent to ‘Victory’ house, was exclusively owned by Chinese investors for a 
period of 19 years. The Woah Hawp Hong Kong Mine (registered 1884) also had wholly Chinese investors. These 
companies were established and operated in the context of legislation which progressively restricted Chinese 
involvement in mining.          

Legal restrictions on Chinese mine labour and ownership 

In 1881, a law was introduced in Victoria prohibiting Chinese labour in European-leased mines.18 This did not affect 
the Chinese-leased mines, which could hire European and Chinese labour. Historian Ralph Birrell notes that 
provisions in the 1897 Mines Act made it difficult for Chinese people and companies from owning mine leases.19 
The combined effect of the 1881 and 1897 laws mean that it became progressively more difficult for Chinese 
people to be named lessees and labourers in Victoria’s gold mining industry, particularly in quartz mining.  
 
The three quartz mines in Ballarat with Chinese lease holders are listed here: 
 

Mine Name Company Name Ownership of Company 

Pre-1881: Chinese people can hold mine leases and employ Chinese and European labour. 

Hong Kong 
Mine 

Hong Kong Quartz 
Mining Company 

1861: Owned by 25 Chinese investors and a European company manager.20 

1881: Legislation prohibiting Chinese labour in European-owned mines. 

Woah Hawp 
Canton 
Mine (known as 

You Hing Mine 
1897-1901) 

Woah Hawp Canton 
Mining Company  

1882: Owned by 41 Chinese investors including a Chinese company manager: 22 from 
Melbourne and 8 from Ballarat, 10 from regional Victoria and one from Launceston. 
Registered office at 86 Little Bourke St.21  

 

 
14 See Ralph Birrell, Staking a Claim; Gold and the Development of Victorian Mining Law, MUP, 1998, p. 89; Kathryn Cronin, Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early 

Victoria, Melbourne University Press, 1982, p.85. 
15 Ralph Birrell, p.85. 
16 Andrew Markus, Fear and Hatred: Purifying Australia and California 1850-1901, Hale and Iremonger, Sydney 1979, p. 74. 
17 See A Kyi, ‘Unravelling the Mystery of the Woah Hawp Canton Quartz Mining Company, Ballarat’. 
18 See Kathryn Cronin, Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early Victoria, Melbourne University Press, 1982, p.127. 
19 Ralph Birrell, p.89.  
20 A Kyi, p. 68. 
21 Victorian Government Gazette, 27 January 1882, p. 208; 3 February 1882 p.303. 
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1897: Ownership transferred to the You Hing Quartz Mining Company with 10 Chinese 
investors, 9 from Melbourne, 1 from Ballarat. Registered office at 204 Little Bourke St.22 

1881: Legislation which prohibited Chinese labour in European-owned mines.  

1897: Legislation makes it difficult for Chinese people to be lease holders of mines. 

Effect of both means is difficult for Chinese people to remain in the mining industry as labourers or mine lessees. 

  Woah Hawp Canton: Mixed Chinese and European Ownership 

1901: Ownership transferred to a company of Chinese and European investors, and 
name reverts to Woah Hawp Canton. 

1905-06: ‘Victory’ house constructed 

  Woah Hawp Canton: Complete European Ownership  

1908: Company (Woah Hawp Canton Mines) registered to 7 Europeans from 
Geelong.23 Registered office Ryrie Street, Geelong. 

1914: Company ceased operation.24 

Woah Hawp 
Hong Kong 

Woah Hawp Hong 
Kong Gold Mining 
Company 

1884: Wholly owned by 7 Chinese investors, 3 from Ballarat, 4 from Melbourne. 
Company manager was Chinese. Registered office at 96 Little Bourke Street.25 

Other ‘Woah Hawp’ Mines in Ballarat 

At least six other gold mining companies adopted the name ‘Woah Hawp’ for their mines in Ballarat, some near the 
Woah Hawp Canton (see list below).  
 
1) North Woah Hawp Mine (established 1883) 
2) South Woah Hawp Mine (established 1889) 
3) Woah Hawp No.2 Mine (established 1905) 
4) Woah Hawp Central Mine (established 1905) 
5) Woah Hawp Consols Mine (established 1909) 
6) Tower Hill Woah Hawp Mine (established 1909). 
 
It should be noted that no investors and company managers named in the Victorian Government Gazette were 
Chinese.26  

Other quartz mines in Victoria with Chinese involvement 

Although not critical to a heritage assessment of ‘Victory’ house at a State-level, research to ascertain the degree 

of Chinese involvement (labour and ownership) in quartz mines across Victoria, and in areas such as Bendigo 

which also had a substantial Chinese population, could be of interest. Bendigo was Victoria's premier quartz mining 

centre having produced over 22 million ounces of gold between 1851 and 1954 through 5,500 gold mining 

companies.27  

 

  

 

 
22 Victorian Government Gazette, 17 May 1897. 
23 Victorian Government Gazette, 70, 10 June 1908, p. 2985 
24 Victorian Government Gazette, 184, 16 December 1914, p. 5676. 
25 Victorian Government Gazette 29, 7 March 1884 p .723. 
26 See Victorian Government Gazette. 
27 See VHR Statement of Significance, Central Deborah Company Gold Mine, VHR H1841. 
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Images 

 

Area leased for the Woah Hawp Canton Goldmine from 1882 (identified by a circle at the rear portion of Crown Allotment 14). 

‘Victory’ house is on Crown Allotment 14C, Section 14 (identified by a black arrow)  

[Source: Ballarat Parish Plan 1973, Reproduced from Robyn Ballinger, History ‘Victory’ house, 742 Geelong Road, Canadian, 
Prepared for the City of Ballarat, 2022.] 

 

 

‘Victory’ house’s approximate location (identified with a black arrow) as part of Mining Division 3 of Ballarat. It is on the edge 

of the Woah Hawp Canton goldmine. 

[Source: Allan nd, PROV, Reproduced from Robyn Ballinger, History ‘Victory’ house, 742 Geelong Road, Canadian, 
Prepared for the City of Ballarat, 2022.] 
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Photo of back yard from realestate.com (2012) [accessed 20 September 2022] 

 

Photo of rear of house from realestate.com (2017) [accessed 20 September 2022] 
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Aerial photo from realestate.com (2017) [accessed 20 September 2022] 
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Photo of living room from realestate.com (2008) [accessed 20 September 2022] 

 

Photo of dining room from realestate.com (2008) [accessed 20 September 2022] 
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Further information 

Relevant Authority City of Ballarat 

Heritage Overlay At the Planning Delegated Committee held on 14 September 2022, the City of 
Ballarat resolved to seek authorisation to prepare and exhibit a planning scheme 
amendment to include ‘Victory’ house in the Heritage Overlay of its Planning 
Scheme. An application has been made to the Minister for Planning for an Interim 
Heritage Overlay while an amendment to the planning scheme is being prepared for 
a permanent Heritage Overlay. 

Other Overlays None. 

Other Listings None.  

Other Names NA 

Date of construction 1905-06 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

Architectural style Edwardian (Federation) 

Traditional Owner Information 

‘Victory’ house is located on the traditional land of the Wadawurrung people. Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 

2006, the Registered Aboriginal Party for this land is the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation. 

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register 

‘Victory’ house is not included in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register nor is it located in an area of Aboriginal 

cultural heritage sensitivity. 

Integrity  

The integrity of the place is very good. The cultural heritage values of the place can be easily read in the extant 

fabric. (September 2022).   

Intactness  

The intactness of the place is good. After 1925 the roof line was altered to form a single gable roof, with the original 

bullnose verandah and lace ironwork removed. In 1932-33, the kitchen block was demolished, and a skillion roofed 

kitchen was added to the house. There have been some changes to the internal configuration of the house. The 

northwest outbuilding is clad in modern fibre cement sheeting. (September 2022).    

Condition  

The condition of the house is good. (September 2022).   

Note: The condition of a place or object does not influence the assessment of its cultural heritage significance. A 

place may be in very poor condition and still be of very high intactness and integrity. Conversely, a 

place/object/object integral may be in excellent condition but have poor intactness and integrity. 
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Statutory requirements under section 40. 

Terms of the recommendation (section 40 (3)(a)) 

The Executive Director recommends that ‘Victory’ house is not included in the VHR. 

Information to identify the place or object (section 40(3)(b)) 

Name: ‘Victory’ house 

Address: 742 Geelong Road, Canadian 

Location diagram (section 40(3)(b)) 
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Reasons for the recommendation, including an assessment of the 

State-level cultural heritage significance of place/object/object 

integral (section 40(3)(c)) 

Following is the Executive Director's assessment of the place against the tests set out in The Victorian Heritage 

Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines. A place or object must be found by the Heritage Council to meet Step 

2 of at least one criterion to meet the State level threshold for inclusion in the VHR. 

CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history.  

Step 1: Test for satisfying Criterion A  

The place/object has a CLEAR ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom 

or way of life in Victoria’s cultural history. 

plus 

The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources or oral history. 

plus 

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to 

Victoria. 

Executive Director’s Response 

‘Victory’ house has a clear association with the following historical phases, processes and themes listed in 

Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes (2010): 

2.5 Migrating and making a home 

• ‘Victory’ house is the home of a Chinese migrant family who built a home. 

4.5 Gold mining 

• ‘Victory’ house is associated with gold mining, being the manager’s residence at a gold mine. 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

• ‘Victory’ house was built as the home for people in Victoria in the early 1900s. 

8.5 Building Community Life/Preserving traditions and commemorating 

• ‘Victory’ house is the home of a Chinese migrant family who made a home which became a central meeting 

place for the Chinese community in Ballarat in the early to mid-twentieth century. 

Evidence: These associations are variously evident in the fabric of the place, documentary evidence and oral 

history. 

Importance: These historical phases, processes and themes are of historical importance, having made a strong or 

influential contribution to Victoria. 

Step 1 of Criterion A is likely to be satisfied. 
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Step 2: State Level significance test for Criterion A  

The place/object allows the clear association with the event, phase etc. of historical importance to be 

UNDERSTOOD BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA WITH SUBSTANTIALLY 

THE SAME ASSOCIATION. 

Executive Director’s Response 

2.5 Migrating and making a home 

‘Victory’ house does not allow an association with the migration of Chinese people and the process of making a 

home in Victoria to be better understood than most other places or objects with the same association. It is one of 

an unknown number of residences built for and/or lived in by Chinese people across Victoria in the early twentieth 

century. There is no key historical event of Victoria that occurred at this place related to Chinese (or other) people. 

There are no design features or ornamentation at ‘Victory’ house which are recognisably ‘Chinese’.  

4.5 Gold mining 

4.5a) ‘Victory’ house does not allow an association with gold mining/underground quartz mining to be clearly 

understood better than most other places or objects with the same association in Victoria. The process of quartz 

mining is arguably best represented by quartz mines, of which there are several in the VHR. ‘Victory’ house was 

not the original miner’s hut/residence at this place. 

4.5b) It is not possible to draw a conclusion as to whether the northwest outbuilding encases a nineteenth-century 

structure (such as a miner’s residence) and/or how much fabric from any former structure may be extant. The 

visible evidence (both externally and internally) does not suggest that the northwest outbuilding is a nineteenth-

century structure. It is not possible to ascertain whether there is a nineteenth-century structure contained within the 

northwest outbuilding without undertaking destructive actions such as removing the external and internal cladding.  

The Executive Director is of the view that the significance of the northwest outbuilding is best assessed under 

Criterion C which applies to the assessment of fabric which is not visible. 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians  

‘Victory’ house does not allow an association with making homes for Victorians in the early 1900s to be better 

understood than most other places or objects with the same association. The house is of interest as a manager’s 

residence at a gold mine in Ballarat which accommodated six generations of one family. 

8.5 Building Community Life/Preserving traditions and commemorating 

‘Victory’ house does not allow an association with the building of Chinese community life and the preservation of 

Chinese traditions Chinese people in Victoria to be better understood than most other places or objects with the 

same association (see comparative examples). It is of interest as a residence for six generations of the same 

Chinese family who participated in the local cultural and political life of Ballarat. It is of interest as a local social and 

cultural hub for the Chinese people of Ballarat in the early to mid-twentieth century. 

Criterion A is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 
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CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural 

history. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion B 

The place/object has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom or 

way of life of importance in Victoria’s cultural history. 

plus 

The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources or oral history. 

plus 

R1: The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, being one of a small number of places/objects remaining that 

demonstrates the important event, phase etc. 

or 

R2: The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, containing unusual features of note that were not widely 

replicated 

or 

R3: The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates the important event, phase etc is ENDANGERED 

to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on such places/objects. 

Executive Director’s Response 

‘Victory’ house has a clear association with the following historical phases, processes and themes listed in 

Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes (2010): 

2.5 Migrating and making a home 

• ‘Victory’ house is the home of a Chinese migrant family who built a home. 

4.5 Gold mining 

• ‘Victory’ house is associated with gold mining, being the manager’s residence at a gold mine. 

6.7 Making homes for Victorians 

• ‘Victory’ house was built as the home for people in Victoria in the early 1900s. 

8.5 Building Community Life/Preserving traditions and commemorating 

• ‘Victory’ house is the home of a Chinese migrant family who made a home which became a meeting place 

for the Chinese community in Ballarat in the early to mid-twentieth century. 

Evidence: These associations are variously evident in the fabric of the place, documentary evidence and oral 

history. 

Rarity and uncommonness tests: 

Test R1: The place is rare or uncommon, being one of a small number of places/objects remaining that 
demonstrates the important event, phase etc. 

2.5 Migrating and 
making a home  

 

‘Victory’ house is not one of a small number of places remaining that demonstrates 
the migration of Chinese people and the process of making a home. 

4.5 Gold mining ‘Victory’ house is not one of small number of places in Victoria with an association 
with goldmining.  
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6.7 Making homes for 
Victorians 

‘Victory’ house is not one of a small number of places remaining that demonstrates 
the process of home building and making of people in Victoria in the early-twentieth 
century. 

8.5 Building Community 

Life/Preserving traditions 
and commemorating 

‘Victory’ house is not one of a small number of places remaining that demonstrates 
the creation of a community meeting place for Chinese migrants. 

 

Test R2: The place/object is rare or uncommon, containing unusual features of note that were not widely 
replicated. 

Unusual features • ‘Victory’ house does not contain unusual features in its fabric. It is 
architecturally unremarkable and demonstrates no unusual design features 
for a house built in Ballarat or other parts of Victoria in 1905-06. The place 
has typical rather than unusual features. 

• The northwest outbuilding is clad in modern fibre cement sheeting. Any 
unusual features in any underlying structures are not currently visible.  

The Executive Director is of the view that the significance of the northwest 
outbuilding is best assessed under Criterion C which applies to the assessment of 
fabric which is not visible. 

Of note NA 

Not widely replicated NA 

 

Test R3: The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates the important event, phase etc is 
endangered to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on such places/objects. 

2.6 Migrating and 
making a home  

 

The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates ‘migration and making 
a home’ is not endangered to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on 
such places/objects. There are many places and objects that demonstrate 
‘migration and making a home’, and ‘Chinese people ‘migrating and making a 
home’. 

4.5 Gold mining The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates ‘gold mining’ is not 
endangered to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on such 
places/objects. There are many places and objects that demonstrate ‘gold mining’. 

6.7 Making homes for 
Victorians 

The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates ‘making homes for 
Victorians’ is not endangered to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on 
such places/objects. There are many homes from the early 1900s still in existence. 

8.5 Building Community 
Life/Preserving 
traditions and 
commemorating 

The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates ‘building community 
life/preserving traditions and commemorating’ is not endangered to the point of 
rarity due to threats and pressures on such places/objects. There are many places 
and objects that demonstrate various cultural groups’ ‘building community 
life/preserving traditions and commemorating’ Chinese people’s ‘building 
community life/preserving traditions and commemorating’. 
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Step 1 of Criterion B is not likely to be satisfied. 

A note on the rarity/uncommonness of the Woah Hawp Canton Mine: 

‘Victory’ house is associated with the Woah Hawp Canton Mine and was built as the manager’s residence.  

The Woah Hawp Canton Mine is uncommon in Victoria as a quartz mine leased to a registered company (in 

1882) comprised entirely of Chinese investors including a Chinese company manager. But it was not the only 

one. The Woah Hawp Hong Kong Gold Mine was leased to a registered company (in 1884) comprised entirely of 

Chinese investors including a Chinese company manager. The Hong Kong Mine was leased to a registered 

company (in 1861) comprised entirely of Chinese investors including a European company manager. 

The Woah Hawp Canton Mine is not the subject of this cultural heritage assessment. The Executive Director’s 

view is that that a claim of rarity related to the cultural heritage values of the Woah Hawp Canton Mine, is reliant 

on the values which may be expressed at the mine itself, rather than ‘Victory’ house. 

Any claim of rarity would depend on too many qualifiers and ultimately pertain to the mine. 

For reference, the intactness and integrity of the Woah Hawp Canton Mine is relatively low. The fabric consists of 

large mullock heaps and underground mine shafts (not visible) and some flat ledges possibly indicating the 

placement of buildings or machinery. No other built fabric remains at the mine. 

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Victoria’s 

cultural history. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion C 

The:  

• visible physical fabric; &/or  

• documentary evidence; &/or  

• oral history, 

relating to the place/object indicates a likelihood that the place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE of historical 

interest that is NOT CURRENTLY VISIBLE OR UNDERSTOOD. 

plus 

From what we know of the place/object, the physical evidence is likely to be of an INTEGRITY and/or CONDITION 

that it COULD YIELD INFORMATION through detailed investigation. 

Executive Director’s Response 

Archaeological potential  

The place has the potential to contain historical archaeological features, deposits (including sub-floor) and artefacts 

associated with the construction and occupation of: 

 

The former residence, occupied by Edward Hardy (c.1882-c.1889) 

The place has moderate potential to contain evidence of Mr Hardy’s residence identified in a c.1882 plan (structure 

no longer extant). This physical evidence is not currently visible or understood, is of historical interest, and could 

yield information through detailed investigation. 
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‘Victory’ house 1906-2012, occupied by the Wong Chung family 

The site has high potential to contain archaeological evidence relating to the occupation period of ‘Victory’ house 

including demolished outbuildings, wash closets, garden features, and fence lines. This physical evidence is not 

currently visible, is of historical interest or understood, and could yield information through detailed investigation. 

 

Fabric at the northwest outbuilding 

Documentary evidence and oral history indicate that there may be a nineteenth-century structure (miner’s hut) 

concealed under the modern fibre cement sheeting (see diagram of ‘Victory’ house c.mid-twentieth century drawn 

by Wong Chung family member reproduced earlier in this report). The visible evidence (both externally and 

internally) does not suggest that the northwest outbuilding is a nineteenth-century structure. It is not possible to 

ascertain whether there is a nineteenth-century structure contained within the northwest outbuilding without 

undertaking destructive actions such as removing the external and internal cladding. The degree of extant fabric, 

integrity and condition of any nineteenth-century remnants is unclear. That said, any physical evidence is of 

historical interest or understood, and could yield information through detailed investigation. 

Step 1 of Criterion C is likely to be satisfied. 

Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion C 

The knowledge that might be obtained through investigation is likely to MEANINGFULLY CONTRIBUTE to an 
understanding of Victoria’s cultural history. 

Plus 

The information likely to be yielded from the place/object is not already well documented or readily available from 
other sources. 

Executive Director’s Response 

The former residence, occupied by Edward Hardy (c.1882-c.1889) 

Archaeological remains of miner’s huts on Victoria’s goldfields are commonplace. There are also a number of 

extant miner’s huts and residences (standing buildings) in Victoria whose fabric is visible. 

‘Victory’ house 1906-2012, occupied by the Wong Chung family 

It is unlikely that the potential archaeology is of a State-level significance as twentieth-century residential artefact 

deposits are typically of low archaeological value. Whole and unique objects relating to the Wong Chung family are 

likely to have been retained by the family upon the sale of the property in 2008, meaning the sub-floor deposits (if 

present) will be small, and fragmented and may contribute somewhat to our understanding of twentieth-century 

Chinese life. Similar deposits have been excavated in Melbourne CBD.  

Fabric at the northwest outbuilding 

Any information likely to be yielded through the investigation of the concealed fabric is already well documented 
and readily available from other sources and would not meaningful contribute to Victoria’s cultural history. 
 
Criterion C is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 
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CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural 

places and objects. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion D 

The place/object is one of a CLASS of places/objects that has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, 

process, function, movement, important person(s), custom or way of life in Victoria’s history. 

plus 

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to 

Victoria. 

plus 

The principal characteristics of the class are EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object. 

Executive Director’s Response 

Class ‘Victory’ house is 
one of a class of 
places/objects 
that has a clear 
association with 
the phase, 
process etc. 

The phase, 
process etc 
is of 
historical 
importance, 
having made 
a strong or 
influential 
contribution 
to Victoria. 

The principal characteristics of the class are evident in the 
fabric of the place. 

Migrant’s home 

Has an association with 
the phase, process etc 
2.7 Migrating and 
making a home 

Yes Yes No 

There is nothing in the fabric of the place which 
demonstrates that it was built by migrants. This 
history is strongly evident in documentary sources 
and oral evidence. 

Gold mine manager’s 
residence 

Has an association with 
the phase, process etc 
4.5 Gold mining 

Yes Yes No  

'Victory' house (the main residence) was the home of 
a mine manager. Its location near the mine speaks to 
this association. But there is no physical evidence 
(special features or objects) in the fabric of the house 
to demonstrate this. The use of ‘Victory’ house as a 
mine manager’s residence is evident in documentary 
sources and oral evidence. 

Miner’s hut 

Has an association with 
the phase, process etc 
4.5 Gold mining 

  See Criterion C 

There is documentary evidence that the northwest 
outbuilding may contain nineteenth-century structure 
(miner’s hut). It is unclear what if any principal 
characteristics of a miner’s hut may be extant under 
the modern fibre cement sheeting.  

The Executive Director is of the view that the 
significance of the northwest outbuilding is best 
assessed under Criterion C which applies to the 
assessment of fabric which is not visible. 
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Place of community 
gathering 

Has an association with 
8.5 Building Community 
Life/Preserving 
traditions and 
commemorating 

Yes Yes No 

This house was used as a place of community 
gathering for the local Chinese community in Ballarat 
in the early to mid-twentieth century. This history is 
strongly evident in documentary sources and oral 
evidence. There is nothing evident in the fabric of the 
place which demonstrates this use to the visitor, 
above and beyond the expected layout and features 
of a family home. 

Edwardian residences 

Has an association with 
6.7 Making homes for 
Victorians 

Yes Yes Yes 

‘Victory’ house is a single-storey era double-fronted 
weatherboard house built in the Edwardian era. It 
demonstrates a mixture of features of Victorian, 
Edwardian and interwar architectural styles. 

Step 1 of Criterion D is likely to be satisfied for the class ‘Edwardian residences’. 

Step 2: State Level Significance Test Criterion D 

The place/object is a NOTABLE EXAMPLE of the class in Victoria (refer to Reference Tool D). 

Executive Director’s Response 

Under the definitions provided in Reference Tool D, ‘Victory’ house cannot be considered as a notable example of 

its class because it is not a fine, pivotal or influential example:  

Class The principal characteristics of 
the class are evident in the fabric 
of the place. 

Is this a notable example of its class in Victoria being fine, 
influential or pivotal? 

Edwardian 
residences 

Has an association 
with 6.7 Making homes 
for Victorians 

Yes 

 

‘Victory’ house is not a notable example of an Edwardian 
house. It demonstrates characteristics of an altered 
Edwardian-era house, including features of Victorian, 
Edwardian and interwar architectural styles. It is 
architecturally unremarkable and does not exhibit any 
fine, influential or pivotal features. The house has some 
features that are typical of a late Victorian dwelling, for 
example the block-fronted timber front façade and the 
tripartite window form with coloured glass side lights 
around the front door. The Victorian cast iron verandah 
decoration was removed after 1925. It has much in 
common with hundreds of similar houses in Ballarat built 
for local families. It is reasonably intact but not unusually 
so for the era, or to a greater degree than other 
examples in the class.   

Criterion D is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 
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CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion E 

The PHYSICAL FABRIC of the place/object clearly exhibits particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Executive Director’s Response 

‘Victory’ house exhibits particular characteristics of an altered Edwardian-era house, including features of Victorian, 

Edwardian and interwar architectural styles.  

Step 1 of Criterion E is likely to be satisfied. 

 

Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion E 

The aesthetic characteristics are APPRECIATED OR VALUED by the wider community or an appropriately-related 
discipline as evidenced, for example, by: 

• critical recognition of the aesthetic characteristics of the place/object within a relevant art, design, architectural 
or related discipline as an outstanding example within Victoria; or 

• wide public acknowledgement of exceptional merit in Victoria in medium such as songs, poetry, literature, 
painting, sculpture, publications, print media etc. 

Executive Director’s Response 

The aesthetic characteristics of ‘Victory’ house are not appreciated or valued by the wider community or an 

appropriately-related discipline as evidenced, for example, by critical recognition within a relevant art, design, 

architectural or related discipline as an outstanding example within Victoria; or wide public acknowledgement of 

exceptional merit in Victoria in medium such as songs, poetry, literature, painting, sculpture, publications, print 

media etc. 

Criterion E is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 

CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 

a particular period. 

Step 1: A Test for Satisfying Criterion F 

The place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE that clearly demonstrates creative or technical ACHIEVEMENT 

for the time in which it was created. 

plus 

The physical evidence demonstrates a HIGH DEGREE OF INTEGRITY. 

Executive Director’s Response 

‘Victory’ house does not contain physical evidence that clearly demonstrates creative or technical achievement for 

the time in which it was created. It is a typical example of a family home which possesses standard design and 

construction techniques for the early 1900s. 

Step 1 of Criterion F is not likely to be satisfied. 
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CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular present-day community or cultural 

group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.  

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion G 

Evidence exists of a community or cultural group. 

(A community or cultural group is a group of people who share a common interest, including an experience, 

purpose, belief system, culture, ethnicity or values.) plus 

Evidence exists of a strong attachment between the COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP and the place/object in 

the present-day context. plus 

Evidence exists of a time depth to that attachment. 

Executive Director’s Response 

Criterion Test ED’s Response 

Evidence exists of a community or cultural group. Yes - The Chinese community of Ballarat. 

Evidence exists of a strong attachment between the 

community or cultural group and the place/object in 

the present-day context. 

Yes - A strong attachment to ‘Victory’ house has been expressed by 

sections of the Chinese community of Ballarat. 

Evidence exists of a time depth to that attachment. Yes - There is evidence that ‘Victory’ house was used as a place for 

the Chinese community of Ballarat to gather from the early to mid-

twentieth century. 

Step 1 of Criterion G is likely to be satisfied. 

 

Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion G 

Evidence exists that the social value resonates at a State Level, that is across the ‘broader Victorian community’. 

Plus 

Evidence exists that the social value is part of an event or story that contributes to ‘Victoria’s identity. 

Executive Director’s Response 

A note on Internet posts: The global reach of the Internet means that social media posts have a reach across the state, 

crossing local, national and international boundaries. This is different from whether the social value itself resonates across the 

broader Victorian community. An online report may be widely available on the Internet, but the content may relate to local or 

family level significance. 

State-level Test ED’s Response 

Evidence exists that the social value is part of an event or 

story that contributes to ‘Victoria’s identity. 

Yes 

Evidence exists that the social value resonates at a State 

Level, that is across the ‘broader Victorian community’. 

The overwhelming majority of online English language 

commentary relates to the significance of ‘Victory’ house 

within Ballarat’s Chinese history community. See examples 

below. On Facebook, responses and comments are minimal. 

 

Criterion G is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 
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Examples of online English language commentary related to social significance (accessed 26-29 Sept 2022) 

 

 
 

No comments were posted in response to this post. 
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No comments were posted in response to this post. 
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Kate Bagnall’s reference to ‘Chinese 

leaders’ refers links to the ABC Ballarat 

article of 15 September 2022 (below) 

referring to leaders of the Ballarat 

Chinese community. 
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Chinese language commentary online related to social significance (4-5 October 2022) 

 

A Google search for ‘Victory’ house in Chinese has resulted in the articles below [3 September 2022]: 

 

‘ABC Chinese’ online news article: 

https://www.abc.net.au/chinese/2022-08-15/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-

/101329556  

 

This is a translation the ABC Ballarat online English news article: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-11/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-

/101323894  

 

It is also posted on ABC Chinese Facebook page. There are 8 ‘likes’ and no comments. The search term 胜利之家 

(‘Victory’ house) reveals no other Chinese language discussion on Facebook. 

 

There is no mention of ‘Victory’ house on SBS Chinese website. 

 

Yeeyi online news article 

https://yeeyi.com/news/details/1631076/ 

This is a reposting of the above ABC news article. The volume of traffic of the webpage cannot be checked. 

 

AusToday 

http://austoday.com.au/thread-601151-1-1.html 

Chinese forum. There have been no replies to the post, and the volume traffic of the webpage cannot be checked. 

 

Translation 
On Wednesday night, the City Council of Ballarat, Victoria, voted again on the ‘‘Victory’ house’, a century-old 

Chinese heritage site, overturning the previous resolution for demolition and reconstruction, and unanimously 

passed the application for permanent heritage protection for the building…. Charles Zhang, chairman of the 

Ballarat Australian Chinese Cultural Association, told reporters that at the meeting on Wednesday night, 10 

representatives who supported the protection of the ‘‘Victory’ house’ took turns to speak, expounding the 

importance of the building to Ballarat and Australia from various angles. Historical significance and letters of 

support read from National Trust Australia and Heritage Victoria…. Zhang sent an email to the current homeowner 

on Thursday to inform the result of the meeting and once again expressed his purchase intention. However, as of 

press time, the other party has not responded…. Zhang expressed his gratitude to readers and friends. Australia 

Today ‘Thanks for everyone's support, we have such a good start. Because of everyone's participation, we can 

witness history together and make history!’ He said, ‘I hope everyone can continue to support, participate, and 

witness the victory together. Home' to become the Ballarat Chinese Historical and Cultural Centre’. 

 

Chinese language social media 

As of 24 October 2022, has been one mention of ‘Victory’ house on WeChat (a popular social media platform 

based in mainland China) and no mentions on a similar platform Little Red Book. 

 

  

https://www.abc.net.au/chinese/2022-08-15/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-/101329556
https://www.abc.net.au/chinese/2022-08-15/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-/101329556
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-11/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-/101323894
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-11/ballarat-victory-house-chinese-goldfield-significant-demolition-/101323894
https://yeeyi.com/news/details/1631076/
http://austoday.com.au/thread-601151-1-1.html
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CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in Victoria’s history. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion H 

The place/object has a DIRECT ASSOCIATION with a person or group of persons who have made a strong or 

influential CONTRIBUTION to the course of Victoria’s history. 

plus 

The ASSOCIATION of the place/object to the person(s) IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history. 

plus 

The ASSOCIATION:  

• directly relates to ACHIEVEMENTS of the person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or  

• relates to an enduring and/or close INTERACTION between the person(s) and the place/object. 

Executive Director’s Response 

‘Victory’ house has a direct association with the Chinese community of Ballarat. 

‘Victory’ house has a direct association with the Wong Chung family of Ballarat, the trade union movement of 

Ballarat and the Chinese community of Ballarat. The primary influence of the Chinese community of Ballarat has 

been within the Ballarat region, rather than expressed across Victoria. 

Step 1 of Criterion H is not likely to be satisfied. 
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Comparisons 
These places demonstrate similar historical themes and classes of place to ‘Victory’ house. 

Chinese migration and culture 

The following State registered places and objects reflect the theme of Chinese migration and culture. A more 
comprehensive list of places and objects with Chinese historical associations may be found at: 
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/about-us/news/news-stories/chinese-heritage-in-the-victorian-heritage-register-vhr 
 

See Yup Society Temple, South Melbourne (VHR H0219) 

The See Yup Society Temple (1860s) is of cultural heritage 
significance to Victoria. It was the most important centre of 
Chinese worship in the nineteenth century and continues to 
operate as a temple. The building group, unique in Victoria 
is historically and architecturally important as an 
outstanding work by architect George Wharton. It is notable 
for the axial and spatial qualities and the successful fusion 
of classical with traditional Chinoiserie details and statuary. 
The second memorial hall building was constructed in 1901 
to designs by Harold Desbrowe Annear.  

 

Loong, Chinese Dragon, Bendigo (VHR H2120) 

Loong, Chinese Dragon, is of historical and social 
significance to the State of Victoria for its use since around 
1900 for the traditional Chinese performance in the annual 
Easter Fair Procession in Bendigo. Loong is of social 
significance to the Chinese community of Victoria as a link 
to their continued participation in this procession. Loong is 
thought to be one of the oldest surviving imperial dragons in 
the world. Although newer dragons have been used in 
recent decades, the original Loong still makes an 
appearance every few years, and his handlers treat him 
with great respect, wearing gloves to preserve his many 
adornments and movable parts.  

Georgie’s Hut (Chinese Market Garden) (VHR H0873) 

The Georgie's Hut (Chinese Market Garden) is of 
archaeological, historical and social significance to the State 
of Victoria. It is of historical significance as an example of 
the Chinese market garden industry which was once 
widespread throughout Victoria. The site is rare with 
surviving intact fabric. The collection of objects associated 
with the place are of historical significance and provide 
information about the market garden operations and 
domestic life on the site. Georgie's hut and garden is 
important for its link to members of the Chinese community 
in Victoria, dating from the gold rush period.  

 

 

 

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/about-us/news/news-stories/chinese-heritage-in-the-victorian-heritage-register-vhr
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Bendigo Chinese Temple (VHR H1791) 

The Bendigo Chinese Masonic Temple is of architectural 
and historical importance to the State of Victoria. The 
Temple is of architectural importance as an extremely 
rare form of religious building constructed in the Chinese 
tradition of temple building. It is of historical importance 
to the state of Victoria in its ability to act as a tangible link 
to the lives and religious practices of the Chinese 
immigrants who came in large numbers to the Victorian 
goldfields during the second half of the 19th century. The 
temple is rare as a surviving structural artefact of that 
culture and period when so little else remains. The 
ephemeral nature of the way of life on the goldfields has 
meant an almost total loss of evidence of this cultural 
group and the survival of this building makes it unique in 
Victoria. 

 

 

 

Migrant houses 

German Cottage, Grovedale (VHR 0714) 

The German Cottage is of architectural and historic 
significance as a rare and intact remnant of Victoria’s 
earliest German settlement, most probably dating from the 
mid-1850s. It is a rare and fine example of the building 
techniques introduced by German settlers in the area last 
century which together with their traditional farming 
methods, churches and schools, amounted to a substantial 
multi-cultural contribution to nineteenth century Colonial 
society. It is an important example of adaptive building 
construction resulting from the merging of two vernacular 
building traditions, north German and British Colonial. As 
one of the last mid nineteenth century German domestic 
dwellings in Victoria in a relatively good state of integrity in 
an area that was important for its German community in the 
nineteenth century - as a reflection of the predominantly 
agricultural lifestyle of those pioneer German settlers who 
from the 1830s left their homelands fleeing religious 
persecution to settle in the Australian colonies. 
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Elvezia Homestead Complex, Yandoit (VHR H2065) 

Elvezia is of historic, architectural, scientific (technological) 
and archaeological significance to the State of Victoria. 
Elvezia is of architectural significance because the 
buildings display skilled use of local (Ordovician) sandstone 
in a random coursed rubble manner. The use of stone is 
both unusual and aesthetically adept and illustrates 
vernacular construction by Swiss Italians. Elvezia is of 
historical significance to the history of migration and 
settlement in Victoria as a multicultural society began to 
develop during the gold rushes of the 1850s. It is a large 
and intact collection of buildings that demonstrates the self-
sufficient Swiss Italian way of life and their adaptation to the 
land. The Ticinese are an important cultural group as one of 
the first to settle in the state. 

 

 

Gold mining (quartz mining related) 

Victoria Hill Quartz Gold Mines, Ironbark (VHR H1355) 

The Victoria Hill Quartz Gold Mines are of cultural heritage 
significance to the State of Victoria. They are historically 
significant as the heart of Bendigo's famous goldfield and 
speaks to Bendigo's status as the world's richest and 
deepest quartz reefing field. The place is scientifically 
significant containing relics span nearly sixty years of 
mining, documenting the richest and most important years 
of Bendigo's world-famous quartz mining industry. The 
place has a 4,870 feet mine shaft, the world's deepest 
nineteenth-century gold mining shaft, and associated 
objects from the Victoria Quartz Company. 

 

 

Garfield Waterwheel Quartz Gold Mining Site, Chewton 

(VHR H1356) 

The Garfield Waterwheel Quartz Gold Mining Site is of 
cultural heritage significance to the State of Victoria. It is a 
characteristic example of a quartz mining site and 
demonstrates its intensive reliance on machinery. The 
abutments are associated with the largest waterwheel ever 
erected in Australia, and along with a similar but smaller 
example at Mopoke Gully are testament to an innovative 
use of waterwheel technology. The Garfield Waterwheel 
Quartz Gold Mining Site is a rare and well-preserved 
artefact of what was once a relatively common technology 
on many Victorian goldfields. 
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Central Deborah Company Quartz Gold Mine, (VHR H1841) 

The Central Deborah Gold Mine is historically and scientifically 
significant to the State of Victoria. It represents one of Victoria’s 
most tangible and important links to mid twentieth century quartz 
mining. It is of outstanding historical significance as the last intact 
and working example of the 5,500 quartz mines that won Bendigo 
fame as a gold mining centre. Of particular scientific importance are 
original buildings, fittings and mining machinery that document the 
mine's essential character from 1939 to 1954. The working 
machinery- including a Cornish boiler, winding engine and two 
compressors - comprises one of the few publicly accessible and in-
situ collections in the State.  

 

 

Gold mining (miner’s huts/residences) 

Former Samson Family Residence, Golden Square (VHR H2231) 

The former Samson residence is historically and architecturally 

significant to the State of Victoria. It is architecturally significant as 
a largely intact example of a typical stone miner's cottage, built in 
stages from the mid- to late-1850s, which has remained largely 
unchanged since the late nineteenth century. It demonstrates the 
typical form of such early miners' cottages, which generally 
began as two-roomed gabled structures and grew as their 
owners' needs and wealth increased. The place is historically 
significant as an unusually intact example in Victoria of a miner's 
cottage known to have been built under a Miner's Right. It is also 
unusual in that it still largely retains its original context, partly 
surrounded by lightly forested Crown Land, with remnants of 
early mining infrastructure, such as a water race.  

 

 

 

Residence, Beechworth (VHR H0354) 

The house at 10 John Street is architecturally significant as a 
surviving example of a small early miner's cottage, and for its 
documented evolution from a miner's slab walled tent to a 
picturesque cottage. In 1862 a miner named R Chant built a 16ft 
x 12ft calico tent with slab walls on the site. The slab walls were 
later replaced by weatherboards and the calico roof by shingles. 
This early structure probably comprises the central part of the 
present three gabled building. The principal section, built of brick 
with decorated barge boards and a verandah round three sides, 
probably dates from c1878. A notable feature of the house is its 
various additions, which are well documented, and its evolution 
from a miner's tent to a more conventional picturesque cottage 
with some pretension, as expressed in the decorative barge 
boards. The house is located close to the old gold mining area. 
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Manager’s residences 

Former Manager's Residence, Newport Railway Workshops, 

Williamstown North (VHR H1840) 

The residence at 59 Champion Road (c.1915) is of historical and 
architectural significance to the state of Victoria. The residence at 
59 Champion Road is of historical significance for its strong 
associations with the Newport Railway Workshops, one of the 
most important surviving 19th century railway workshops in the 
world. The residence is of architectural importance as an intact 
example of a Bungalow style suburban villa of the Edwardian 
style. The refined design displays Californian and Craftsman 
Bungalow influences, and remnants of Melbourne’s Queen Anne.  

 

 

Former Deputy Manager's Residence, Newport Railway 

Workshops, Williamstown North (VHR H1839) 

The residence at 57 Champion Road (1915) is of historical and 
architectural significance to the state of Victoria. The residence at 
59 Champion Road is of historical significance for its strong 
associations with the Newport Railway Workshops, one of the 
most important surviving 19th century railway workshops in the 
world. The residence is of architectural importance as an intact 
example of a Bungalow style suburban villa of the Edwardian 
style. The refined design displays Californian and Craftsman 
Bungalow influences, and remnants of Melbourne’s Queen Anne.  

 

 

Edwardian houses 

The Federation era saw a proliferation of architectural styles, including Edwardian. ‘Victory’ house demonstrates 

characteristics of an altered Edwardian-era house. It comprises features of Victorian, Edwardian and interwar 

architectural styles. Residences similar to ‘Victory’ house – modest, altered family residences – are ubiquitous 

across Victory in Heritage Overlays, some in precincts as contributory places. 

Summary of comparisons 

‘Victory’ house has historical associations with Chinese migration and culture and the history of migration in 

Victoria. Compared with places and objects in the VHR, it represents these themes at a local level in the Ballarat 

region. The fabric is not rare (like the Loong Dragon, Georgie’s Hut and the Bendigo Temple) nor does it have the 

depth of history connected to Victoria’s broader Chinese community in the colonial era, nor the present-day social 

significance similar to the See Yup Temple.  

‘Victory’ house has historical associations with gold mining. While there is documentary evidence that the 

northwest outbuilding may contain remnants of a nineteenth-century miner’s hut, in its current state it does not 

demonstrate the principal characteristics of a miner’s hut to the degree of others in the VHR. Neither does it 

demonstrate the principal characteristics of a nineteenth-century structure to a level of those already in the VHR. 

The significance of the place as a 1905-06 mine manager’s residence for Woah Hawp Mine (established 1882) is 

reliant on the significance of the Woah Hawp Mine which is not included in the scope of this assessment. 

There are two Manager’s residences in the VHR both associated with the Newport Railway Workshops (VHR 

H1000) one of the most important surviving nineteenth century railway workshops in the world. Both are examples 
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of a Bungalow style suburban villa in the Edwardian style, displaying Californian and Craftsman Bungalow 

influences, and remnants of Melbourne’s Queen Anne. As an altered Edwardian house, ‘Victory’ house does not 

demonstrate the Edwardian style to a level evident in these residences.   
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Appendix 1 

Heritage Council determination (section 41) 

The Heritage Council is an independent statutory body that will make a determination on this recommendation 

under section 49 of the Act. It will consider the recommendation after a period of 60 days from the date the notice 

of recommendation is published on its website under section 41. 

Making a submission to the Heritage Council (section 44) 

Within the period of 60 days, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object may 

make a submission to the Heritage Council regarding the recommendation and request a hearing in relation to that 

submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s 

website. 

Consideration of submissions to the Heritage Council (section 46) 

 (1) The Heritage Council must consider— 

(a)  any written submission made to it under section 44; and  

(b)  any further information provided to the Heritage Council in response to a request under section 45.  

(2)  The Heritage Council must conduct a hearing in relation to a submission if—  

(a)  the submission includes a request for a hearing before the Heritage Council; and  

(b)  the submission is made by a person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place or object 

that is the subject of the submission.  

(3)  Despite subsection (2), the Heritage Council may conduct a hearing in relation to a submission in any other 

circumstances the Heritage Council considers appropriate. 

Determinations of the Heritage Council (section 49) 

 (1) After considering a recommendation that a place or object should or should not be included in the Heritage 

Register and any submissions in respect of the recommendation and conducting any hearing into the 

submissions, the Heritage Council may—  

(a)  determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is of State-level cultural heritage significance 

and is to be included in the Heritage Register; or  

(b)  determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is not of State-level cultural heritage 

significance and is not to be included in the Heritage Register; or  

(c)  in the case of a recommendation in respect of a place, determine that the place is not to be included in 

the Heritage Register but—  

(i)  refer the recommendation and any submissions to the relevant planning authority for 

consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme; or 

(ii)  determine that it is more appropriate for steps to be taken under the Planning and Environment 

Act 1987 or by any other means to protect or conserve the place; or  

(d)  in the case of a recommendation in respect of additional land which has been nominated to be 

included in the Heritage Register as part of a registered place in accordance with section 32, 

determine that the land be included in the Heritage Register if—  
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(i)  the State-level cultural heritage significance of the place would be substantially less if the land 

or any part of the land which is or has been used in conjunction with the place were developed; 

or  

(ii)  the land surrounding the place is important to the protection or conservation of the place or 

contributes to the understanding of the place; or  

(e)  determine that the object is integral to understanding the cultural heritage significance of a registered 

place or a place the Heritage Council has determined to be included in the Heritage Register. 

(2)  The Heritage Council must make a determination under subsection (1)—  

(a)  within 40 days after the date on which written submissions may be made under section 44; or  

(b)  if any hearing is conducted into the written submissions, within 90 days after the completion of the 

hearing.  

(3)  A determination that a place or part of a place, or object, should be included in the Heritage Register may 

include categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the place or object for which a 

permit under this Act is not required, if the Heritage Council considers that the works or activities would not 

harm the cultural heritage significance of the place or object.  

(4)  If the Heritage Council determines to include a place in the Heritage Register, with the consent of the owner 

of the place, the Heritage Council may determine to include in the Heritage Register additional land of the 

owner that is ancillary to the place.  

(5)  If a member of the Heritage Council makes a submission under section 44 in respect of a recommendation, 

the member must not take part in the consideration or determination of the Heritage Council.  

(6)  The Heritage Council must notify the Executive Director of any determination under this section as soon as 

practicable after the determination. 

Obligations of owners of places and objects (section 42)  

(1) The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the 

Executive Director in writing of—  

(a)  any works or activities that are being carried out in relation to the place or object at the time the 

statement is given; and  

(b)  any application for a planning permit or a building permit, or for an amendment to that permit, that has 

been made in relation to the place but not determined at the time the statement is given; and  

(c)  any works or activities that are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object at the time 

the statement is given.  

(2)  An advice under subsection (1) must be given within 10 days after the statement of recommendation is given 

under section 40.  

(3)  The owner of a place to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the Executive 

Director in writing of an application, permit or amendment if, before a determination under section 49 or 52 in 

respect of a place—  

(a)  an application for a planning permit or a building permit or for an amendment to that permit in relation 
to the place is made; or 

(b)  a planning permit or building permit or an amendment to that permit in relation to the place is granted.  
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(4)  An advice under subsection (3) must be given within 10 days after the making of the application or the grant 

of the permit or amendment.  

(5)  The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the 

Executive Director in writing of the following activities or proposals if, before a determination is made under 

section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object—  

(a)  any activities are carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place or object;  

(b)  any activities are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place 

or object.  

(6)  An advice under subsection (5) must be given within 10 days after the owner becomes aware of the activity 

or the proposal, as the case requires.  

(7)  If, before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object, a proposal is made 

to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object, the owner of the place or object must advise the 

Executive Director in writing of that proposal.  

(8)  An advice under subsection (7) must be given at least 10 days before entering into the contract for the 

disposal of the place or object.  

(9)  The owner of a place or object who proposes to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object 

before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of the place or object must, before entering 

into a contract for that disposal, give a copy of the statement of proposed contract, is to acquire the place or 

object or part of the place or object.  

Owners of places and objects must comply with obligations (section 43) 

An owner of a place or object to whom section 42 applies must comply with that section.  
 
Penalty:  In the case of a natural person, 120 penalty units;  

In the case of a body corporate, 240 penalty units. 
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