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Executive Director recommendation
Under Part 3, Division 3 of the Heritage Act 2017 (‘the Act’) I recommend to the Heritage Council of Victoria that the
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave, Cemetery Road Camperdown, should be
included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) in the category of registered place.

STEVEN AVERY
Executive Director, Heritage Victoria
DATE OF RECOMMENDATION: 19 July 2022
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Executive Director recommendation to the Heritage
Council of Victoria
The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria (‘Executive Director’), recommends that the Heritage Council include the
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave, Cemetery Road Camperdown, in the VHR in
accordance with section 49 of the Act by determining:
•
•

That the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is of State-level cultural
heritage significance and should be included in the VHR in the category of registered place in accordance
with section 49(1)(a) of the Act.
That the proposed categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the Wombeetch
Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave for which a permit under the Act is not required will
not harm the cultural heritage significance of the place under section 49(3) of the Act.
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The process from here
1. The Heritage Council publishes the Executive Director’s recommendation (section 41)
The Heritage Council will publish the Executive Director’s recommendation on its website for a period of 60 days.

2. Making a submission to the Heritage Council (sections 44 and 45)
Within the 60 day publication period, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object
can make a submission to the Heritage Council. This submission can support the recommendation, or object to the
recommendation and a hearing can be requested in relation to the submission. Information about making a
submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council of Victoria’s website:
https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/

3.

Heritage Council determination (sections 46 and 49)

The Heritage Council is an independent statutory body. It is responsible for making the final determination to
include or not include the place or object in the VHR, or amend a place or object already in the VHR.
If no submissions are received the Heritage Council must make a determination within 40 days of the publication
closing date.
If submissions are received, the Heritage Council may decide to hold a hearing in relation to the submission. If a
hearing does take place, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 90 days after the completion of
the hearing.

4.

Obligations of owners of places and objects (sections 42 and 43)

The owner of a place or object which is the subject of a recommendation to the Heritage Council has certain
obligations under the Heritage Act 2017. These relate to advising the Executive Director in writing of any works or
activities that are being carried out, proposed or planned for the place or object.
The owner also has an obligation to provide a copy of this statement of recommendation to any potential
purchasers of the place or object before entering into a contract.

5.

Further information

The relevant sections of the Act are provided at Appendix 1.
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Description
The following is a description of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave in the
Camperdown Cemetery at the time of the site inspection by Heritage Victoria in April 2022.
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument is around 6 metres tall and located in the central section of the
Camperdown Cemetery in front of a Kurrajong tree on land that gently slopes down to the east. The monument
consists of a grey granite obelisk atop a granite pedestal. The monument sits on a bluestone base fenced by an
iron railing. The polished front (eastern) face of the monument bears the inscription: ‘In Memory of the Aborigines
of this district. Here lies the body of the chief Wombeetch Puyuun and last of the local tribes’. The obelisk has five
inscriptions on its front face from top to bottom: the date ‘1840’, a boomerang, a liangle (club), a message stick,
and the date ‘1883’. Outside the front of the fenced area set in a bluestone block on the ground is a
commemorative plaque to James Dawson dated 1983 and to its left is a modern park bench.
The Dawson Family Grave is located around 45 metres north-northwest of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave
Monument. The four-plot grave is marked with two granite headstones and is surrounded by bluestone kerbing.
The text reads:
Headstone to the South

Headstone to the North

IN MEMORY

IN MEMORY

----- OF -----

----- OF -----

WILLIAM ANDREW

JOAN ANDERSON PARK

TAYLOR

WIFE OF

BORN

25TH

JUNE 1849.

JAMES DAWSON

DIED 23RD JULY 1927.

NIECE OF MUNGO PARK

ALSO

THE AFRICAN TRAVELLER

ISABELLA PARK

DIED 1879.

TAYLOR

ALSO

WIFE OF

JAMES DAWSON

WILLIAM A. TAYLOR

DIED 1900.

BORN 29TH OCTOBER 1842

ALSO

DIED

8TH

AUGUST 1929.

JOHN WINTER
BELOVED SON OF

WILLIAM & KATHERINE WINTER
BORN 1ST AUG. 1916
DIED 31ST MAY 1921.
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2022, Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument

2022, Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
Main inscription.

2022, Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
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2022, Dawson Family Grave, Headstone William Andrew
Taylor (1849-1927) and Isabella Park Taylor (1842-1929)
Note: Isabella Park Taylor was James Dawson’s daughter.

2022, Dawson Family Grave, Headstone of Joan Anderson
Park (died 1879), James Dawson (died 1900) and James
Winter (1816-1921).

History
The Djargurd Wurrung people
The Djargurd Wurrung people are the traditional owners of the Camperdown area and lived on the land for
countless generations before European colonisation. In the 1830s, the first British settlers arrived in the area and
established sheep and cattle runs on this land. As the number of Europeans increased in the 1840s, Aboriginal
peoples’ lives were devastated by the loss of hunting grasslands, lack of access to water, introduced diseases and
violence. In 1839, between 35 and 40 Djargurd Wurrung people - including men, women and children - were
massacred at a site that came to be known as Murdering Gully located on Mt Emu Creek near Camperdown. By
1861 there were twenty Djargurd Wurrung people residing in Camperdown and in 1865 most were forcibly moved
to the Framlingham Aboriginal Station near Warrnambool. However, four elders refused to leave and stayed
in Camperdown, including Wombeetch Puyuun.

Wombeetch Puyuun
Wombeetch Puyuun was well-known around Camperdown and a member of the Liwura Gundidj clan of the
Djargurd Wurrung. His year of birth cannot be confirmed, but there is some evidence that it was 1818 or earlier. 1
He was a leader, poet, astrologer and revered elder who held much cultural knowledge. Wombeetch Puyuun was
known by white settlers as ‘Camperdown George’ (at this time it was common for Aboriginal people to be given
and/or take on a European name). He was widely liked and reported to possess a ‘kindly nature’. 2 Wombeetch
Puyuun had a close friendship with James Dawson. Through this relationship, he contributed to Dawson’s and
Isabella Dawson’s (James’ daughter) understanding of the language and culture of the local Aboriginal people.

1

'News and Notes', Camperdown Chronicle, Wed 28 Feb 1883, p. 2; Jan Critchett, Untold Stories: Memories and Lives of Victorian Kooris, Melbourne University
Press, Melbourne 1998, p.220.
2
'News and Notes', Camperdown Chronicle; Jan Critchett, Untold Stories.
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Wombeetch Puyuun died on 26 February 1883. He was buried initially on an area of land on the periphery of the
Camperdown Cemetery that was set aside for the burial of Aboriginal people. 3

James and Isabella Dawson
James ‘Jimmy’ Dawson (1806-1900) was a figure of importance in Victoria’s history: he was a rare colonial voice
advocating justice for Aboriginal people. A Scottish pastoralist and businessman, he lived in the Camperdown
district from 1868 until his death in 1900. He formed close relationships with the local Aboriginal people, most
notably Wombeetch Puyuun, which has been attributed to an outlook shaped by his staunch Presbyterianism.
Together with his only child, daughter Isabella, Dawson diligently recorded Aboriginal languages and culture, and
Wombeetch Puyuun was a key informant.4 In 1876 Dawson was appointed a ‘Local Guardian of Aborigines’ (a term
used in the Aboriginal Protection Act 1869) and in 1881 he published Australian Aborigines: the languages and
customs of several tribes in the Western District of Victoria. This work remains an important source of information
about Aboriginal languages and culture in Victoria today. It is thought that Isabella, a gifted linguist, researched and
wrote much of the content of this book.
Dawson publicly advocated for Aboriginal people and highlighted injustice at a time when such activism was rare. A
prolific letter writer to the press, he shone a light on the effects of colonial dispossession of Aboriginal people. He
gave evidence to the 1877 Royal Commission on Aboriginal people criticising the assumptions behind government
policy, stating that the Aboriginal people should be entitled to government support without obligation, and that it
was unfair to restrict their movement and impose employment and religion.5 Dawson continued writing letters to the
press advocating to improve the rights and conditions of Aboriginal people into his 90s. A man with a ‘great force of
character’, Dawson’s support of Aboriginal people made him an unpopular figure in some white colonial circles in
the Western District and in Melbourne.6

Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
The death of Wombeetch Puyuun in 1883 occurred while Dawson was in Scotland. On his return in 1884, Dawson
was horrified to discover that his friend was buried in the ‘Aboriginal section’ of Camperdown cemetery with no
headstone.7 During the nineteenth century, it was common for Aboriginal people (when interred by white people) to
be buried in a segregated ‘Aboriginal section’ on the periphery of town cemeteries. Grieving for his friend and
indignant at this disrespect, Dawson set about commemorating Wombeetch Puyuun (who was a Christian) in a
more dignified fashion. He commissioned a monumental obelisk costing over £185 (an extraordinary amount of
money at the time). Dawson published a letter in the Camperdown Chronicle asking for public subscriptions. 8 He
received little assistance, with locals writing to him ‘I have always looked on the blacks as a nuisance, and hope the
trustees will forbid its erection’ and ‘I cannot see the use of it’.9
In mid-1885, Dawson supervised the erection of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument in a prominent position
within the cemetery on a central open area. Dawson then received permission from the Attorney-General to
exhume and reinter the body of Wombeetch Puyuun at the foot of the obelisk, which he did with his own hands. 10
The events surrounding Dawson’s construction of the monument are described in many contemporary sources as
far away as Sydney, such was the rarity of Dawson’s actions:
On visiting the cemetery, and outside the block of ground assigned to the interment of white people, a boggy, scrubby
spot was pointed out to him [James Dawson] as the burying ground of the aborigines, and a hole, wherein the hind legs
of a horse got bogged, as the grave of Wombeetch Puyuun, alias 'Camperdown George’… He was so shocked on
seeing the spot in which the last of the original owners of that fine country had been buried like a dog by a so-called

3

Jan Critchett, Untold Stories, p.225-26.
Context, Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum Conservation Management Plan, 18 April 2017.
Peter Corris, Dawson, James (Jimmy) (1806–1900), Australian Dictionary of Biography, https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/dawson-james-jimmy-3381 [Accessed 29
April 2022]
6
‘The Passing of the Pioneers: Death of Mr. James Dawson’, Camperdown Chronicle, 21 April 1900.
7
See Jan Critchett, Untold Stories: Memories and Lives of Victorian Kooris, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne 1998, p.225-26. The land at Camperdown
Cemetery once set aside for Aboriginal burials was subsequently sold to a private individual and is no longer on public land.
8
‘In Memoriam of the Aborigines’, Camperdown Chronicle, Sat 20 Dec 1884, p.3
9
'Last of the Tribe', Australian Town and Country Journal, Sat 7 Aug 1886, p.19.
10
See ‘Memorial Obelisk to the Aborigines’ Australasian Sketcher with Pen and Pencil, 7 Apr 1886; 'Delving into the Past, Camperdown Chronicle, 18 Jan 1938.
4
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Christian community that he determined to take steps to remove, if possible, a blot from the occupiers of the country of
which the aboriginals had been dispossessed, by raising an obelisk to their memory.11

Dawson’s monument was the grandest of several colonial monuments/headstones in Victoria to the ‘last’ Aboriginal
chief/person/tribe of an area. 12 This tradition was based on the mistaken belief that once the ‘original tribal people’
had passed away, Aboriginal communities and culture would become ‘extinct’. The dates 1840 and 1883 inscribed
on the obelisk are not Wombeetch Puyuun’s birth dates. They represent Dawson’s view that the colonial
devastation of the Djargurd Wurrung people began in 1840 and culminated in 1883 when Wombeetch Puyuun
died. Specific dates marking the ‘start’ and ‘end’ of a colonial conflict are rare on monuments to Aboriginal people:
they are reminiscent of the dates on a war memorial. In the context of the forced relocation of Aboriginal people to
Framlingham Aboriginal Station, Dawson understood Wombeetch Puyuun as the ‘last’ member of the Liwura
Gundidj Clan to live on his country. This does not mean, however, that Wombeetch Puyuun was the ‘last’ member
of the Liwura Gundidj Clan, as the inscription suggests, nor that Aboriginal people from other parts of Victoria ever
lived on their country. The descendants of the Djargurd Wurrung and Liwura Gundidj survive and thrive to this day
in Western Victoria and beyond.
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument was the tallest monument in the Camperdown Cemetery for many
decades. It was built in front of a tree on a gentle slope and provides a view over the landscape to the east. It
appears to be the largest and grandest colonial monument in Victoria to an Aboriginal person or group (see
Comparisons section). Dawson’s exhumation of Wombeetch Puyuun’s body and reinterment in a place of greater
dignity was an extraordinary act for its time. The obelisk acknowledges the destruction caused by white settlers,
something which Dawson wrote explicitly about and viewed as immoral. The monument can be read as the work of
a white settler coming to terms with his relationship to the dispossession of Aboriginal people. In many respects
Dawson was a man ahead of his time and advocated strongly for the rights of Aboriginal people and the
improvement of their living conditions, which set him apart from his contemporaries. Dawson’s motivations to erect
the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument were likely complex: infused with his Presbyterian beliefs and
understandings of race in the British world at that time. The monument and related documentary evidence speak to
Dawson’s grief at the loss of his friend Wombeetch Puyuun, anger at the treatment of Aboriginal people by
Europeans, as well as a desire for redemption as a white settler.

The tree
The tree behind the monument is a Brachychiton populneus subsp. populneus (Kurrajong). This is an unusual
choice of planting for Southwest Victoria. The species is not indigenous to the region but a native of Northeast
Victoria and Gippsland. It is unclear when the current tree was planted, but it is likely that it dates from the early
twentieth century or earlier. The 1968 State Library of Victoria photo also depicts a Kurrajong.

The Dawson Family Grave
The Dawson Family Grave is located in the Presbyterian Section No.2 of the Camperdown Cemetery. The two
headstones are ‘In Memory of’ five family members, including James Dawson and his daughter Isabella. Although
commemorated on a headstone at the Dawson Family Grave, information provided by the Camperdown Cemetery
Trust suggests that James Dawson may have actually been interred in an unmarked grave near to the Family Grave
on 21 April 1900 (Presbyterian area, Section 2, Grave No.1).13 This requires further research and confirmation. At
the present time, the Dawson Family Grave publicly commemorates James and Isabella Dawson. The Wombeetch
Puyuun Grave Monument and the Dawson Family Grave together speak to the relationship of respect between
James and Wombeetch Puyuun, and the actions of James and Isabella to advocate for Aboriginal people. Today,
the Eastern Maar people hold James and Isabella Dawson in high esteem for their efforts to defend the rights of their
people at a time when such acts of what some may now see as ‘reconciliation’ were uncommon.

11
12
13

‘Memorial to the Aborigines’, Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, Sat 12 Dec 1885, p. 1233.
See David Hansen, ‘Headstone’, Griffith Review, https://www.griffithreview.com/articles/headstone/ [Accessed 7 June 2022].
Discussion with the Camperdown Cemetery Trust, April 2022 & July 2022.
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Significance to descendants
All graves and burial sites are significant as places of mourning and remembrance for family members and
descendants. The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave are significant at a family level
to:
•

Descendants of Wombeetch Puyuun’s family

•

Descendants of James and Isabella Dawson, and other family members interred in the family plot.

Significance to the Eastern Maar People
This place is of social significance to the Eastern Maar people, including the descendants of the Liwura Gundidj
clan of the Djargurd Wurrung people. There is a strong and special attachment between the Eastern Maar people
and the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument as well as the Dawson Family Grave. The Wombeetch Puyuun
Grave Monument is well known and often visited by the Eastern Maar people and taught about in Western District
schools. There is an understanding within that community of the importance of the relationship between
Wombeetch Puyuun and James Dawson, and the role of James and Isabella Dawson collecting and recording the
Aboriginal languages and cultures of the area in the late nineteenth century.
There is evidence of a time depth to that attachment from the 1880s to today. In April 2022 John Clarke of the
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation attested to this strong and special association with the place. 14 He noted that:
•

The Eastern Maar view both the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and the Dawson Family Grave as
significant because together both graves are ‘reconciliation in reality’.

•

The Aboriginal community would like to ‘honour the Dawsons for their work’. In its own time James Dawson
was ostracised from white social circles because he ‘pointed the finger at the atrocities’.

•

James and Isabella Dawson are highly regarded by the Eastern Maar. Their work to record Aboriginal
languages and customs of the district has contributed to ‘ensuring the survival’ of the Eastern Maar.

The story of the Wombeetch Puyuun and James Dawson has also found an audience beyond the Eastern Maar,
Camperdown and Western Victoria and resonates across the State. The monument is unusual in Australia and
well-known and visited by other Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Victorians (and Australians) interested in the colonial
history, frontier relationships between settler and First Nations people, and reconciliation. The monument has been
written about extensively for a general audience on the Internet and in books, as well as analysed in academic
articles. It speaks to the impact of European colonisation on Aboriginal communities from the early 1800s to today,
which is an important and challenging history that contributes to Victoria’s contemporary sense of identity.
It should also be noted that the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument is included in the Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Register (VAHR).
The ‘Aboriginal section’ of the Camperdown Cemetery (Wombeetch Puyuun’s original burial place) is also of
significance to the Eastern Maar people. This land was sold many years ago to a private landowner and no
headstones or monuments are visible on it. The Eastern Maar people are knowledge-holders about this place.

14

John Clarke, General Manager, Bio-cultural Landscapes at Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, onsite interview, 11 April 2022.
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Historical images

Undated photograph of Wombeetch Puyuun
Source: Camperdown and District Historical Society

1872, James Dawson
Source: State Library of Victoria

Lands of the Djargurd Wurrung (outlined in thick black)
Source: Camperdown and District Historical Society

1968, Wombeetch Puyuun Monument
Source: State Library of Victoria
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Surveyors Map of the Camperdown Cemetery (1 November 1883) showing the central open area on which the Wombeetch
Puyuun Monument was built in 1885. The monument location is shaded in green.
Note: the Curator’s Residence was not built in that location.
Source: Camperdown and District Historical Society Collection
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Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument (1885)
‘Kaawirn Kuunawarn (c.1820-1889) head of the Kirrae/Girai Whurrong also known as ‘King David’ stands in front of the
monument. Photograph taken by Davis Bros Photographers under the supervision of James Dawson.
Source: State Library of Victoria (provided by the Camperdown and District Historical Society)
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Interviews
The Executive Director thanks the following people for contributing their knowledge and information to the
assessment process:
•

John Clarke, General Manager, Bio-cultural Landscapes at Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation &
Nathalia Guimares, Cultural Heritage Manager, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation (Onsite interview, 11
April 2022)

•

Colin Hayman and Sylvia Walton, Camperdown Cemetery Trust (Onsite interview, 11 April 2022, Further
correspondence 19 July 2022)

•

Descendants of James Dawson: Nick Cole, Tim Thornton and Tom Thornton (Interview in Camperdown,
11 April 2022)

•

Bob Lambell, Vice-President, Camperdown and District Historical Society, 13 July 2022.
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Further information
Relevant Authority

Corangamite Shire

Heritage Overlay

Corangamite Planning Scheme HO7 (Camperdown Cemetery Reserve)

Other Overlays

Environmental Significance Overlay
Significant Landscape Overlay

Other Listings

The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument (but not the Dawson Family Grave)
is included in:
•

The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register (VAHR)

•

Register of the National Estate.

Date of construction

Wombeetch Puyuum Monument – 1885
Dawson Family Grave – c.1879 to c.1929

Builders/Masons

Wombeetch Puyuum Monument - Clement Nash, Monumental Mason, Geelong
Dawson Family Grave – Unknown.

Traditional Owner Information
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is located on the traditional land of the
Djargurd Wurrung (Liwura Gundidj clan) now represented by Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation who are the
Registered Aboriginal Party under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 for the area.

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument (but not the Dawson Family Grave) is included in the Victorian
Aboriginal Heritage Register.

Integrity
The integrity of the place is very good. The cultural heritage values of the place can be easily read in the extant
fabric. (April 2022).

Intactness
The intactness of the place is very good. (April 2022).

Condition
The place is in good condition and well maintained. But there is noticeable damage to the monument’s foundation
and tilting of the bluestone edging (April 2022).
Note: The condition of a place or object does not influence the assessment of its cultural heritage significance. A
place/object/object integral may be in very poor condition and still be of very high cultural heritage significance, or a
place/object/object integral may be in excellent condition but be of low cultural heritage significance.
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Statutory requirements under section 40.
Terms of the recommendation (section 40 (3)(a))
The Executive Director recommends that the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is
included in the VHR in the category of Registered Place

Information to identify the place or object (section 40(3)(b))
Name:

Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave

Address:

Camperdown Cemetery, Cemetery Road Camperdown

Proposed extent of registration
The Executive Director recommends that the extent of registration for the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
and Dawson Family Grave be gazetted as:
All of the place shown outlined encompassing part of Allotment B Section 6 Parish of Colongulac being the
Wombeetch Puyuun Monument in the centre of the cemetery and the land within 5 metres of the monument fence
on all four sides, and the Dawson Family Grave at the northern end of the cemetery and the land within 2 metres of
the grave edge on all four sides.
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Aerial Photo of the Place Showing Proposed extent of registration
Note: This aerial view provides a visual representation of the place. It is not a precise representation of the
recommended extent of registration. Due to distortions associated with aerial photography some elements of the
place may appear as though they are outside the extent of registration.

Rationale for the extent of registration
The cultural heritage significance of this place is demonstrated by the Wombeetch Puyuun monument, the Dawson
Family Grave and headstones in memory of James and Isabella Dawson. Together with the setting, this fabric
commemorates these three people and speaks to their shared histories.
The recommended extent of registration includes all of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson
Family Grave and all of the land they are located on. It includes sufficient land for the protection, conservation and
understanding of the cultural heritage significance of the place. It should be noted that the proposed extent of
registration includes all the land, the tree, all lawn, headstones and all hard landscape features and Wombeetch
Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave. A permit or permit exemption from Heritage Victoria would be
required for any works within the proposed extent of registration, apart from those identified in the categories of works
or activities in this recommendation.
A larger VHR extent of registration is considered unnecessary for the protection, conservation or understanding of
the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave. The whole of the Camperdown Cemetery is
subject to a Heritage Overlay in the Corangamite Planning Scheme (HO7 Camperdown Cemetery Reserve).
Although commemorated on a headstone at the Dawson Family Grave, information provided by the Camperdown
Cemetery Trust suggests that James Dawson may have actually been interred in an unmarked grave near to the
Family Grave on 21 April 1900 (Presbyterian area, Section 2, Grave No.1).15 This requires further research and
confirmation. At the present time, the Dawson Family Grave publicly commemorates James and Isabella Dawson,
along with William Andrew Taylor (husband of Isabella), Joan Anderson Park (wife of James Dawson) and John
Winter.

15

Discussion with the Camperdown Cemetery Trust, April 2022 & July 2022.
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Reasons for the recommendation, including an assessment of the
State-level cultural heritage significance of place/object/object
integral (section 40(3)(c))
Following is the Executive Director's assessment of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family
Grave against the tests set out in The Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines. A place or
object must be found by the Heritage Council to meet Step 2 of at least one criterion to meet the State level
threshold for inclusion in the VHR.

CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history.
Step 1: Test for satisfying Criterion A
The place/object has a CLEAR ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom
or way of life in Victoria’s cultural history. plus
The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object
and/or in documentary resources or oral history. plus
The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to Victoria.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave has a clear association with the impact of
nineteenth-century European colonisation on Aboriginal communities. This association is evident in the physical
fabric of the place and in documentary resources and oral history. The impact of colonisation on Aboriginal
communities is of historical importance having shaped the histories of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Victorians.
Step 1 of Criterion A is likely to be satisfied.
Step 2: Test for satisfying Criterion A at the State Level
The place/object allows the clear association with the event, phase etc. of historical importance to be
UNDERSTOOD BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA WITH SUBSTANTIALLY
THE SAME ASSOCIATION.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave allows the clear association with the impact
of nineteenth-century European colonisation on Aboriginal communities to be better understood than most other
places and objects with substantially the same association. Since the early 1800s, the European colonisation of
Victoria has been based on the destruction of Aboriginal communities, culture and identity. James Dawson’s
monument to Wombeetch Puyuun attests to the devastating impact of colonisation in the Camperdown area. The
obelisk was one of a number of colonial monuments/headstones in Victoria to the ‘last’ Aboriginal chief/person/tribe
of an area. This tradition was based on the mistaken belief that after ‘original tribal people’ had passed away,
Aboriginal communities and culture would no longer exist. Dawson’s inscriptions proclaim the losses of Aboriginal
people and culture on a large and expensive monument in the centre of the European section of the cemetery. The
dates 1840/1883 are significant because they read like the start and end dates of a conflict on a war memorial –
one may interpret this as the dates of the frontier war in the Camperdown area. Dawson’s exhumation of
Wombeetch Puyuun’s body from the segregated ‘Aboriginal section’ of the cemetery, and reinterment in a Christian
section highlights the European practice of assigning a lesser burial place to Aboriginal people. This subversive act
of reburial under a grand commemorative monument, along with Dawson’s own smaller family grave plot, allows
the impact of European colonisation on Aboriginal communities to be particularly well read and understood.
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Criterion A is likely to be satisfied at the State level.

CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural
history.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion B
The place/object has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom or
way of life of importance in Victoria’s cultural history.
Plus
The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object
and/or in documentary resources or oral history.
Plus
Rarity 1: The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, being one of a small number of places/objects remaining
that demonstrates the important event, phase etc. or
Rarity 2: The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, containing unusual features of note that were not widely
replicated or
Rarity 3: The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates the important event, phase etc is
ENDANGERED to the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on such places/objects.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave has a clear association with the impact of
European colonisation on Aboriginal communities, which is a theme that is important in Victoria’s history. This
association is evident in the physical fabric of the place and in documentary resources and oral history.
•

Rarity 1: The place is not rare or uncommon in this regard.

•

Rarity 2: The place is rare and uncommon because it contains unusual features of note that were not widely
replicated.
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
In the class of monuments and memorials, the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument is not rare in terms of
its form as an obelisk. It follows nineteenth-century monument design conventions. However, as a colonial
monument commemorating an Aboriginal person and group, it contains the following unusual features of
note that were not widely replicated:


There are few large-scale colonial monuments commemorating an Aboriginal person and group (apart
from single headstones) in Victoria dating from the nineteenth century.



It is the largest, tallest and most imposing colonial monument commemorating an Aboriginal person and
group in Victoria. Given that the scale and height was a signifier of status in monument design, the
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument speaks to the regard within which he was held by James Dawson
and the Djargurd Wurrung people.



The inscriptions are highly considered and intended to make a public statement to the community about
the devastating impact of colonisation.



The inscription of Aboriginal cultural symbols (a liangle, a boomerang and a message stick) and frontier
conflict dates 1840-1883 on a ‘conventional’ monumental grave obelisk located in a Christian section of a
town cemetery has no parallel in Victoria.



The inscription of Wombeetch Puyuun’s name in his own language is uncommon. Many nineteenthcentury monuments (particularly from the late 1800s) which commemorate an Aboriginal person use their
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adopted/imposed British name, such as on the headstones of King Charles Tattambo, Queen Mary and
Captain John, see Comparisons Section. This reflects James Dawson’s understanding of the value of
Aboriginal languages and cultures and their importance to identity and culture.


It is rare and highly unusual for the remains of an Aboriginal person to be exhumed from the segregated
‘Aboriginal section’ of a European cemetery and reinterred in a Christian section of that cemetery, in
order to confer greater dignity on that person.



The monument was erected in a prominent position within the cemetery on a central open area. This was
uncommon for its time given the segregated burial practices by colonial Europeans.

The Dawson Family Grave

•

This has no unusual features of note that were not widely replicated. Its significance in the context of the
place relates to its historical relationship with the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument.

Rarity 3: The place is not rare or uncommon in this regard.

Step 1 of Criterion B is likely to be satisfied.
Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion B
The place/object is RARE, UNCOMMON OR ENDANGERED within Victoria.
Executive Director’s Response
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is rare and uncommon in Victoria for the reasons
noted above. It has no parallel in Victoria.
Criterion B is likely to be satisfied at the State level.

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Victoria’s
cultural history.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion C
The:
• visible physical fabric; and/or documentary evidence; and/or oral history,
relating to the place/object indicates a likelihood that the place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE of historical
interest that is NOT CURRENTLY VISIBLE OR UNDERSTOOD. Plus
From what we know of the place/object, the physical evidence is likely to be of an INTEGRITY and/or CONDITION
that it COULD YIELD INFORMATION through detailed investigation.
Executive Director’s Response
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave contains human remains as every grave in
Victoria does. It may contain physical evidence of historical interest that is not currently visible or understood. Its
design, construction and use are evident in its physical fabric and well documented.
Step 1 of Criterion C is likely to be satisfied.
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Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion C
The knowledge that might be obtained through investigation is likely to MEANINGFULLY CONTRIBUTE to an
understanding of Victoria’s cultural history.
Plus
The information likely to be yielded from the place/object is not already well documented or readily available from
other sources.
Executive Director’s Response
Significance to Victoria’s cultural history
Any knowledge that might be obtained through investigation (such as excavation) is not likely to meaningfully
contribute to an understanding of Victoria’s cultural history. Any human remains or buried objects are likely to be of
interest but not yield a meaningful contribution to Victoria’s history, beyond what is already well documented or
readily available from other sources.
Criterion C is unlikely to be satisfied at the State level.

CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural
places and objects.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion D
The place/object is one of a CLASS of places/objects that has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period,
process, function, movement, important person(s), custom or way of life in Victoria’s history.
Plus The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to Victoria.
Plus The principal characteristics of the class are EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is in the class of cemetery monuments and
memorials. This class has a clear association with burial and memorialising practices in Victoria. These practices
are of historical importance, having made a strong and influential contribution to Victoria. The principal
characteristics are evident in the physical fabric of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family
Grave.
Step 1 of Criterion D is likely to be satisfied.
Step 2: State Level Significance Test Criterion D
The place/object is a NOTABLE EXAMPLE of the class in Victoria (refer to Reference Tool D).
Executive Director’s Response
In the class of cemetery monuments and memorials, the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson
Family Grave are not significant as notable examples of design or construction. Both exhibit standard design
features for the era of their making. At the Wombeetch Monument there is an inscribed obelisk on a bluestone base
with iron railing. At the Dawson Family Grave there are standard headstones. Both follow nineteenth century
conventions, and their physical forms are not remarkable.
The Executive Director is of the view that the significance of this place lies in its historical significance and rarity
and is better considered under Criterion A (Historical Significance) and Criterion B (Rarity).
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CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion E
The PHYSICAL FABRIC of the place/object clearly exhibits particular aesthetic characteristics.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument is an attractive and striking cemetery monument and demonstrates
particular aesthetic characteristics. The Dawson Family Grave is an aesthetically unremarkable grave plot.
Step 1 of Criterion E is partly satisfied.
Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion E
The aesthetic characteristics are APPRECIATED OR VALUED by the wider community or an appropriately-related
discipline as evidenced, for example, by:
• critical recognition of the aesthetic characteristics of the place/object within a relevant art, design, architectural
or related discipline as an outstanding example within Victoria; or
• wide public acknowledgement of exceptional merit in Victoria in medium such as songs, poetry, literature,
painting, sculpture, publications, print media etc.
Executive Director’s Response
There is no evidence to suggest that the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument received critical recognition or wide
public acknowledgement of exceptional merit.
Criterion E is not likely to be satisfied at the State level.

CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at
a particular period.
Step 1: A Test for Satisfying Criterion F
The place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE that clearly demonstrates creative or technical ACHIEVEMENT
for the time in which it was created.
plus
The physical evidence demonstrates a HIGH DEGREE OF INTEGRITY.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave cannot be considered creative or technical
achievements for the time it was created.
It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion F is not applicable.
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CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular present-day community or cultural
group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion G
Evidence exists of a community or cultural group.
Plus
Evidence exists of a strong attachment between the COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP and the place/object in
the present-day context.
Plus
Evidence exists of a time depth to that attachment.
Executive Director’s Response
All graves are associated with family members and descendants. For the purposes of VHR assessments, family
members and descendants do not in themselves constitute a ‘community or cultural group’, but they may be part of
a ‘community or cultural group’.
There is evidence of a strong and ongoing attachment of the Eastern Maar people (inclusive of descendants of the
Liwura Gundidj clan of the Djargurd Wurrung people) with the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument. The
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument is well known and often visited by the Eastern Maar people. There is an
understanding within that community of the importance of the relationship between Wombeetch Puyuun and James
Dawson, and the role of James and Isabella Dawson collecting and recording the Aboriginal languages and culture
in the late nineteenth century. The Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation has attested to this strong and special
association with the place. 16 There is evidence of a time depth to that attachment from the 1880s to today.
Step 1 of Criterion G is likely to be satisfied.
Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion G
Evidence exists that the social value resonates at a State Level,
that is across the ‘broader Victorian community’.
(‘Resonance’ means the extent to which the social value of a place/object can be demonstrated to exert an influence. The social value must
resonate beyond a particular local, social or cultural community into the ‘broader Victorian community’).

Plus
Evidence exists that the social value is part of an event or story that contributes to Victoria’s identity.
Executive Director’s Response
There is evidence that the social value (the strong attachment between the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument
and the Eastern Maar people) resonates across the broader Victorian community. The story of the Wombeetch
Puyuun Grave Monument has found an audience beyond Camperdown and Western Victoria. It is a well-known
and visited monument by Victorians (and Australians) interested in colonial history and reconciliation. The
monument is written about extensively for a general audience on the Internet and in books.
This social value is part of an event or story that contributes to Victoria’s identity: the impact of European
colonisation on Aboriginal communities from the early 1800s to today.
Criterion G is likely to be satisfied at the State level.

16

John Clarke, General Manager, Bio-cultural Landscapes at Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, onsite interview, 11 April 2022.
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CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of
importance in Victoria’s history.
Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion H
The place/object has a DIRECT ASSOCIATION with a person or group of persons who have made a strong or
influential CONTRIBUTION to the course of Victoria’s history.
Plus The ASSOCIATION of the place/object to the person(s) IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object
and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history.
plus
The ASSOCIATION:
• directly relates to ACHIEVEMENTS of the person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or
• relates to an enduring and/or close INTERACTION between the person(s) and the place/object.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave has a direct association with:
•

Wombeetch Puyuun

•

The Dawson Family, in particular James and Isabella Dawson.

These associations are evident in the physical fabric of the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson
Family Grave, documentary resources and oral history.
Wombeetch Puyuun
These associations:
•

Directly relate to the achievements of Wombeetch Puyuun in a manner that relates to and can be read at
the place. Wombeetch Puyuun was an elder in his own community and holder of knowledge. Through his
friendship with James and Isabella Dawson he was instrumental as a teacher and communicator of
language, culture and knowledge. He was an important informant for the Dawsons that enabled them to
record aspects of his language and culture so that it was preserved in written form and survives in the book
Australian Aborigines: the languages and customs of several tribes in the Western District of Victoria
(1881). This work remains an important source of information about Aboriginal languages and culture
today. It is thought that Isabella, a gifted linguist, researched and wrote much of the content of this book.
The monument and grave together relate to an enduring and close interaction between Wombeetch
Puyuun and James and Isabella Dawson.

James and Isabella Dawson
These associations:
•

Directly relate to the achievements of James and Isabella Dawson and can be read at the place. Through
the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument, James Dawson attempted to express his grief at the loss of his
friend and the devastation of the local Aboriginal people. The inscriptions speak to this relationship and
story. It is notable that James Dawson gave up the grave plot originally purchased for his own family, in
order to erect the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument. He and his family members were buried in
modest graves. The monument and grave together relate to an enduring and close interaction between
Wombeetch Puyuun and James and Isabella Dawson.

Step 1 of Criterion H is likely to be satisfied.
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Step 2: State Level Significance Test for Criterion H
The place/object allows the clear association with the person or group of persons to be READILY APPRECIATED
BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA.
Executive Director’s Response
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave allows the association between the place
and the Wombeetch Puyuun to be readily appreciated that most other places or objects in Victoria. There is no
other heritage place or object in the State so closely identified with Wombeetch Puyuun and clearly readable for
that association, his name being on the monument. The Wombeetch Puyuun Reconcilciation Park (2008) at 2B
Walker Street Camperdown also speaks to the importance of Wombeetch Puyuun and is a tribute to his life.17 An
attractive place of contemplation, this park contains modern day interpretative plaques, but no fabric from the
nineteenth century.
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave allows the association between the place
and James and Isabella Dawson to be readily appreciated that most other places or objects in Victoria. Designing
and commissioning the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument, along with exhuming and reinterring Wombeetch
Puyuun’s body in that grave, was an extraordinary act by Dawson. It stands as a reminder of his advocacy for
Aboriginal people for which he was unpopular in some circles in his day. James Dawson is appreciated through his
book Australian Aborigines: the languages and customs of several tribes in the Western District of Victoria (1881)
and is also remembered for commissioning Eugene von Guerard to paint Tower Hill (1855), a significant landscape
painting now held in the National Gallery of Victoria.
The Dawson Family Grave allows the association between the place and Isabella Dawson to be readily
appreciated that most other places or objects in Victoria. There is no other heritage place or object in the State so
closely identified with Isabelle Dawson and clearly readable for that association, her name being on her headstone.
Criterion H is likely to be satisfied at the State level.

17

See ‘Man's fight for his country is rewarded, 130 years on’, Standard [Warrnambool] https://www.standard.net.au/story/725625/mans-fight-for-his-country-isrewarded-130-years-on/ [Accessed 15 June 2022].
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'

Comparisons
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is usefully compared with the following
classes of place:
1) Colonial grave monuments to Aboriginal people
2) Colonial family grave plots.

Colonial Grave Monuments to Aboriginal People
There are no colonial grave monuments to Aboriginal people in the VHR as registered places in their own right.
The following are located in cemeteries in Victoria.

Headstone of Derrimut (1864)
Part of the Melbourne General Cemetery,
Melbourne (VHR H0030)
College Crescent, North Carlton, City of
Melbourne
Derrimut was a headman or arweet of the
Boonwurrung (Bunurong) people. He advocated
for the rights of the Boonwurrung to live on their
land at Mordialloc Reserve in the 1850s and
60s. When the reserve closed in 1863, his
people were forced with other Victorian
Aboriginal people to settle at Coranderrk
Mission station, near Healesville. Derrimut died
at the age of 55 in 1864. His headstone was
erected by a group of white colonists to
commemorate his ‘noble act’ of warning
colonists of a massacre by ‘tribes of Aborigines.’
Headstone of Derrimut in the Melbourne General Cemetery

Ngooraialim Graves (1866 and 1874)
Murchison Cemetery, Murchison (the
Ngooraialim Graves are included in the Heritage
Overlay of the Greater Shepparton Planning
Scheme HO63. The cemetery is also included
HO329)
In the north-west corner of the cemetery is the
grave of King Charles Tattambo, a leader
amongst Aboriginal people in the Goulburn
River area at the time of white settlement. He
died in 1866. His son, Captain John, and his
wife, Queen Mary, were buried next to King
Charles' grave in 1874.
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Monument to Frank Wilson (1897)
Old Ballarat Cemetery, Ballarat (This cemetery is
included in the Heritage Overlay of the Ballarat Planning
Scheme HO153)
'King Billy' of Ballarat is also known as Frank Wilson,
after the surname of an owner of Ercildoun Estate. He
was buried in a Wesleyan burial plot at the Ballaarat Old
Cemetery on in 1896. The Anglican burial was
organised by the community who thought 'King Billy' to
be the ‘last of his tribe’. The Ballarat Star of 25
September 1896 stated: ‘Billy and his subjects once
virtually owned all the land comprised of the City of
Ballarat and its immediate surroundings so it can be
considered only fair that six feet of ground should not be
denied for his burial.' Originally the monument was to
take the form of ‘a mia mia or hut set off
by spear, waddy and shield and carrying a suitable
inscription’18 but a plain obelisk was constructed.
This monument was erected two years after the
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument.

Monument to Frank Wilson

Barak Memorial (1903) Relocated in 1955
Coranderrk Aboriginal Cemetery, Healesville (This
cemetery is included in the Heritage Overlay of the
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme HO80)
William Barak (c.1824-1903) was Ngurungaeta of the
Wurundjeri-willam clan, an influential spokesman for
Aboriginal social justice and an important informant on
Wurundjeri culture. His grave is in the Coranderrk
Cemetery. The cemetery contains the graves of 300
Aboriginal people who lived at the Coranderrk Aboriginal
Station. There are only three headstones, one being
Baraks which is surmounted by a monument which once
stood in the main street of Healesville. The monument
was donated by a friend of Barak, Anne Fraser Bon, a
Scottish-born Australian pastoralist, philanthropist and
advocate for Aboriginal people. The inscription reads:
To the glory of God,
and to the Memory of
BARAK
Last Chief of the Yarra Yarra tribe
of Aborigines and his race
Barak died at Coranderrk
15th Aug. 1903. Aged 85.
A sincere Christian

18

Barak Memorial, Coranderrk Cemetery, Healesville

Argus (Melbourne), 30 August 1897.
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Headstone of Agnes Edwards (1928)
Swan Hill Cemetery, Swan Hill (this cemetery is not
included in the heritage overlay)
The headstone of Agnes Edwards (c.1873-1928) was
erected over her grave by the Australian Natives
Association in the Church of Christ section. It
proclaims her as ‘the last Queen of the Moolpa Tribe’.
In 1890 Agnes married Harry Edwards, a much older
Muti Muti man, and became widely known in the
district as 'Queen Aggie'. Edwards used traditional
skills to earn her living. She fished, netted or trapped
and sold fish, freshwater crayfish and mussels, wild
duck, rabbits and other game as well as eggs.

Headstone of Agnes Edwards

Colonial family graves
Interment in a grave accommodating multiple family members over time whose names are successively inscribed
on a headstone(s) has been the preferred burial custom of Western European people in Victoria from the
nineteenth-century. Family members could be buried together in a single-plot grave (usually for 2-3 people),
double-plot grave, or a multiple plot grave (like the Dawson Family Grave). Families who had the means to
purchase a large family plot in a town cemetery established a place where family members could be buried over
many decades to ‘Rest in Peace’ together. Family graves like the Dawson’s are ubiquitous across the State.

Summary of Comparisons
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument: There are few colonial monuments commemorating an Aboriginal
person/group in Victoria, particularly on a large-scale. The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument has no parallel in
the State. Its height, monumentality and symbolic inscriptions make a powerful public statement about the
devastating impact of colonisation. The burial of an Aboriginal man by a white man under a grand obelisk inscribed
with Aboriginal cultural symbols (a liangle, a boomerang and a message stick) and frontier conflict dates 1840-1883
is rare. The use of Wombeetch Puyuun, rather than his British name, is uncommon for the 1880s. The erection of
the monument in a prominent position within the cemetery is also uncommon, given the segregated burial practices
by colonial Europeans.
Dawson Family Grave: Family graves like the Dawson’s are ubiquitous across the State.
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave: Together, the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave
Monument and the Dawson Family Grave (the place) speak to the relationship of respect between James Dawson,
Isabella Dawson and Wombeetch Puyuun. In particular, it demonstrates the complex personal and cultural
relationship between James Dawson and Wombeetch Puyuun in the context decades of devastating colonialism for
Aboriginal people, and Dawson’s desire to create a place of reconciliation and redemption, and publicly
acknowledge impact of European settlers on First Nations People to an extent not evident at other similar places.
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Summary of cultural heritage significance (section 40(4)(a))
The ED recommends that the Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave be included in the
VHR as a Registered Place.

Statement of significance
What is significant?
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument (1885) commissioned by James Dawson, including its immediate
setting and tree to the west, and the Dawson Family Grave (c.1879-1929) both located in the Camperdown
Cemetery.

How is it significant?
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is of historical significance to the State of
Victoria. It satisfies the following criteria for inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register:
Criterion A
Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria's cultural history.
Criterion B
Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural history.
Criterion G
Strong or special association with a particular present-day community or cultural group for social, cultural or
spiritual reasons.
Criterion H
Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Victoria’s history.

Why is it significant?
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is historically significant for its capacity to
demonstrate the rapid and devastating effect of European colonisation on Aboriginal people in Victoria from the
1840s. Commissioned by James Dawson in 1885, a white settler and outspoken champion of Aboriginal interests,
this monument has no parallel in Victoria. The obelisk’s height, prominent location and unusual inscriptions make a
powerful public statement about the dispossession of Aboriginal people. The imposing monument stands in
contrast with Dawson’s own modest family grave which commemorates himself and his daughter Isabella, amongst
others. Together James and Isabella worked with the local Aboriginal people to record their languages and culture,
drawing on the knowledge of elders including Wombeetch Puyuun, with whom Dawson formed a particularly strong
friendship. [Criterion A]
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is rare in Victoria. There are few large-scale
colonial monuments commemorating an Aboriginal person or group in Victoria dating from the nineteenth century.
The obelisk is of a conventional European design but has highly unusual features including the inscription of
Aboriginal cultural symbols (a liangle, a boomerang and a message stick) and the dates ‘1840’ and ‘1883’
representing James Dawson’s view that the local Aboriginal people were dispossessed during this time. The
inscription of Wombeetch Puyuun’s name in his own language is uncommon for the era, and so is his burial in a
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Christian section of the cemetery after exhumation from the ‘Aboriginal section’ of the segregated cemetery.
[Criterion B]
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave is historically significant for its association
with Wombeetch Puyuun, James Dawson and his daughter, Isabella. Together the monument and grave speak to
the close friendship of Wombeetch Puyuun and James Dawson, Dawson’s grief at the loss of Wombeetch Puyuun
in 1883, and his despair at the colonial devastation of the local Aboriginal people. Wombeetch Puyuun was an
elder in his own community and holder of knowledge. Through his friendship with James and Isabella Dawson he
was instrumental as a teacher enabling the Dawsons to record language and customs which survive in the book
Australian Aborigines: the languages and customs of several tribes in the Western District of Victoria (1881). This
work remains an important source for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in Australia. It is notable that James
Dawson gave up the grave plot originally purchased for his own family, in order to erect the Wombeetch Puyuun
Grave Monument, he and his own family being buried in modest graves. [Criterion H]
The Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave are of social significance to Eastern Maar
people including the descendants of the Liwura Gundidj clan of the Djargurd Wurrung people. The monument is
well-known and visited by the Eastern Maar and other Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Victorians (and Australians)
interested in the colonial history of Victoria and reconciliation. The story of the Wombeetch Puyuun and James
Dawson has found an audience beyond Camperdown and Western Victoria and resonates across the State. It
speaks to the impact of European colonisation on Aboriginal communities from the early 1800s to today, which is
an important and challenging history that contributes to Victoria’s contemporary sense of identity. [Criterion G]
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Categories of works or activities (permit exemptions)
recommended under section 38 (section 40(4)(b))
Introduction
The purpose of this information is to assist owners and other interested parties when considering or making
decisions regarding works to a registered place. It is recommended that any proposed works be discussed with an
officer of Heritage Victoria prior to making a permit application. Discussing proposed works will assist in answering
questions the owner may have and aid any decisions regarding works to the place.
It is acknowledged that alterations and other works may be required to keep places and objects in good repair and
adapt them for use into the future. However, under the Act a person must not knowingly, recklessly or negligently
remove, relocate or demolish, damage or despoil, develop or alter or excavate all or any part of any part of a
registered place without approval. It should be noted that the definition of ‘develop’ in the Act includes any works
on, over or under the place.
If a person wishes to undertake works or activities in relation to a registered place or registered object, they must
apply to the Executive Director for a permit. The purpose of a permit is to enable appropriate change to a place and
to effectively manage adverse impacts on the cultural heritage significance of a place as a consequence of change.
If an owner is uncertain whether a heritage permit is required, it is recommended that Heritage Victoria be
contacted.
Permits are required for anything which alters the place or object, unless a permit exemption is granted. Permit
exemptions usually cover routine maintenance and upkeep issues faced by owners as well as minor works or
works to the elements of the place or object that are not significant. They may include appropriate works that are
specified in a conservation management plan. Permit exemptions can be granted at the time of registration (under
section 38 of the Act) or after registration (under section 92 of the Act). It should be noted that the addition of new
buildings to the registered place, as well as alterations to the interior and exterior of existing buildings requires a
permit, unless a specific permit exemption is granted.
Disrepair of registered place or registered object
Under section 152 of the Act, the owner of a registered place or registered object must not allow that place or
object to fall into disrepair.
Failure to maintain registered place or registered object
Under section 153 of the Act, the owner of a registered place or registered object must not fail to maintain that
place or object to the extent that its conservation is threatened.
Conservation management plans
It is recommended that a Conservation Management Plan is developed to manage the place in a manner which
respects its cultural heritage significance.
Archaeology
There is no identified archaeology of State-level significance at the place. However, any works that may affect
historical archaeological features, deposits or artefacts at the place is likely to require a permit, permit exemption or
consent. Advice should be sought from the Archaeology Team at Heritage Victoria.
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Aboriginal cultural heritage
If any Aboriginal cultural heritage is discovered or exposed at any time it is necessary to immediately contact First
Peoples – State Relations in the Department of Premier and Cabinet to ascertain requirements under the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. If works are proposed which have the potential to disturb or have an impact on
Aboriginal cultural heritage it is necessary to contact First Peoples – State Relations in the Department of Premier
and Cabinet to ascertain any requirements under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.
The Heritage Act 2017 and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 are separate pieces of legislation. Please be aware
that both Acts are required to be satisfied and satisfying the requirements of one Act may not satisfy the
requirements of the other.
Other approvals
Please be aware that approval from other authorities (such as local government) may be required to undertake
works.
Notes
•
•
•

All works should ideally be informed by a Conservation Management Plan prepared for the place. The Executive
Director is not bound by any Conservation Management Plan and permits still must be obtained for works
suggested in any Conservation Management Plan.
Nothing in this determination prevents the Heritage Council from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exemptions.
Nothing in this determination exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or
building permits where applicable.

General Conditions
•
•

All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of
the registered place.
Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of works that original or previously hidden
or inaccessible details of the place are revealed which relate to the significance of the place, then the exemption
covering such works must cease and Heritage Victoria must be notified as soon as possible.

Permit Exemptions
The following permit exemptions are not considered to cause harm to the cultural heritage significance of the
Wombeetch Puyuun Grave Monument and Dawson Family Grave.
Specific Permit Exemptions
General
•

•

Minor repairs and maintenance which replaces like with like. Repairs and maintenance must maximise
protection and retention of fabric and include the conservation of existing details or elements. Any repairs and
maintenance must not exacerbate the decay of fabric due to chemical incompatibility of new materials, obscure
fabric or limit access to such fabric for future maintenance.
Works or activities, including emergency stabilisation, necessary to secure safety in an emergency where a
structure or part of a structure has been irreparably damaged or destabilised and poses a safety risk to its
users or the public. The Executive Director must be notified within seven days of the commencement of these
works or activities.
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•

Gentle cleaning including the removal of surface deposits by the use of low-pressure water (to maximum of 300
psi at the surface being cleaned) and neutral detergents (not household bleach) and mild brushing and
scrubbing with plastic – not wire – brushes.

Gardening, trees and plants
•
•
•
•
•

The processes of gardening including mowing, pruning, mulching, fertilising, removal of dead or diseased
plants, disease and weed control and maintenance to care for existing plants.
Removal of tree seedlings and suckers without the use of herbicides.
Management and maintenance of trees including formative and remedial pruning, removal of deadwood and
pest and disease control.
Emergency tree works to maintain public safety provided the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria is notified
within seven days of the removal or works occurring.
Removal of noxious weeds.

Hard Landscape Elements
•

Removal of the early 2000s seat.

Cemetery-related works (to graves other than that of Wombeetch Puyuun and the Dawson Family)
•

Interments, burials and erection of monuments, re-use of graves, burial of cremated remains, and exhumation
of remains.
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Appendix 1
Heritage Council of Victoria determination (section 41)
The Heritage Council of Victoria is an independent statutory body that will make a determination on this
recommendation under section 49 of the Act. It will consider the recommendation after a period of 60 days from the
date the notice of recommendation is published on its website under section 41.
Making a submission to the Heritage Council (section 44)
Within the period of 60 days, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object may
make a submission to the Heritage Council regarding the recommendation and request a hearing in relation to that
submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s
website.
Consideration of submissions to the Heritage Council (section 46)
(1)

(2)

(3)

The Heritage Council must consider—
(a)

any written submission made to it under section 44; and

(b)

any further information provided to the Heritage Council in response to a request under section 45.

The Heritage Council must conduct a hearing in relation to a submission if—
(a)

the submission includes a request for a hearing before the Heritage Council; and

(b)

the submission is made by a person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place or object
that is the subject of the submission.

Despite subsection (2), the Heritage Council may conduct a hearing in relation to a submission in any other
circumstances the Heritage Council considers appropriate.

Determinations of the Heritage Council (section 49)
(1)

After considering a recommendation that a place or object should or should not be included in the Heritage
Register and any submissions in respect of the recommendation and conducting any hearing into the
submissions, the Heritage Council may—
(a)

determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is of State-level cultural heritage significance
and is to be included in the Heritage Register; or

(b)

determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is not of State-level cultural heritage
significance and is not to be included in the Heritage Register; or

(c)

in the case of a recommendation in respect of a place, determine that the place is not to be included in
the Heritage Register but—

(d)

(i)

refer the recommendation and any submissions to the relevant planning authority for
consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme; or

(ii)

determine that it is more appropriate for steps to be taken under the Planning and Environment
Act 1987 or by any other means to protect or conserve the place; or

in the case of a recommendation in respect of additional land which has been nominated to be
included in the Heritage Register as part of a registered place in accordance with section 32,
determine that the land be included in the Heritage Register if—
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(e)
(2)

(i)

the State-level cultural heritage significance of the place would be substantially less if the land
or any part of the land which is or has been used in conjunction with the place were developed;
or

(ii)

the land surrounding the place is important to the protection or conservation of the place or
contributes to the understanding of the place; or

determine that the object is integral to understanding the cultural heritage significance of a registered
place or a place the Heritage Council has determined to be included in the Heritage Register.

The Heritage Council must make a determination under subsection (1)—
(a)

within 40 days after the date on which written submissions may be made under section 44; or

(b)

if any hearing is conducted into the written submissions, within 90 days after the completion of the
hearing.

(3)

A determination that a place or part of a place, or object, should be included in the Heritage Register may
include categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the place or object for which a
permit under this Act is not required, if the Heritage Council considers that the works or activities would not
harm the cultural heritage significance of the place or object.

(4)

If the Heritage Council determines to include a place in the Heritage Register, with the consent of the owner
of the place, the Heritage Council may determine to include in the Heritage Register additional land of the
owner that is ancillary to the place.

(5)

If a member of the Heritage Council makes a submission under section 44 in respect of a recommendation,
the member must not take part in the consideration or determination of the Heritage Council.

(6)

The Heritage Council must notify the Executive Director of any determination under this section as soon as
practicable after the determination.

Obligations of owners of places and objects (section 42)
(1)

The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the
Executive Director in writing of—
(a)

any works or activities that are being carried out in relation to the place or object at the time the
statement is given; and

(b)

any application for a planning permit or a building permit, or for an amendment to that permit, that has
been made in relation to the place but not determined at the time the statement is given; and

(c)

any works or activities that are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object at the time
the statement is given.

(2)
An advice under subsection (1) must be given within 10 days after the statement of recommendation is given
under section 40.
(3)
The owner of a place to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the Executive
Director in writing of an application, permit or amendment if, before a determination under section 49 or 52 in
respect of a place—
(a)

an application for a planning permit or a building permit or for an amendment to that permit in relation
to the place is made; or

(b)

a planning permit or building permit or an amendment to that permit in relation to the place is granted.
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(4)

An advice under subsection (3) must be given within 10 days after the making of the application or the grant
of the permit or amendment.

(5)

The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the
Executive Director in writing of the following activities or proposals if, before a determination is made under
section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object—
(a)

any activities are carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place or object;

(b)

any activities are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place
or object.

(6)

An advice under subsection (5) must be given within 10 days after the owner becomes aware of the activity
or the proposal, as the case requires.

(7)

If, before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object, a proposal is made
to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object, the owner of the place or object must advise the
Executive Director in writing of that proposal.

(8)

An advice under subsection (7) must be given at least 10 days before entering into the contract for the
disposal of the place or object.

(9)

The owner of a place or object who proposes to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object
before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of the place or object must, before entering
into a contract for that disposal, give a copy of the statement of proposed contract, is to acquire the place or
object or part of the place or object.

Owners of places and objects must comply with obligations (section 43)
An owner of a place or object to whom section 42 applies must comply with that section.
Penalty:

In the case of a natural person, 120 penalty units;
In the case of a body corporate, 240 penalty units.
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