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Executive Director recommendation to the Heritage 
Council   

 

The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria (Executive Director) recommends that the Heritage Council not include 

the Selwyn House, 3 Glendye Court, Toorak, in the VHR in accordance with section 49 of the Act by determining 

that:  

 

• The Selwyn House is not of State-level cultural heritage significance and should not be included in the 

VHR in accordance with s.49(1)(b) of the Act. 

• The information presented in this recommendation suggests that the Selwyn House may be of potential 

local significance. 

• Under section 49(1)(c)(i) of the Act the Heritage Council may wish to refer the recommendation and any 

submissions to the relevant planning authority for consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme. 

 

Interior photography 

The Executive Director will provide the Heritage Council with additional photographs of the interior for the purposes 

of making a determination. It should be noted that the alterations made to the interior by Holgar & Holgar (1980s) 

and between 2021 and 2022 mean that the images contained in the History Section report from the 1960s do not 

reflect how the interior currently looks. 

 

 
 

Explanatory note to readers 

 

The system of heritage protection in Victoria essentially operates at two levels. 

 

Most heritage places in Victoria will be important at a local level to particular communities. These heritage 

places may be appropriate for protection by local government by means of a Heritage Overlay under the local 

planning scheme. 

 

A much smaller percentage of places and objects will be important at a State level. This means that they tell an 

important story in the history of Victoria, rather than the history of their local area or region.  Places and objects 

of State-level cultural heritage significance may be considered for inclusion in the VHR under the Act. 

 

The very high benchmark or ‘threshold’ for inclusion in the VHR is demonstrated by the fact that as of 2019, 

there were just over 2,320 places of State-level significance which were included in the VHR. This compares to 

over 19,000 places of local-level importance protected by Victoria’s 79 councils in Heritage Overlays. In other 

words, roughly 10% of Victoria heritage places were protected at a State-level by inclusion in the VHR 

compared with 90% being protected by local government. 

 

Heritage Victoria’s responsibility is to assess whether a place or object is of cultural heritage significance at the 

State level. Heritage Victoria cannot assess or advise as to whether a place is of local-level significance, this 

being a matter for local government.  

 

This current process under the Act has been initiated to establish whether the place or object is of cultural 

heritage significance to the State of Victoria. Any recommendation or finding should not be seen to overshadow 

or outweigh any significance that the place or object may otherwise retain, particularly at the local level. 
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The process from here 

1. The Heritage Council publishes the Executive Director’s recommendation (section 41). 

The Heritage Council of Victoria will publish the Executive Director’s recommendation on its website for a period of 
60 days.  

2. Making a submission to the Heritage Council (sections 44 and 45) 

Within the 60-day publication period, any person or body can make a submission to the Heritage Council. This 

submission can support the recommendation, or object to the recommendation and a hearing can be requested in 

relation to the submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the 

Heritage Council of Victoria’s website: 

https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/ 

3. Heritage Council determination (sections 46 and 49) 

The Heritage Council of Victoria is an independent statutory body. It is responsible for making the final 
determination to include or not include the place or object in the VHR, or amend a place or object already in the 
VHR.  

If no submissions are received, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 40 days of the publication 
closing date. 

If submissions are received, the Heritage Council may decide to hold a hearing in relation to the submission. If a 
hearing does take place, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 90 days after the completion of 
the hearing.  

4. Obligations of owners of places and objects (sections 42 and 43)  

The owner of a place or object which is the subject of a recommendation to the Heritage Council has certain 

obligations under the Act. These relate to advising the Executive Director in writing of any works or activities that 

are being carried out, proposed or planned for the place.  

The owner also has an obligation to provide a copy of this statement of recommendation to any potential 

purchasers of the place or object before entering into a contract. 

5. Further information 

The relevant sections of the Act are provided at Appendix 1. 

 
  

https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/
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Description 

The following is a description of the Selwyn House at the time of the site inspection by Heritage Victoria in February 

2022.  

Selwyn House (also known as Naliandrah) is a partially double-storeyed flat-roofed rendered brick residence in the 

Melbourne suburb of Toorak. Sited at the end of a short cul-de-sac, the house occupies a block with a wide 

frontage and thus presents an elongated façade to the public realm. This façade comprises an arcade of five 

segmental arches at ground level, with the central bay forming a recessed entry porch and the flanking bays having 

full-height windows. The main entry has carved double doors, flanked by full-height sidelights and ornate coach 

lamps. The partial second storey, which aligns with the three arcaded bays to the right, also has full-height 

windows. These windows are concealed by a rectangular filigree screen, with a motif based on the letter S 

(denoting the owner’s surname), which extends across the first-floor level, including the flat roofed portion above 

the two arcaded bays to the left. Further south, not visible from the street, there is a large flat-roofed cabana on an 

eye-shaped plan, accessed from the main house by a flat-roofed link. Its convex facade is fully glazed, with full-

height windows and french doors. The cabana opens onto a landscaped area with paved paths, garden beds, a 

small lawn area and a rectilinear swimming pool that runs along the south side of the property. 

At the time of inspection, the house was undergoing a major internal refurbishment. While the original plan form 

remains evident, plasterboard ceilings, walls and decorative elements had been removed from the upstairs and 

most of the downstairs rooms. The entry foyer retains its floating staircase and a small portion of the thick vinyl floor 

tiles in imitation of travertine. The study, which opens off the right side of the foyer, is probably the most intact 

remaining room, with a full-height built-in timber storage unit along one wall. The formal living/dining area, which 

opens off the right of the foyer through a parabolic arched doorway, retains its parquetry floor (although the former 

conversation pit in one corner has been infilled, presumably in the 1980s) and heavy yellow curtains to the full-

height windows. L-shaped in plan, these living areas straddle a small glass-walled courtyard or lightwell, which is 

paved in blue-patterned ceramic tiles with a concrete fountain in the centre. The connecting link between the main 

house and cabana has a long hexagonal skylight, with a vaulted clear plastic roof. The cabana retains its original 

vinyl flooring, built-in timber bar (with a small arched servery hatch in the adjacent wall) and distinctive ceiling light 

in the form of a broad cone-shaped shade with radiating fins. The lively patterned wallpaper visible in early 

photographs is no longer evident, having been either removed or overpainted.  

Virtually no evidence remains of the kitchen (as remodelled in the 1980s) or bathroom fitouts. In the former master 

bathroom suite, a rectangular indentation in the floor marks the former location of the sunken bath.  

  

2022, view of house from Glendye Court. 
 

 

2022, view of cabana showing garden area. 
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2022, main entry with foyer beyond 
 

 

2022, living room showing infilled conversation pit 

 

2022, central paved courtyard viewed from above 
 

 

2022, cabana interior showing bar and light fitting 
 

History 

The Selwyn family 

The Selwyn House was commissioned by Polish émigré couple: businessman Alan Selwyn also known as Isaak 

Zyberfenig (1920-2014) and his wife, also known as Ada Gurwicz (1925-2019). Selwyn hailed from Białystok, 

where he represented the third generation in a large textile manufacturing company founded by his grandfather. 

The business became very successful but, with the changing political circumstances of the late 1930s, the family 

was forced to flee Poland. They resided in Russia for some time before migrating to Australia in 1946, sponsored 

by a Jewish welfare organisation. Settling in Melbourne, the family anglicised their names. In partnership with their 

father, Alan and brother John (formerly Jacob) commenced business as importers and exporters, which grew into a 

successful and lucrative concern. In the early 1960s, John Selwyn and his wife proposed to build a new house in 

Nola Court, Toorak, and engaged the Polish-born husband-and-wife architectural firm of Holgar & Holgar. Not to be 

outdone, John’s brother Alan and his wife Ada (who married in 1948) followed suit and, when proposing to build 

their own house in Toorak a few years later, engaged the same architects for the job.  
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John and Helen Holgar 

The architectural partnership of Holgar & Holgar was founded by John Holgar (1922-2006) and his wife Helen 

(1923-2012). Although they were both born in Poland, they did not meet until they were studying architecture 

together at the University of Rome in Italy. Moving to London in 1947, they married, completed their studies and 

gained experience in architectural offices. Contemplating a return to Poland, they opted instead to migrate to 

Australia, arriving in Melbourne in 1952. Initially, both found employment in the office of Godfrey, Spowers, 

Hughes, Mewton & Lobb, with John later working for Arthur Purnell and Helen in Brian Lewis’s private practice, 

then becoming an associate of hotel specialist D F Cowell Ham. In 1957, the couple entered and won the Ideal 

Home competition with a scheme for a flat-roofed glass-fronted modernist house. The consequent flood of publicity 

spurred John to leave Purnell’s employ and open his own practice. His wife Helen spent another eighteen months 

with Grounds, Romberg & Boyd before joining her husband in 1959 to form the partnership of Holgar & Holgar.   

Holgar & Holgar’s Work 

Holgar & Holgar’s early output was primarily residential commissions that followed the same hard-edged modernist 

style that characterised their prize-winning Ideal Home competition entry. However, from the early 1960s, they 

began to develop a more idiosyncratic style that incorporated non-rectilinear geometry and the use of rich 

decorative finishes. From the beginning, the couple designed houses for fellow members of Melbourne’s post-war 

European migrant community, and this would become a recurring theme throughout their practice. Some of these 

houses, commissioned by successful and wealthy self-made businesspeople, were grand in scale and luxurious in 

fitout. In the mid-1960s, Helen Holgar returned to Continental Europe for the first time in nearly two decades, 

ostensibly to visit relatives in Poland but also to survey new trends in contemporary architecture and design. 

Impressed by what she saw, she would subsequently embark upon regular and extensive overseas travel, 

attending trade shows, exhibitions and high-end retail stores. This was to have a profound impact on the work that 

Holgar & Holgar undertook from the later 1960s onwards, when their output chiefly comprised large-scale 

residences for wealthy émigré families for whom cost was no object. These houses were characterised by 

expansive planning with ample space for entertaining, and lavish interior fitouts with high-end finishes, designer 

furniture and fixtures, fittings and furniture that were bespoke or imported, or both.   

From the late 1960s, Holgar & Holgar established themselves as Melbourne’s most sought-after designers of 

palatial houses along these grand lines. As demand for such houses abated in the later 1970s, the couple turned to 

the design of project houses, which sustained their practice into the early 1980s, although they would subsequently 

receive commissions for a few more large-scale mansions in the later 1980s and early 1990s. The practice finally 

closed in 1999, after John Holgar suffered a stroke. After he died in 2006, his widow Helen continuing to reside in 

their Eaglemont house (which they had designed for themselves some forty years earlier) until her own death in 

2012. 

New House at 3 Glendye Court 

Design (1966) 

Alan and Ada Selwyn had resided in Toorak for some years prior to 1966, when they acquired a vacant lot in 

Glendye Court, a cul-de-sac subdivision created the previous year. They commissioned Holgar & Holgar to design 

a new house. Sketch plans dated September 1966 proposed a partial two-storey dwelling on an elongated plan. 

The ground floor comprised extensive reception spaces, including a large L-shaped formal living and dining area 

(incorporating a conversation pit) straddling a lightwell court, opening to a top-lit patio area (also referred to as the 

‘dance floor’) and thence to a large cabana with recessed podium. The cabana opened out to a paved terrace and 

garden area, with a small swimming pool of curved form. The ground floor otherwise included a large study and 

extensive back-of-house service areas. Upstairs there were three bedrooms, with the master bedroom providing 

separate dressing areas, lounge, and bathroom with sunken bath and solarium.  

Construction (1966-67) 

Construction of the house, by builder Solomon Susskind, was reportedly nearing completion in mid-1967, when a 

photograph appeared in a daily newspaper. The completed house was never published in any architectural 

journals, but it belatedly received national exposure when profiled as a ‘House of the Week’ in a 1969 issue of the 

Australian Women’s Weekly. During the 1970s, the residence not only hosted the Selwyn family’s private social 
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occasions but was also made available by them for meetings or events of various Jewish groups, charities, and 

fundraising appeals. The house was known as ‘Naliandrah’ which, according to some sources, means ‘butterfly’ in 

an Aboriginal language.  

Renovation (1980s) 

In the 1980s, the Selwyns wished to update the house and turned to its original architects, Holgar & Holgar. A new 

rectangular swimming pool, with butterfly mural, was installed to replace the smaller curved pool. The exterior of 

the house was otherwise left intact, but parts of the interior were remodelled, including a new kitchen fitout, infilling 

of the conversation pit, and new built-in furniture in the living areas. After Alan Selwyn died in 2014, his widow Ada 

remained living in the house until her own death in 2019. The following year, the entire contents of the house were 

sold at auction, which included some of the original furniture and decorative items from the late 1960s, as well as 

from the 1980s renovation. Following the auction, the house was acquired by the current owners via a private sale.    

 

 

Floorplan at ground floor (left) and first floor (right) levels 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 

  

1969, principal frontage to Glendye Court. 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 

1969, side frontage showing cabana, pool and garden  

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 
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1978, view of formal living room with conversation pit. 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 

1968, view of formal dining room. 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 

  

1969, view of master bedroom.  

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 

1969, master bathroom showing sunken bath 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 
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1969, view of the cabana 

Source: Australian Women’s Weekly, 27/08/1969 
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Further information 

Relevant Authority Stonnington City Council 

Heritage Overlay There is currently no Heritage Overlay for this place.  

Other Overlays There are no other overlays for this place. 

Other Listings There are no other listings for this place. 

Other Names Former Selwyn House, Naliandrah 

Traditional Owner Information 

The Selwyn House is located on the traditional land of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung. The Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 

Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation is the Registered Aboriginal Party under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. 

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register 

The Selwyn House is not included in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register nor is it in an area of Aboriginal 

cultural heritage sensitivity.  

Integrity  

The integrity of the place is fair. While the cultural heritage values of the place can still be read in the exterior, 

changes to the interior have impacted on its ability to demonstrate the cultural heritage values of the place.  

(February 2022).  

Intactness  

The intactness of the place is variable.  

Exterior 

The exterior is substantially intact to the period 1966-67, with relatively minor changes such as the removal of 

segmental arched hoods from the cabana windows.  

Interior 

The interior has been altered, with a number of changes made during 1980s refurbishment (eg infilling of original 

conversation pit). Since the property changed hands in 2020, the kitchen, rear service rooms and all of the upstairs 

rooms have been partially or completely altered by the removal of plaster ceilings, walls and decoration. Only a few 

spaces now retain evidence of original finishes, fittings and fixtures from 1966-67. (February 2022).  

Condition  

The condition of the place is fair. The exterior shows some minor signs of deterioration (February 2022). 

Note: The condition of a place or object does not influence the assessment of its cultural heritage significance. A 

place may be in very poor condition and still be of very high intactness or integrity. Conversely, a place/object may 

be in excellent condition but have poor intactness or integrity.  
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Statutory requirements under section 40. 

Terms of the recommendation (section 40 (3)(a)) 

The Executive Director recommends that the Selwyn House is not included in the VHR. 

Information to identify the place or object (section 40(3)(b)) 

Name: Selwyn House  

Address: 3 Glendye Court, Toorak 

Location diagram (section 40(3)(b)) 
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Reasons for the recommendation, including an 
assessment of the State-level cultural heritage 
significance of place/object (section 40(3)(c)) 

Following is the Executive Director's assessment of the Selwyn House against the tests set out in The Victorian 
Heritage Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines. A place or object must be found by the Heritage Council to 
meet Step 2 of at least one criterion to meet the State level threshold for inclusion in the VHR. 

CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history.  

Step 1: Test for satisfying Criterion A  

The place/object has a CLEAR ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom 

or way of life in Victoria’s cultural history plus 

The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources or oral history plus 

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to 

Victoria. 

Executive Director’s Response 

The Selwyn House has a clear association with 1) postwar domestic architecture; and 2) postwar migration from 

Europe. 

The association of the Selwyn House to 1) postwar domestic architecture in Victoria; and 2) postwar migration from 

Europe to Victoria is evident in the physical fabric of the place and in documentary resources and oral history.  

The historical phases/events 1) postwar domestic architecture; and 2) postwar migration from Europe are of 

importance to the state, having made a strong and influential contribution to Victoria. 

Step 1 of Criterion A is likely to be satisfied. 

Step 2: State Level significance test for Criterion A  

The place/object allows the clear association with the event, phase etc. of historical importance to be 

UNDERSTOOD BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA WITH SUBSTANTIALLY 

THE SAME ASSOCIATION. 

Executive Director’s Response 

1) Postwar domestic architecture 

The Selwyn House does not allow its association with postwar domestic architecture to be understood better than 

most other places or objects in Victoria with substantially the same association. The interior of the building was 

substantially altered in 2021-22. Despite the popularity of this house in architectural circles and amongst interest 

groups on the Internet, most of the interior décor and furniture (moveable), as well as fixtures and fittings depicted 

in photographs reproduced on the Internet, are no longer extant, an auction having taken place in 2020. The loss of 

interior intactness renders this place ‘less able to be understood’ than other places with intact interiors (see 

Comparisons section of this report) which better represent the historical theme of postwar domestic architecture. 

2) Postwar migration from Europe. 

The experience of postwar migration is evident in thousands of places and objects across Victoria. The Selwyn 

House is an example of a grand architect-designed house constructed for/by European migrants in the postwar 

period. Both the commissioning couple (the Selwyns) and the architects (the Holgars) were postwar Polish 

migrants.  
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Residences designed by émigré architects 

The entry of émigré architects into the architectural profession in Victoria marked an important moment in the 

state’s design history. The era saw the rise of designers including Frederick Romberg, Anatol Kagan, Ernest Fooks, 

Ernest Milston, Kurt Elsner, Harry Ernest, Kurt Popper, and Gerd and Renate Block. Many brought with them the 

principles and ethos of Bauhaus – simplicity and functionality, with material selection revitalising design. Their 

works shaped the inner suburbs such as Toorak, South Yarra and Caulfield, and beyond. Some, like Holgar & 

Holgar, designed for other migrants who had the means to commission architect-designed residences. 

The Selwyn House does not allow its association with residences designed by émigré architects to be understood 

better than most other places or objects in Victoria with substantially the same association. The interior of the 

building was substantially altered in 2021-22, and interior design and styling was integral to the aesthetic of Holgar 

& Holgar. The loss of interior intactness renders this place ‘less able to be understood’ than other places with intact 

interiors (such as the Ernest Fooks House VHR H2191) which better represent this historical theme. 

Residences commissioned by migrants 

Some postwar European migrants established new businesses that brought them success and wealth and the 

impetus to provide themselves with grand residences that expressed their new status. This was represented by a 

considerable number of large and conspicuously opulent houses erected during the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s. Many of 

these houses still survive today to provide evidence of this historical phase (see Comparisons section of this 

report). 

The Selwyn House does not allow its association with residences commissioned by migrants to be understood 

better than most other places or objects in Victoria with substantially the same association. The interior of the 

building was substantially altered in 2021-22, and interior design and styling was integral to the aesthetic of Holgar 

& Holgar. The historical theme can be equally or better understood in numerous other residences across 

metropolitan Melbourne and Victoria more broadly, including those with more intact interiors which better 

demonstrate the opulence of such architect-designed migrant homes. 

Criterion A is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 

CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural 

history. 

Step 1:  Test for Satisfying Criterion B 

The place/object has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom or 

way of life of importance in Victoria’s cultural history. 

plus 

The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources or oral history. 

plus 

The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, being one of a small number of places/objects remaining that 

demonstrates the important event, phase etc. 

or 

The place/object is RARE OR UNCOMMON, containing unusual features of note that were not widely replicated 

or 

The existence of the class of place/object that demonstrates the important event, phase etc is ENDANGERED to 

the point of rarity due to threats and pressures on such places/objects. 

Executive Director’s Response 

The Selwyn House has a clear association with the development of domestic architecture in the latter decades of 

the twentieth century, and more specifically with the theme of wealthy and successful migrant families building 

grand houses for themselves. These associations are evident in the physical fabric of the place, and in 

documentary resources.  While the scale and degree of luxury exhibited by these houses may appear unusual (eg 

the integration of expansive entertaining spaces, dance floors, card rooms and conservation pits), such elements 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/04/t-magazine/bauhaus-school-architecture-history.html
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were typical in houses of this type and era, particularly those designed by Holgar & Holgar. As many such houses 

were built, the Selwyn House cannot be considered as a rare, uncommon or endangered example.  

The house can neither be considered rare as an example of the work of Holgar & Holgar. By their own account, the 

couple had designed around 100 houses by the mid-1970s, including some 25 houses in Toorak alone.  

Step 1 of Criterion B is not likely to be satisfied. 

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Victoria’s 

cultural history. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion C 

The:  

• visible physical fabric; &/or  

• documentary evidence; &/or  

• oral history, 

relating to the place/object indicates a likelihood that the place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE of historical 

interest that is NOT CURRENTLY VISIBLE OR UNDERSTOOD. 

plus 

From what we know of the place/object, the physical evidence is likely to be of an INTEGRITY and/or CONDITION 

that it COULD YIELD INFORMATION through detailed investigation. 

Executive Director’s Response 

It is unlikely that the Selwyn House contains physical evidence of historical interest that is not currently visible or 

understood. Its form, function and historical interest are evident in the fabric of the place, and it is well documented.   

Step 1 of Criterion C is not likely to be satisfied. 

CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural 

places and objects. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion D 

The place/object is one of a CLASS of places/objects that has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, 

process, function, movement, important person(s), custom or way of life in Victoria’s history. 

plus 

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to 

Victoria. 

plus 

The principal characteristics of the class are EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object. 

Executive Director’s Response 

What is the class? 

The Selwyn House belongs in the class of large-scale and luxuriously appointed residences of the postwar era. 

This class has an association with the development of domestic architecture in the latter decades of the twentieth 

century, which is a phase of historical importance to Victoria.   

What are the principal characteristics of the class? 

The principal characteristics of this class include large scale with eye-catching architectural expression to the public 

realm; generous garage; landscaped setting; extensive indoor living areas for entertaining; service areas (scullery 

and maid’s quarters); courtyard/lightwell element; prominent staircase in the main entry foyer; expansive bedrooms 

and bathrooms; luxurious fitouts with unusual elements such as conversation pits, bandstands and sunken baths; 

opulent carpets, wall paper and curtains, high-end fixtures and fittings. 
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Are the principal characteristics evident in the physical fabric of the place? 

Exterior of Selwyn House 

The exterior of the Selwyn House is still substantially intact. Extant exterior characteristics are the large scale with 

eye-catching architectural expression to the public realm (including elliptical arches and featurist-style grille 

screen); generous garage; landscaped setting with sun terrace, roof deck and swimming pool (although not the 

original 1970s swimming pool). 

Interior of Selwyn House 

The interior of the house has recently been largely altered pending a near-total refurbishment. The overall plan 

remains relatively intact, and the notion of expansive living spaces can still be interpreted to some extent. The eye-

shaped cabana retains its form. However, the removal of the conversation pit in the 1980s, and the more recent 

stripping of much of the interior (2021-22) has resulted in a notable loss of physical fabric. While elements such as 

the formal staircase and light-well still remain, as well as a small amount of built-in furniture, the stripping out of the 

kitchen, bathroom and bedrooms has removed virtually all evidence of the high-end finishes, fixtures and fittings 

that define the class. Little or no evidence now remains of more unusual features such as the conversation pit, 

sunken bath in the Roman style, solarium and bandstand.  

Some of the principal characteristics are evident in the physical fabric of the place. 

Step 1 of Criterion D is likely to be satisfied. 

Step 2: State Level Significance Test Criterion D 

The place/object is a NOTABLE EXAMPLE of the class in Victoria (refer to Reference Tool D). 

Executive Director’s Response 

In its current state, the interior of the Selwyn House no longer demonstrates the principal characteristics of its class 

to a sufficient degree to allow the place be read as a notable example in Victoria.  

Criterion D is not likely to be satisfied at the State level. 

CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion E 

The PHYSICAL FABRIC of the place/object clearly exhibits particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Executive Director’s Response 

The physical fabric of the Selwyn House exhibits particular aesthetic design characteristics.   

The Executive Director is of the view that the aesthetic characteristics of an architecturally designed building are 

better considered under Criterion D. This is a longstanding approach to Criterion E. 
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CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 

a particular period. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion F 

The place/object contains PHYSICAL EVIDENCE that clearly demonstrates creative or technical ACHIEVEMENT 

for the time in which it was created. 

plus 

The physical evidence demonstrates a HIGH DEGREE OF INTEGRITY. 

Executive Director’s Response 

Selwyn House exhibits design characteristics which were creatively progressive in residential architecture of the 

period. These include the use of elliptical arches and a full-width facade screen to the street facade, as well as the 

extremely lavish interior fitout that made extensive use of high-end finishes as well as fittings, fixtures and furniture 

that were bespoke or imported, or both (many of which are no longer extant). These elements, however, do not 

constitute a ‘creative or technical achievement for the time in which they were created’. While such elements were 

creatively progressive, chic and stylish, they do not represent a design or artistic breakthrough in the mid-1960s. 

Step 1 of Criterion F is not likely to be satisfied. 

CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular present-day community or cultural 

group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.  

Step 1:  Test for Satisfying Criterion G 

Evidence exists of a community or cultural group. 

(A community or cultural group is a group of people who share a common interest, including an experience, 

purpose, belief system, culture, ethnicity or values.) 

plus 

Evidence exists of a strong attachment between the COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP and the place/object in 

the present-day context. 

plus 

Evidence exists of a time depth to that attachment. 

Executive Director’s Response 

During its early occupation by the Selwyn family in the later 1960s and ‘70s, the house hosted many of their private 

social occasions as well as meetings, fundraisers and other events associated with various Jewish welfare and 

charity groups. However, no evidence has been found that a strong attachment still remains between the place and 

any such community or cultural groups.  

Step 1 of Criterion G is not likely to be satisfied. 
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CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in Victoria’s history. 

Step 1: Test for Satisfying Criterion H 

The place/object has a DIRECT ASSOCIATION with a person or group of persons who have made a strong or 

influential CONTRIBUTION to the course of Victoria’s history. 

plus 

The ASSOCIATION of the place/object to the person(s) IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object 

and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history. 

plus 

The ASSOCIATION:  

• directly relates to ACHIEVEMENTS of the person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or  

• relates to an enduring and/or close INTERACTION between the person(s) and the place/object. 

Executive Director’s Response 

Selwyn House is associated with: 

John and Helen Holgar 

The architects John and Helen Holgar, important figures in the Melbourne architectural scene from the mid-1960s 

to the mid-1970s. The Executive Director is of the view that the achievements of Holgar and Holgar to postwar 

Melbourne architecture are better assessed under the other Criteria.  

Alan and Ada Selwyn 

Alan and Ada Selwyn, the commissioning owners. The couple were prominent members of Melbourne’s postwar 

Jewish community, active in philanthropic and charitable ventures. Their achievements and contributions are 

perhaps best recognised through their philanthropy rather than their former residence. See:  

https://cabrinifoundation.com.au/stories/supporters/ada-and-eva-selwyn/ 

Step 1 of Criterion H is not likely to be satisfied. 

  

https://cabrinifoundation.com.au/stories/supporters/ada-and-eva-selwyn/
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Comparisons 

Mid-to-late 1960s residences included in the VHR 

Heide II, Templestowe (VHR H1494) 

Heide II in Templestowe is of architectural, historical, cultural, 
aesthetic, and scientific (horticultural) significance to the State 
of Victoria. Designed by David McGlashan of the firm 
McGlashan & Everist, it was constructed in 1967 as a ‘gallery 
that could be lived in’ for arts patrons John and Sunday Reed. 
The building is regarded as one of the finest contemporary 
houses in Victoria. It demonstrates the skilful distillation of 
several themes in post-war modernism and was awarded the 
RAIA (Victorian Chapter) Bronze Medal in 1968. The house is 
integrated into a garden landscape that is of aesthetic 
significance in its own right. The Reed’s lived there for 12 
years before it became a public art gallery. The place is of 
historical significance for its association with John and Sunday 
Reed and the development of Modernism in Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

Baker House, Long Forest (VHR H2118) 

The Baker House group is of architectural significance to the 
State of Victoria. Michael and Rosemary Baker commissioned 
Robin Boyd to design the house in 1966 for their bush block 
near Bacchus Marsh. Boyd designed the additional Dower 
house for the site in 1968. In the 1970s, Roy Grounds 
designed a library to house the Bakers’ book collection. The 
place is of State-level cultural heritage significance as a 
cohesive group of buildings that are a fine example of the work 
of two of Victoria’s most prominent architects. The Baker and 
the Dower house, are particularly innovative examples of the 
architects’ work. 
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Peter Burns House, Bend of Islands (VHR H2314) 

The Burns house 'Kangaroo', in Bend of Islands, is of 
architectural and historical significance to the state of Victoria. 
Erected by architect Peter Burns from 1968, it was initially 
conceived as a weekender and eventually became a 
permanent residence. It is architecturally significant as a 
reflection of the diversity and innovation of the multiple 
architectural streams that emerged within late modernism 
during the post-World War II period. Modernism was then 
being challenged across all artistic disciplines, and in 
architecture greater consideration was being given to buildings 
as an emotionally and psychologically nurturing context for 
human activity. It reflects both the experimentation with form 
and materials typical of this period and the relative austerity of 
the times, in the use of low-cost materials such as fibro, which 
reached its peak of popularity during the 1960s. 

The Burns house 'Kangaroo' is historically significant for its 
association with Peter Burns, an architect, painter, sculptor 
and graphic designer, described by Robin Boyd as a 'man for 
all media'. He was an active promoter and commentator on 
architecture and the visual arts, as well as a practitioner. He 
was a central figure in Melbourne's post-war modernist avant-
garde and made a unique contribution to the artistic and 
cultural life of Melbourne at the time.  

 

 

 

Fenner House, South Yarra (VHR H2350) 

The Fenner House, at 228 Domain Road, South Yarra, is of 
architectural and historical significance to the State of Victoria. 

The house was designed by architect Neil Clerehan in 1964 as 
a townhouse for retired pastoralist Clive Fenner. It is 
architecturally significant as one of the most celebrated of the 
modernist houses built in Melbourne in the post-war period. 
Neil Clerehan considered it to be his most important work of 
this period. It is an outstanding example of the innovative 
residential designs produced in Melbourne in the 1960s and is 
notable as an early and highly influential townhouse design on 
a confined suburban site. The Fenner House design brought 
together characteristics such as an emphasis on privacy, 
restrained detailing and the use of minimal building materials 
and finishes. The Fenner House won the RVIA Architectural 
Medal in 1967 and featured in many contemporary 
publications. 

The Fenner House is historically significant as an outstanding 
example of the design of architect Neil Clerehan, one of the 
most influential architects working in Melbourne during the 
post-war period. He has received a number of awards for his 
work and made significant contributions to the architectural 
profession in Victoria for a long period from the 1940s to the 
present day, through design (particularly the suburban house), 
publishing, writing and community work. In 2008 he was 
awarded an honorary Doctorate of Architecture from the 
University of Melbourne for significant contributions made to 
the community. 
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Postwar residences designed by émigré architects included in the VHR 

Ernest Fooks House, Caulfield (VHR H2191) 

The Ernest Fooks House (1964-66) is of architectural, 
aesthetic and historical significance to the State of Victoria. 
Demonstrating a high degree of intactness, both internally 
and externally, the residence was designed by architect Dr 
Ernest Fooks a Czechoslovakian immigrant, as his own 
home. It is an individual and highly creative work combining 
analytical planning, aspects of Scandinavian and European 
modern design while incorporating principles of traditional 
Japanese architecture. It represents the most architecturally 
resolved of Fooks’ domestic designs, being a complex and 
carefully detailed multi-layered spatial composition in a fully 
designed landscape.  

The house is also of architectural significance for its high 
level of craftsmanship in the joinery and finishes throughout 
the house, from the folding and sliding screens to built-in 
joinery items. The house is of historical significance for its 
special association with Dr Ernest Fooks, a highly talented, 
progressive, European-trained émigré architect who made 
an important contribution to the architecture, town planning, 
education of architects and town planners, and to the 
cultural life of Melbourne in the decades immediately 
following World War II.  

 

 

 

Postwar residences designed by émigré architects included in HOs 

Individual HO Boroondara 

Broons House, 36 Stawell Street, Kew (Anatol Kagan, 1955) - City of Boroondara HO124 

Tepperman House, 5 Eamon Court, Kew (Holgar & Holgar, 1963) - City of Boroondara HO602 

Cuikermann House, 29 Leura Grove, Hawthorn East (Anthony Hayden, 1966) - City of Boroondara HO857 

Hirsch House and office, 118 Glen Iris Road, Glen Iris (Grigore Hirsch, 1955) - City of Boroondara HO897 

 

Individual HO Port Phillip 

Erdi House, 32 Byron Street, Elwood (Kurt Popper, 1962) - City of Port Phillip HO412 

 

Individual HO Mornington 

Dikstein House, 4-6 Rannoch Avenue, Mount Eliza (Ernest Fooks, 1954) - Shire of Mornington Peninsula HO361 

Patterson House, 4 Tallarook Street, Blairgowrie (Anatol Kagan, 1957) - Shire of Mornington Peninsula HO468 

 

In an HO Precinct 

Yarra Boulevard Precinct, Kew (City of Boroondara HO530) 

• Bell House, 11 White Lodge Court, Kew (Anatol Kagan, 1953) 

• Anschel House, 8 Carnsworth Avenue, Kew (Anatol Kagan, 1954) 

• Lyall House, 13 The Belvedere Kew (Anatol Kagan, 1956) 

• Slonim House, 29 Holroyd Street, Kew (Anatol Kagan, 1957) 

• Elsner House, 34 Stawell Street, Kew (Kurt Elsner, 1950) 

• Rosenbaum House, 31 Holroyd Street (Kurt Elsner, 1961) 

• Meisels House, 8 Yarravale Road (Kurt Popper, 1961) 

• Monaster House, 25 Studley Avenue (Harry Ernest, 1963) 
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Pending Individual HO Glen Eira 

Wise House, 30 Aroona Road, Caulfield North (Michael Feldhagen, 1964) - City of Glen Eira HO218 

Appel House, 64 Balaclava Road, St Kilda East (Ernest Fooks, 1951) - City of Glen Eira HO220 

Szental House, 14-16 Clee Street, McKinnon(Holgar & Holgar, 1963) - City of Glen Eira HO224 

Baker House, 2 Edinburgh Avenue, Caulfield (Bernard Slawik, 1963) - City of Glen Eira HO225 

Abrahamovits House, 6 Labassa Grove, Caulfield North (Bernard Slawik, 1964) - City of Glen Eira HO232 

Kurtz House, 82 Lumeah Road, Caulfield North (Holgar & Holgar, 1973) - City of Glen Eira HO234 

Young House, 49 Rosemount Avenue, Caulfield North (Holgar & Holgar, 1973) - City of Glen Eira HO237. 

 

Kurtz House 

82 Lumeah Road, 

Caulfield North 

Holgar & Holgar, 1973 

Pending Individual HO 

City of Glen Eira HO234 

Interior recently altered. 

 

 

Young House  

49 Rosemount Avenue, 

Caulfield North 

Holgar & Holgar, 1973  

Pending Individual HO 

City of Glen Eira HO237  
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Pending HO Precinct Glen Eira 

Aroona Road Modernist Precinct, 43-49 Aroona Road, Caulfield North (City of Glen Eira HO238) 

• 43 Aroona Road (Ernest Fooks, 1961) 

• 45 Aroona Road (Holgar & Holgar, 1963) 

• 47 Aroona Road (Ernest Fooks, 1962) 

• 49 Aroona Road (Holgar & Holgar, 1970-71) 

 

Wimbledon Estate Precinct (City of Glen Eira HO239) 

• 2 Wimbledon Court (Erwin Kaldor, 1964) 

• 1 Bickhams Court (Holgar & Holgar, 1967) 

• 1a Bickhams Court (Harry Ernest, 1960) 

• 3 Bickhams Court (Robert Rosh, 1960) 

• 4 Bickhams Court (Harold Shafer, 1973) 

• 9 Bickhams Court (Harry Ernest, 1962) 

• 1/8 & 2/8 Alexandra Street, duplex (Ermin Smrekar, 1965) 

 

49 Aroona Road 

Holgar & Holgar, 1970-71 

Pending HO  

Aroona Road Modernist 

Precinct, 43-49 Aroona 

Road, Caulfield North 

(City of Glen Eira 

HO238) 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Comparisons 

Several architect-designed residences, from the mid-to-late 1960s, are included in the VHR. They demonstrate 

high levels of intactness and represent highly regarded residential work of prominent architects David McGlashan, 

Robin Boyd, Neil Clerehan and Peter Burns. All have received various forms of critical recognition, including 

contemporary press attention, with two of them, Heide II (VHR H1494) and the Fenner House (VHR H2350), both 

being recipients of an RAIA Medal. These houses represent a selection of the finest and most influential residential 

works in Victoria of the period and are indicative of the stylistic variety within the class. 

A number of émigré architect-designed residences from the postwar period are included in the VHR. The Selwyn 

House is most directly comparable to architect Ernest Fooks’ own house in Caulfield (VHR H2191). It is of similar 

date and was also designed by a European-trained migrant architect. The Fooks House was erected by the same 

firm of builders, also migrants, who built the Selwyn House. The Fooks House is a refined distillation of academic 

architectural influences from Europe, Scandinavia and Japan. By contrast, the Selwyn House was rather more 

populist in its stylistic allusions, evoking the mansions of millionaire residents of Beverley Hills and Palm Springs. 

This demonstrates the diversity of design approaches by émigré architects. 

The main point of difference between the Fooks House and the Selwyn House relates to the intactness of the 

interior. Both were relatively large, conspicuously styled and designed for entertaining, with high-end fitouts and 

luxurious fittings and finishes. The interiors are an integral part of their design – they were constructed as 
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statement houses in which to entertain, relax and impress. The Fooks House still demonstrates a high level of 

intactness across the exterior and interior. The interior of the Selwyn House has lost its intactness due to 

renovations (2021-22) which has compromised its capacity to be read and thus its architectural significance at a 

State-level. It should be noted that no architectural commentators were able to gain entry to Selwyn House from 

around the 1980s to 2020. All public commentary and academic critiques during this period were based on archival 

material, photographs available on the Internet and street views from Glendye Court.      

A number of émigré architect-designed residences from the postwar period are included HOs. These places are 

intact externally and include the work of Holgar & Holgar. 

The exterior intactness of the Selwyn House from Glendye Court – including the striking rectangular filigree screen, 

across the entire first floor level – suggests that the Selwyn House may be of potential local significance. Under 

section 49(1)(c)(i) of the Act the Heritage Council may wish to refer the recommendation and any submissions to 

the relevant planning authority for consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme. 
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Appendix 1 

Heritage Council of Victoria determination (section 41) 

The Heritage Council of Victoria is an independent statutory body that will make a determination on this 

recommendation under section 49 of the Act. It will consider the recommendation after a period of 60 days from the 

date the notice of recommendation is published on its website under section 41. 

Making a submission to the Heritage Council (section 44) 

Within the period of 60 days, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object may 

make a submission to the Heritage Council regarding the recommendation and request a hearing in relation to that 

submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s 

website. 

Consideration of submissions to the Heritage Council (section 46) 

 (1) The Heritage Council must consider— 

(a)  any written submission made to it under section 44; and  

(b)  any further information provided to the Heritage Council in response to a request under section 45.  

(2)  The Heritage Council must conduct a hearing in relation to a submission if—  

(a)  the submission includes a request for a hearing before the Heritage Council; and  

(b)  the submission is made by a person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place or object 

that is the subject of the submission.  

(3)  Despite subsection (2), the Heritage Council may conduct a hearing in relation to a submission in any other 

circumstances the Heritage Council considers appropriate. 

Determinations of the Heritage Council (section 49) 

 (1) After considering a recommendation that a place or object should or should not be included in the Heritage 

Register and any submissions in respect of the recommendation and conducting any hearing into the 

submissions, the Heritage Council may—  

(a)  determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is of State-level cultural heritage significance 

and is to be included in the Heritage Register; or  

(b)  determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is not of State-level cultural heritage 

significance and is not to be included in the Heritage Register; or  

(c)  in the case of a recommendation in respect of a place, determine that the place is not to be included in 

the Heritage Register but—  

(i)  refer the recommendation and any submissions to the relevant planning authority for 

consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme; or 

(ii)  determine that it is more appropriate for steps to be taken under the Planning and Environment 

Act 1987 or by any other means to protect or conserve the place; or  

(d)  in the case of a recommendation in respect of additional land which has been nominated to be 

included in the Heritage Register as part of a registered place in accordance with section 32, 

determine that the land be included in the Heritage Register if—  

(i)  the State-level cultural heritage significance of the place would be substantially less if the land 

or any part of the land which is or has been used in conjunction with the place were developed; 

or  
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(ii)  the land surrounding the place is important to the protection or conservation of the place or 

contributes to the understanding of the place; or  

(e)  determine that the object is integral to understanding the cultural heritage significance of a registered 

place or a place the Heritage Council has determined to be included in the Heritage Register. 

(2)  The Heritage Council must make a determination under subsection (1)—  

(a)  within 40 days after the date on which written submissions may be made under section 44; or  

(b)  if any hearing is conducted into the written submissions, within 90 days after the completion of the 

hearing.  

(3)  A determination that a place or part of a place, or object, should be included in the Heritage Register may 

include categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the place or object for which a 

permit under this Act is not required, if the Heritage Council considers that the works or activities would not 

harm the cultural heritage significance of the place or object.  

(4)  If the Heritage Council determines to include a place in the Heritage Register, with the consent of the owner 

of the place, the Heritage Council may determine to include in the Heritage Register additional land of the 

owner that is ancillary to the place.  

(5)  If a member of the Heritage Council makes a submission under section 44 in respect of a recommendation, 

the member must not take part in the consideration or determination of the Heritage Council.  

(6)  The Heritage Council must notify the Executive Director of any determination under this section as soon as 

practicable after the determination. 

Obligations of owners of places and objects (section 42)  

(1) The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the 
Executive Director in writing of—  
(a)  any works or activities that are being carried out in relation to the place or object at the time the 

statement is given; and  
(b)  any application for a planning permit or a building permit, or for an amendment to that permit, that has 

been made in relation to the place but not determined at the time the statement is given; and  
(c)  any works or activities that are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object at the time 

the statement is given.  
(2)  An advice under subsection (1) must be given within 10 days after the statement of recommendation is given 

under section 40.  
(3)  The owner of a place to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the Executive 

Director in writing of an application, permit or amendment if, before a determination under section 49 or 52 in 
respect of a place—  

(a)  an application for a planning permit or a building permit or for an amendment to that permit in relation 

to the place is made; or 
(b)  a planning permit or building permit or an amendment to that permit in relation to the place is granted.  

(4)  An advice under subsection (3) must be given within 10 days after the making of the application or the grant 
of the permit or amendment.  

(5)  The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the 
Executive Director in writing of the following activities or proposals if, before a determination is made under 
section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object—  
(a)  any activities are carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place or object;  
(b)  any activities are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place 

or object.  
(6)  An advice under subsection (5) must be given within 10 days after the owner becomes aware of the activity 

or the proposal, as the case requires.  
(7)  If, before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object, a proposal is made 

to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object, the owner of the place or object must advise the 
Executive Director in writing of that proposal.  
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(8)  An advice under subsection (7) must be given at least 10 days before entering into the contract for the 
disposal of the place or object.  

(9)  The owner of a place or object who proposes to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object 
before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of the place or object must, before entering 
into a contract for that disposal, give a copy of the statement of proposed contract, is to acquire the place or 
object or part of the place or object.  

Owners of places and objects must comply with obligations (section 43) 

An owner of a place or object to whom section 42 applies must comply with that section.  
 
Penalty:  In the case of a natural person, 120 penalty units;  

In the case of a body corporate, 240 penalty units. 
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