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Statement of recommendation from the
Executive Director, Heritage Victoria to
the Heritage Council of Victoria
Heritage Council determination
The Executive Director, Heritage Victoria (the Executive Director) recommends that the Heritage Council amends
the existing registration of VHR H1702, the Cast Iron Mileposts, Cape Clear and Pitfield, in the VHR by:



Including additional land
Determining categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the place for which a
permit is not required (permit exemptions)

The process from here
1. The Heritage Council publishes the Executive Director’s recommendation (section 41).
The Heritage Council of Victoria will publish the Executive Director’s recommendation on its website for a period of
60 days. Submissions must be received by Heritage Council on or before 18 January 2021.

2. Making a submission to the Heritage Council (sections 44 and 45)
Within the 60-day publication period, any person or body can make a submission to the Heritage Council. This
submission can support the recommendation, or object to the recommendation and a hearing can be requested in
relation to the submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the
Heritage Council of Victoria’s website:
https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/registrations-reviews/executive-director-recommendations/

3.

Heritage Council determination (sections 46 and 49)

The Heritage Council of Victoria is an independent statutory body. It is responsible for making the final
determination to include or not include the place or object in the VHR, or amend a place or object already in the
VHR.
If no submissions are received the Heritage Council must make a determination within 40 days of the publication
closing date.
If submissions are received, the Heritage Council may decide to hold a hearing in relation to the submission. If a
hearing does take place, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 90 days after the completion of
the hearing.

4.

Obligations of owners of places and objects (sections 42 and 43)

The owner of a place or object which is the subject of a recommendation to the Heritage Council has certain
obligations under the Heritage Act 2017. These relate to advising the Executive Director in writing of any works or
activities that are being carried out, proposed or planned for the place.
The owner also has an obligation to provide a copy of this statement of recommendation to any potential
purchasers of the place or object before entering into a contract.

5.

Further information

The relevant sections of the Act are provided at Appendix 1.
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Description
The following is a description of the Cast Iron Mileposts at the time of the site inspection by Heritage Victoria in
June 2020.
The place comprises two cast iron mileposts which are located in the road reserves adjacent to the RokewoodSkipton Road and at the Pitfield-Scarsdale Road near the township of Cape Clear. They are made of cast iron and
marked ‘Hunts Patent Ballarat’. Both mileposts are triangular with sloping welded tops. Distances and locations are
embossed as part of the casting process. Milepost A is located on the western side of Rokewood-Skipton Road at
the intersection of the Pitfield-Scarsdale Road. It is painted Indian Red with lettering and details picked out in pale
yellow. It reads: Pitfield 0 - Ballarat 26 - Scarsdale 11. Milepost B is located on a grassed traffic island on the
eastern side of Pitfield-Scarsdale Road at the intersection with Cape Clear-Rokewood Road. It is painted Indian
Red with lettering and details picked out in gold. It reads: Pitfield 2 - Ballarat 24 - Scarsdale 9.

History
Victoria’s road network expanded following its separation from New South Wales and the gold rushes of the 1850s.
Shires or local district road boards were largely responsible for building and maintaining local roads across Victoria.
In the 1860s, the Shire of Grenville managed roads south-west of Ballarat. While the railway came to Ballarat in
1862, travel by coach was critical for travel between and beyond railway stations into more remote areas of
western Victoria. During this era, stone mileposts were installed along major routes in Western Victoria. In the
1870s cast iron mileposts began to appear.
In June 1871, the need arose to measure up the Springdallah (now Pitfield) and Upper Western (now GeelongPortland Road) main roads. An estimate was made for the erection of mileposts along the roads after Councillors
Laidlan and Baird of the Grenville Shire Council successfully initiated the project. The contract was given to Patrick
Monaghan & Co to supply and erect 15 mileposts. The mileposts were produced at James Hunt’s foundry in
Ballarat. Hunt had deposited a patent for "an improved distance indicator" made of cast iron in 1871.
In 1942, after the fall of Pearl Harbour, the threat of a Japanese invasion prompted the removal of the mileposts
and many were dug up and buried a few meters from their original location. In 1946 most of them were re-instated
in their original locations. Since that time many of the cast iron mileposts have been removed and replaced by
modern distance indicators.
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Reasons for registration in August 1982
The State level historic cultural heritage significance of the Cast Iron Mileposts was recognised in 1982 by their
inclusion in the Register of Government Buildings. This registration recognised the place’s association with the
development of Victoria’s road networks and modes of travel in the 1870s. It also recognised the significance of the
mileposts as good examples of the iron casting techniques. The place was transferred to the Victorian Heritage
Register in 1998.

Amendment application made on 27 October 2020
On 27 October 2020 the Executive Director made and accepted an application to amend the registration of the Cast
Iron Mileposts (VHR H1702) by clarifying the extent of registration, including additional land and permit exemptions
to ensure that they are consistent with current practices under the Heritage Act 2017.

Amendment recommendation reasons
The Executive Director recommends that the Heritage Council amend this registration in accordance with section 62
of the Heritage Act 2017 because under section 32(1) of the Act he considers that—
b) the proposed land for inclusion in the Register is important to the protection or conservation of the place
or contributes to the understanding of the place.

Traditional Owner Information
Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, the Registered Aboriginal Party for the land on which the Cast Iron
Mileposts are located is the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation.

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register
The Cast Iron Mileposts are not included in the Aboriginal Heritage Register.

Change of heritage category
No change of category.

Change of name
No change of name is proposed.

Integrity
The integrity of the place is good. Although only two mileposts remain, the cultural heritage values of the place can
be still be read in their fabric, location and relationship. (June 2020)
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Statutory requirements under section 40.
Terms of the recommendation (section 40 (3)(a))
The Executive Director recommends that the registration of the Cast Iron Mileposts in the VHR is amended.

Information to identify the place or object (section 40(3)(b))
Name:

Cast Iron Mileposts

Address:

Pitfield-Scarsdale Road, Cape Clear and Rokewood-Skipton Road, Pitfield

Proposed extent of registration
All of the place shown hatched on Diagram 1702 encompassing part of the road reserves at the intersection of
Cape Clear-Rokewood Road and Pitfield-Scarsdale Road and part of the road reserve of Rokewood-Skipton Road.
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The extent of registration of the Cast Iron Mileposts in the Victorian Heritage Register affects the whole place shown
on Diagram 1702a and Diagram 1702b including the land, the mileposts and their foundations, roads, landscape and
other features.
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Aerial photo showing recommended extent
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Rationale for extent
The recommended extent of registration comprises the mileposts as well as an area of land comprising road
reserve around both of the mileposts.
Including this land in the extent of registration will enable each milepost to be clearly identified via mapping
platforms such as Vicplan and is important to the protection and conservation of the place (s.32b).

Land not recommended for inclusion in the VHR
The Executive Director’s nomination included additional land within the road reserve to the north of milepost B
(Pitfield-Scarsdale Road). Since the nomination was made, it has become clear that the aerial mapping of property
boundaries in this direction is inaccurate and requires updating. It is the ED’s intention to only include land within
the road reserve, and not to include private property. To avoid confusion, the ED recommends that 20 metres of
land within the road reserve to the north of the milepost is included, rather than all the land to the property
boundary. This land is not considered necessary to the protection of the place.
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Statement of significance
Revised Statement of Significance
What is significant?
The two cast iron mileposts located adjacent to the Pitfield-Scarsdale Road and Rokewood-Skipton Road.

How is it significant?
The Cast Iron Mileposts are of historical significance to the State of Victoria. They satisfy the following criteria for
inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register:
Criterion A
Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history.
Criterion B
Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural history.
Criterion D
Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects

Why is it significant?
The Cast Iron Mileposts are historically significant for their association with the development and use of the road
transport network in Victoria in the 1870s. Cast iron mileposts replaced stone mileposts in this era, and their use
demonstrates the development of the road network and the adoption of improved materials and techniques by local
roads boards. The mileposts are significant as a highly visible and intact reminder of the experience of travel by
road in rural Victoria in the 1870s. (Criterion A)
The Cast Iron Mileposts are historically significant for their association with the preparations in Victoria for a
potential land invasion during World War II. After the fall of Pearl Harbour in 1942, most of the mileposts were
buried a few metres from their original location to limit navigation and wayfinding information available to a potential
invading force. Most of the mileposts were subsequently re-erected following the war. (Criterion A)
The Cast Iron Mileposts are significant as a rare surviving pair of 1870s cast iron mileposts. These types of
mileposts were once more common but were gradually replaced by concrete alternatives or removed or relocated
to cater for the rise in motor vehicle traffic. (Criterion B)
The Cast Iron Mileposts are a notable example of roadside mileposts. They follow a design patented by James
Hunt of Ballarat in 1871 which improved on the stone mileposts used previously. They encapsulate a key
evolutionary phase in the development of the class. They have a highly functional, durable and elegant design and
are high quality examples of nineteenth-century iron casting techniques. (Criterion D)
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Categories of works or activities (permit exemptions)
recommended under section 38 (section 40(4)(b))
Introduction
The purpose of this information is to assist owners and other interested parties when considering or making
decisions regarding works to a registered place. It is recommended that any proposed works be discussed with an
officer of Heritage Victoria prior to making a permit application. Discussing proposed works will assist in answering
questions the owner may have and aid any decisions regarding works to the place.
It is acknowledged that alterations and other works may be required to keep places and objects in good repair and
adapt them for use into the future. However, under the Heritage Act 2017 a person must not knowingly, recklessly
or negligently remove, relocate or demolish, damage or despoil, develop or alter or excavate all or any part of any
part of a registered place without approval. It should be noted that the definition of ‘develop’ in the Act includes any
works on, over or under the place.
If a person wishes to undertake works or activities in relation to a registered place or registered object, they must
apply to the Executive Director for a permit. The purpose of a permit is to enable appropriate change to a place and
to effectively manage adverse impacts on the cultural heritage significance of a place as a consequence of change.
If an owner is uncertain whether a heritage permit is required, it is recommended that Heritage Victoria be
contacted.
Permits are required for anything which alters the place or object, unless a permit exemption is granted. Permit
exemptions usually cover routine maintenance and upkeep issues faced by owners as well as minor works or
works to the elements of the place or object that are not significant. They may include appropriate works that are
specified in a conservation management plan. Permit exemptions can be granted at the time of registration (under
section 38 of the Heritage Act) or after registration (under section 92 of the Heritage Act). It should be noted that
the addition of new buildings to the registered place, as well as alterations to the interior and exterior of existing
buildings requires a permit, unless a specific permit exemption is granted.

Disrepair of a registered place or registered object
Under section 152 of the Act, the owner of a registered place or registered object must not allow that place or
object to fall into disrepair.

Failure to maintain a registered place or registered object
Under section 153 of the Act, the owner of a registered place or registered object must not fail to maintain that
place or object to the extent that its conservation is threatened.

Conservation management plans
It is recommended that a Conservation Management Plan is developed to manage the place in a manner which
respects its cultural heritage significance.

Archaeology
There is no identified archaeology of State level significance at the place. However, any works that may affect
historical archaeological features, deposits or artefacts at the place is likely to require a permit, permit exemption or
consent. Advice should be sought from the Archaeology Team at Heritage Victoria.
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Aboriginal cultural heritage
To establish whether this place is registered under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 please contact Aboriginal
Victoria. The Heritage Act 2017 and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 are separate pieces of legislation. Please be
aware that both Acts are required to be satisfied and satisfying the requirements of one Act may not satisfy the
requirements of the other.
If any Aboriginal cultural heritage is discovered or exposed at any time it is necessary to immediately contact
Aboriginal Victoria to ascertain requirements under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. If works are proposed which
have the potential to disturb or have an impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage it is necessary to contact Aboriginal
Victoria to ascertain any requirements under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.

Other approvals
Please be aware that approval from other authorities (such as local government) may be required to undertake
works.

Notes




All works should ideally be informed by a Conservation Management Plan prepared for the place. The Executive
Director is not bound by any Conservation Management Plan, and permits still must be obtained for works
suggested in any Conservation Management Plan.
Nothing in this determination prevents the Heritage Council from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exemptions.
Nothing in this determination exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or
building permits where applicable.

General Conditions



All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of
the registered place.
Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of works that original or previously hidden
or inaccessible details of the place are revealed which relate to the significance of the place, then the exemption
covering such works must cease and Heritage Victoria must be notified as soon as possible.
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Permit Exemptions
The following permit exemptions are not considered to cause harm to the cultural heritage significance of the cast
iron mileposts.
Milepost maintenance
 Repainting in the same colour, finish and product type provided that preparation or painting does not
remove evidence of earlier paint finishes or schemes.
 Repairs to foundations.
Road maintenance
 Maintenance and repair works to existing roadways, pathways, shoulders, medians and verges including
works to the road surface, kerbs and channels, road line marking and drains.
 Maintenance to or removal of existing underground and overhead utilities.
 Repair and maintenance of light masts, signage, bollards and the like.
 Removal or replacement of existing light masts, signage, bollards and the like provided the size, location
and materials remains the same.
Temporary structures
 The installation and/or erection of temporary elements associated with road works for a maximum period
of six months after which time they must be removed and any affected areas of the place made good to
match the condition of the place prior to installation. This includes:
o Temporary protective barriers surrounding the mileposts during roadworks for a period no longer
than six months.
o Temporary security fencing, scaffolding, hoardings or surveillance systems to prevent unauthorised
access or secure public safety during roadworks.
o Temporary built or mobile structures such as portable toilets.
o Temporary infrastructure, including wayfinding/directional/instructional signage, lighting, public
address systems, and the like in support of roadworks which do not require fixing into the ground
within 5 metres of the milepost.
Landscape
 The processes of landscape maintenance including slashing and mowing. Protection is to be provided for
the mileposts during this work.
 Installation of physical barriers or traps to enable vegetation protection and management of vermin such as
rats, mice and possums.
 Management and maintenance of trees including pruning, removal of deadwood and pest and disease
control.
 Emergency tree works to maintain public safety.
 Removal of environmental and noxious weeds in a manner which does not disturb the foundations of the
mileposts.

Cast Iron Mileposts
VHR number: VHR H1702
Hermes No: 560

13

Statement of recommendation from the
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Appendix 1
Heritage Council of Victoria determination (section 41)
The Heritage Council of Victoria is an independent statutory body that will make a determination on this
recommendation under section 49 of the Act. It will consider the recommendation after a period of 60 days from the
date the notice of recommendation is published on its website under section 41.

Making a submission to the Heritage Council (section 44)
Within the period of 60 days, any person or body with a real and substantial interest in the place or object may
make a submission to the Heritage Council regarding the recommendation and request a hearing in relation to that
submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s
website.

Consideration of submissions to the Heritage Council (section 46)
(1)

(2)

(3)

The Heritage Council must consider—
(a)

any written submission made to it under section 44; and

(b)

any further information provided to the Heritage Council in response to a request under section 45.

The Heritage Council must conduct a hearing in relation to a submission if—
(a)

the submission includes a request for a hearing before the Heritage Council; and

(b)

the submission is made by a person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place or object
that is the subject of the submission.

Despite subsection (2), the Heritage Council may conduct a hearing in relation to a submission in any other
circumstances the Heritage Council considers appropriate.

Determinations of the Heritage Council (section 49)
(1)

After considering a recommendation that a place or object should or should not be included in the Heritage
Register, or should be amended in the Heritage Register, and any submissions in respect of the
recommendation and conducting any hearing into the submissions, the Heritage Council may—
(a)

determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is of State-level cultural heritage significance
and is to be included in the Heritage Register; or

(b)

determine that the place or part of the place, or object, is not of State-level cultural heritage
significance and is not to be included in the Heritage Register; or

(c)

in the case of a recommendation in respect of a place, determine that the place is not to be included in
the Heritage Register but—
(i)
refer the recommendation and any submissions to the relevant planning authority for
consideration for an amendment to a planning scheme; or
(ii)
determine that it is more appropriate for steps to be taken under the Planning and Environment
Act 1987 or by any other means to protect or conserve the place; or

(d)

in the case of a recommendation in respect of additional land which has been nominated to be
included in the Heritage Register as part of a registered place in accordance with section 32,
determine that the land be included in the Heritage Register if—
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(e)
(2)

(i)

the State-level cultural heritage significance of the place would be substantially less if the land
or any part of the land which is or has been used in conjunction with the place were developed;
or

(ii)

the land surrounding the place is important to the protection or conservation of the place or
contributes to the understanding of the place; or

determine that the object is integral to understanding the cultural heritage significance of a registered
place or a place the Heritage Council has determined to be included in the Heritage Register.

The Heritage Council must make a determination under subsection (1)—
(a)

within 40 days after the date on which written submissions may be made under section 44; or

(b)

if any hearing is conducted into the written submissions, within 90 days after the completion of the
hearing.

(3)

A determination that a place or part of a place, or object, should be included in the Heritage Register may
include categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to the place or object for which a
permit under this Act is not required, if the Heritage Council considers that the works or activities would not
harm the cultural heritage significance of the place or object.

(4)

If the Heritage Council determines to include a place in the Heritage Register, with the consent of the owner
of the place, the Heritage Council may determine to include in the Heritage Register additional land of the
owner that is ancillary to the place.

(5)

If a member of the Heritage Council makes a submission under section 44 in respect of a recommendation,
the member must not take part in the consideration or determination of the Heritage Council.

(6)

The Heritage Council must notify the Executive Director of any determination under this section as soon as
practicable after the determination.

Obligations of owners of places and objects (section 42)
(1)

(2)
(3)

The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the
Executive Director in writing of—
(a)
any works or activities that are being carried out in relation to the place or object at the time the
statement is given; and
(b)
any application for a planning permit or a building permit, or for an amendment to that permit, that has
been made in relation to the place but not determined at the time the statement is given; and
(c)
any works or activities that are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object at the time
the statement is given.
An advice under subsection (1) must be given within 10 days after the statement of recommendation is given
under section 40.
The owner of a place to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the Executive
Director in writing of an application, permit or amendment if, before a determination under section 49 or 52 in
respect of a place—
(a)

(4)
(5)

an application for a planning permit or a building permit or for an amendment to that permit in relation
to the place is made; or
(b)
a planning permit or building permit or an amendment to that permit in relation to the place is granted.
An advice under subsection (3) must be given within 10 days after the making of the application or the grant
of the permit or amendment.
The owner of a place or object to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the
Executive Director in writing of the following activities or proposals if, before a determination is made under
section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object—
(a)
any activities are carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place or object;
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(b)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

any activities are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place or object that could harm the place
or object.
An advice under subsection (5) must be given within 10 days after the owner becomes aware of the activity
or the proposal, as the case requires.
If, before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of a place or object, a proposal is made
to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object, the owner of the place or object must advise the
Executive Director in writing of that proposal.
An advice under subsection (7) must be given at least 10 days before entering into the contract for the
disposal of the place or object.
The owner of a place or object who proposes to dispose of the whole or any part of the place or object
before a determination is made under section 49 or 52 in respect of the place or object must, before entering
into a contract for that disposal, give a copy of the statement of proposed contract, is to acquire the place or
object or part of the place or object.

Owners of places and objects must comply with obligations (section 43)
An owner of a place or object to whom section 42 applies must comply with that section.
Penalty:

In the case of a natural person, 120 penalty units;
In the case of a body corporate, 240 penalty units.
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Appendix 2: Existing registration detail
Existing Category of Registration
Registered place

Existing Extent of Registration
1. The cast iron mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road near Cape Clear,
including all of the structures' foundations, as marked B1 and B2 on diagram 602340 held by the Executive Director,
within a 100 metre radius of Australian Map Grid co-ordinates YD284115 (B1) and YD299144 (B2) on 1:25 000 map
sheet number 7622-3-4.
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G25 25 June 1998 pp.1630-1631]
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Existing Statement of Significance
The cast iron mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road near Cape Clear are
made of cast iron and marked Hunts Patent Ballarat. Cast iron mileposts appear to have been the successor to
bluestone milestones and contracts for their construction were let during the 1870s. The posts near Cape Clear
were cast in Hunt's foundry and consist of a large cast iron angle with a welded sloping cast iron wedge to the top.
A patent (specification No.1585) was deposited in 1871 by James Hunt for "An improved distance indicator". The
description reads, "The indicator is made of cast iron, furnished with letters and figures, and either made to fasten
upon a stone, or cast within a projecting flange, at bottom capable of being inserted about two feet into the ground".
The mileposts read (B1): Pitfield 0 - Ballarat 26 - Scarsdale 11; (B2): Pitfield 2 - Ballarat 24 - Scarsdale 9. Milepost
(B1) has been painted in Indian Red with white lettering while (B2) has been painted white with black lettering.
The cast iron mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road are of historical and
architectural significance to the State of Victoria.
The cast iron mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road are of historical
significance for their association with the development of early Victoria. Road construction was accelerated
following the economic boom of the gold rushes in Victoria and the mileposts were a direct response to this, trying
to rationalise the road system of a developing colony. The cast iron mileposts near Cape Clear assist in a greater
understanding of the development and impact of 19th century economic activity in the State and the resultant need
for transport systems. The mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road are a visual
reminder of the evolution of Victoria's infrastructure and the past imperial system of measurements and weights.
The mileposts are of historical importance for their ability to describe transport routes and requirements of the
1870s. The replacement of mileposts was not uncommon in the early years of Victoria's cultural history and it is not
unusual to find that mileposts were replaced two or three times in one location as techniques improved and an
increase in traffic necessitated upgrades. Many of the cast iron mileposts which once denoted distances between
towns have since been removed or relocated to cater for the rise in motor vehicular traffic.
The removal of the mileposts, and their respective re-instatement, is of historical significance. After the fall of Pearl
Harbour in 1942, most milestones were dug up and buried a few meters behind their original location; most were
re-instated into their original locations in 1946. The mileposts were removed or hidden in an attempt to thwart
enemy forces in the event that Australia was invaded. This act symbolises what was a national psychological
response to a major world crisis and a reaction to particular events outside Australia's national boundaries. The
cast iron mileposts near Cape Clear are historically significant as remnant representatives of a network of
mileposts.
The cast iron mileposts on the Lismore Scarsdale Road and the Rokewood Skipton Road near Cape Clear are of
architectural significance as good examples of 19th century iron casting techniques and their simple but elegant
shape is aesthetically pleasing. In June 1871, the need arose to measure up the Springdallah (now Lismore
Scarsdale) and Upper Western (now Rokewood-Skipton Road) main roads. An estimate was made for the erection
of mileposts along the roads after Councillors Laidlan and Baird of the Grenville Shire Council successfully brought
the project under way. After several attempts to reduce the initially high tender prices, Contract No.23 was let to
Patrick Monaghan & Co to supply and erect 15 mileposts at a cost of £37 16s. Afterwards, an additional sum of £3
12s was paid to Patrick Monaghan in August 1872.

Existing Permit Exemptions
There are currently no permit exemptions included with the registration.
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