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1 That theWaterside Workers Federation Banrs included as a Heritage Object in the Victorian

This recommendation report has been issued by the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria under s.3evftéigee Act 20171t has

not been considered or endorsed by the Heritage Counéilictbria.
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EXTENT OF NOMINATION

Date that the nomination was accepted by the Executive Director
23 July 2009

Written extent of nomination
TheWaterside Workers FederatiqV\WF)Banner

Nomination extent diagram
The WWFBanneris located in the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) Rooms548reland Street, West
Melbourne. ThaNVNWFBanner is in the Category of Object. No extent diagram was required.

Is the extent of nomination the same as the recommended extent?
Yes.

RECOMMENREREGISTRATION

Theregistrationincludesall of the objectknownasthe WWFBanner.

RATIONALE FOR EXTENT

Theextent of registrationof the WWFBannerin the VictorianHeritageRegistelis limited to the banner
itself. Thereare eightunion bannersin the VHRasa collection(EightHour DayTradeUnionBannersvHR
H2086).Theregistrationof the WWFBannerisrecommendedasa separateregistrationrather than asan
amendmentto VHRH2086 asit is not directly connectedto the EightHour Daymovementand unlikethe
bannerswhichmakeup VHRH2086the WWFBanneris ownedby andlocatedin the MUARooms.
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BACKGROUND

WHAT IS THE OBJECT?

The WWF Banneris located in the MUA Rooms,West Melbourne The double-sided banner measures
approximately3.5m wide x 3m high and is made of heavycanvaswith imageryand mottos paintedin oil

paint on both sides.The banner hangson a wall suspendedrom its top crossbar. Thevisible side hasa
centralfemalefigure in white robesholdinga torch, superimposedhgainsta backdropof a wharf and ships,
with amassedcrowd at the foot of the banner.Wording,datesand mottos are paintedaroundthe images.

WHAT IS THE HISTOBRY THE OBJECT?

The WatersideWo r k €adéraionBannerwas createdin the late 1940sby artist RichardOvendenat a
time when the popularity of bannerswas declining.It was made for the WatersideWo r k &ederation
(WWF)whichwasformed in 1902asa nationalorganisationwith the first committee of managemenimade
up exclusivelyof FederalLaborpoliticians. Theforerunnerto the WWFwasV i ¢ t irst maritinge union,
the Melbourne Wharf L a b o u Wnem farmed in 1885 when shipownersrefusedto allow waterfront
workersto attend EightHour DaycelebrationsIn 1993the WWFamalgamatedvith the Seamen'dJnion of
Australia (SUA)to form the MUA. The tradition of paradeswhere the bannersof unions and friendly
societieswere displayedoriginatedin Britain. Thefirst paradesand bannersin Victoriafocusedon the Eight
HourDayMovement,but asunionswere formed, bannerswere createdasa meansof identity.

STATEMENT OF CULTURERITAGE SIGNINCE

WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT?
TheWWFBanner

HOW IS IT SIGNIFICEN
The WWFBanner is ohistorical significance to the State of Victoria. It satisfies the following criterion for
inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register:

Criterion B

Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspect
Criterion D

Importancein demonstratingthe principalcharacteristic®f a classof cultural placesand objects.

WHY IS IT SIGNIFICAN
TheWWFBanner is significant at the State level for the following reasons:

Createdin the late 1940s the WWFBanneris a rare survivingunion bannerand a rare exampleof a banner
producedat atime when few were beingcommissionecbr created.lt is the only known Bannerpainted by
artist, cartoonistand AustraliaLaborParty (ALPsupporterRichard D i Qvdnden][CriterionB]

TheWatersde Wo r k EedesationBanneris a notable exampleof the classof union banners.It isfine and
highly intact example of a mid twentieth century union banner and displays a large number of
characteristicsvhichare typicalof the classincludingthe materials,useof symbolicand politicalimagesand
mottos, andthe largescaleand design.Thedesignand sewingof the bannerandthe paintingof the imagery
and mottos are executedin a highly proficientmanner.[Criterion D]
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RECOMMENDATION REASO

REAONS FOR RECOMMENDING INCLUSION IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER [s.40]
Following is the Executive Director's assessment of the place against the tests setThe Wictorian
Heritage Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines (2014).

CRITERION A
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STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION A
The place/object has @LEARSSOCIATIQNth an event, phase, period, process, function, movement,
custom or way of |life in Victoria

Plus

The association of the place/object to the event, phase |8tEVIDENI the physical fabric of the
place/object and/or in documentarsesources or oral history.

Plus

TheEVENT, PHASE, istofHISTORICAL IMPORTANG#Ng made a strong or influential contribution tg
Victoria.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNa wSaLkRyas
The WWFBannerwas createdin the late 1940sfor the WWE Unlike bannerscreatedin the nineteenth

century and earlytwentieth century, WWFBannerdoesnot havea history of usein paradesasa symbolof
the WWEF.It ismore likelyto be areplacementbannercreatedto acknowledgehe traditions of the WWF.

The WWFwas instrumental in the formation of the AustralianLabor Party (ALP)and together with the
broader union movementhas made a strong and influential contribution to Victoria. Howeverthe WWF
Bannerwasmade more than three decadesafter the formative yearsof the WWFandis not directly linked
to the establishmenbr developmentof the unionmovement.

CriterionAis not likelyto be satisfied.

CRITERION B
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STEP 1: BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION B
The place/object has dearASSOCIATIQMth an event, phase, period, process, function, movement
custom or way of | ife of importance |in V
Plus
The association of the place/object to theesy, phase, et¢S EVIDENIH the physical fabric of the
place/object and/or in documentary resources or oral history.
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Plus
The place/object IRARE OR UNCOMM@ing one of a small number of places/objects remaining that
demonstrates the important evenphase etc.

OR

The place/object IRARE OR UNCOMM@AMIntaining unusual features of note that were not widely

replicated
OR
The existence of thelassof place/object that demonstrates the important event, phase etc is
ENDANGERE®the point of rarity die to threats and pressures on such places/objects.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNRAa wSalLkRyas

TheWWFBannerhas an association with the union movement in Victoria and is a rare example of a banner
produced when there was a decline in the production and popularity of banners. It is also a rare example of
a banner painted in the socialist realism style which patgd in communist Russia and came to be widely

used in political propaganda produced between the 1920s and 193@s\WWFBanner ighe only known
banner created by artist Richard ‘Dick’ Ovenden.

Criterion B is likely to be satisfied.

STEP 2: A BASTEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION B
The place/object iIRARE, UNCOMMON OR ENDANG®ERDVIictoria.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNa wSaLkRyas

TheWWFBanner isa rare surviving example of a trade union banner from the 1940s and one of only two
known to survive in Victoria from this period. The other one is the Australian Coal and Shale Employees
Federation Banner currently held by the Wonthaggi Historical SociétyWWFBanneris the only union

banner known to be painted by Richard Ovenden, a Melbourne based artist, cartoonist and caricaturist
associated with the Australian Labor Party, and is a rare example of a banner painted in the socialist realism
style.

Qriterion B is likely to be satisfied at the State level.

CRITERION C
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STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION C

The:

1 visible physical fabric; &/or

1 documentary evidence; &/or

1 oral history,
relating to the place/object indicates a likelihood that the place/object contRiHY SICAL EVIDENCE
historical interesthat isSNOT CURRENTLY VISIBLE OR UNDERSTOOD
Plus
From whatwe know of the place/object, the physical evidence is likely to be dNaEGRITahd/or
CONDITIOMhat it COULD YIELD INFORMATHDOIgh detailed investigation.
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9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNRAa wSalLkRyas
The WWFBannerdoes not contain physicalevidenceof historicalinterest that is not currently visible or
understood.

CriterionCis not likelyto be satisfied.

CRITERION D
Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural placesodjetts.

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION D

The place/object is one of GLASSf places/objects that has @dearASSOCIATIQMNth an event, phase,
period, process, function, movement , i mportant
Plus
TheEVENT, PHASE, istofHISTORICAL IMPORTAN&#Ng made a strong or influential contribution tg
Victoria.
Plus

The principal characteristics of the class &®IDENIh the physical fabric of the place/object.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNa wSaLkRyas

The WWFBanneris one of the classof * t r widngb a n n whiclshasa clearassociationwith the union
movementin Victoria. Theunion movementmadea strongcontributionto Victoriaby lobbyingfor safeand
fair work environments.

The principal characteristicof the classof * t r widreb a n n éncluslihgthe materials,use of symbolic
and political imagesand mottos, and the large scaleand method of constructionwhich allowed for their
prominentdisplayduringprocessionsare evidentin the WWFBanner

CriterionDislikelyto be satisfied.

STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION D
The place/object is ANOTABLE EXAMRIifEhe class in Victoria (refer to Reference Tool D). ‘

Executives A NB O 2 NDRa wSalLkkyas

TheWWFBanneris a notable exampleof the classof union banners.It is fine and highlyintact exampleof a
mid twentieth century union bannerand displaysa large number of characteristicavhich are typical of the
class.Thedesignand sewingof the bannerand the painting of the imageryand mottos are executedin a
highlyproficientmanner.

CriterionDislikelyto be satisfiedat the Statelevel.
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CRITERION E
Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

STEP 1: BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION E
ThePHYSICAL FABBRithe place/object clearly exhibits particular aesthetic characteristics.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNa wSalLkRkyas
The WWF Bannerclearly exhibits aesthetic characteristics as a fine example rafdatwentieth century
union banner which demonstratea high level otraftsmanship and artistic skills. It is an artistic record of

the vision andaspirations of the WWENd of the socialist realism stylessed in ALP propaganda pamphlets
and posters of the period.

CriterionEislikelyto be satisfied.

STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION E
The aesthetic characteristics aA?PRECIATED OR VALEBe wider community or an appropriately
related discipline as evidenced, forample, by:
9 critical recognitiorof the aesthetic characteristics of the place/object within a relevant art, design
architectural or related discipline as an outstanding example within Victoria; or
1 wide publicacknowledgement of exceptional meritVictoria in medium such as songs, poetry,
literature, painting, sculpture, publications, print media etc.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNRAa wSalLkRyas

The aestheticcharacteristicsare appreciatedand valued by the community but there hasbeen no critical
recognitionof the aestheticcharacteristicsvithin a relevantor related disciplineasan outstandingexample
within Victoria,or wide publicacknowledgemenof its exceptionalmerit in anothermedium.

CriterionEis not likelyto be satisfiedat the Statelevel.

CRTERION F
Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular period.

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION F

The place/object containBHYSICAL EVIDEM@ECclearly demonstrates creative or technical
ACHIEVEMENGT the time in which it was created.

Plus
The physical evidence demonstrateslisH DEGREE OF INTEGRITY

9ESOdzi A ¥S 5ANBOG2NDRE wSaLRyas
The WWF Banner contains physical evidence that clearly demonstrates a high degree of creative
achievemenfor the time in whichit wascreated.Theobjectisintact andhasa highdegreeof integrity.

CriterionFislikelyto be satisfied.
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STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION F
The nature &/or scale of the achievemdaOF AHIGHDEGREE ‘' bey ond ttiegeriodrind
which it was undertakeas evidenced by:

9 critical acclainof the place/object within the relevant creative or technological discipline as an
outstanding example in Victoria; or
1 wide acknowledgement of exceptional meirtVictoria in medium such as publications and print medi
or
9 recognition of the place/object astareakthroughin terms of design, fabrication or construction
techniques; or
1 recognition of the place/object as a successful solution to a technical problenextextded the limits
of existing technology; or
9 recognition of the place/object as an outstanding example ofdieative adaptatiorof available
materials and technologgf the period.

nar \

a,

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNRAa wSalLlRyas

The nature of the creative achievementis not * b e ythenadr d i roa they period in which it was
undertaken.The materialsand techniquesusedto create the WWFBannerwere typical of those usedto
createsimilarobjectsmadeduringthis time.

CriterionFis not likelyto be satisfiedat the Statelevel.

CRITERION G

Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural aitsal
reasons. This includes the significance of a placeAtmoriginal people as part of their continuing and
developing cultural traditions.

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION G
Evidence exists of RIRECT ASSOCIATHEMeen the place/object and BARTICULAR COMMUNITY OR
CULTURAL GROUP
(For the purpose of these guidelinéd/ haa | bL ¢, 2 NJ / is{flefinedwas & sizéble group ¢
persons who share a common and lestgnding interest or identity).
Plus
TheASSOGITIONnetween the place/object and the community or cultural grouTBRONG OR SPEGIAL
evidenced by the regular or lorigrm use of/engagement with the place/object or the enduring
ceremonial, ritual, commemorative, spiritual or celebratory use ofilaee/object.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNa wSalLkRryas

The WWF Banneris displayedin the rooms of the MUA which was formed in 1993 when the WWF
amalgamatedvith the Seamen'dJnionof Australia(SUA)Thereis a direct associatiorbetweenthe banner,
the WWFandthe MUA, but there is no evidenceof longterm or enduringuseof the objectfor ceremonial,
ritual, commemorative spiritualor celebrabry purposes.

CriterionGis not likelyto be satisfied.
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CRITERION H
{LISOAIf |aaz20AlGA2y 6AGK (GKS fAFS 2N g2Nyja 27F |
history.

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION H

The place/object has BIRECT ASSOCIATM2N a person or group of persons who have made a strong or
influential CONTRIBUTIQNo t he course of Victorif’'s
Plus
TheASSOCIATIQifIthe place/object to the person($p EVIDENT the physical fabric of the place/object

and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history.
Plus
TheASSOCIATION

9 directly relates tctACHIEVEMEN®Sthe person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or

T relates to arenduringand/or closeNTERAQONbetween the person(s) and the place/object.

9ESOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NNRAa wSalLkRyas

TheWWFBannerhas a direct association with Richard Ovenden, the artist who created the banner. Richard
Ovenden produced many artworks, cartoons and caricatures for Labor and union related publications, but
has not made a strong or influentiebntributiontothe cours@ f Vi ct ori a’'s hi story.

Criterion H ishot likely to be satisfied.

PROPOSED PERMIT BYLI

Preamble

The purposeof the Permit Policyis to assistwhen consideringor makingdecisionsregardingworksto a
registeredplace or object. It is recommendedthat any proposedworks be discussedwith an officer of
HeritageVictoria prior to makinga permit applicdion. Discussingrroposedworks will assistin answering
guestionsthe owner may haveand aid any decisiongegardingworksto the objector to the placein which
it islocated.

Theextent of registration of the Waterside2 2 NJ Sead&aflonBannerin the Victorian HeritageRegister
affects the whole object. Underthe HeritageAct 2017 a personmust not remove or demolish,damageor
despoil,developor alter or excavate relocate or disturb the position of any part of a registeredplace or
object without approval.lt is acknowledgedhowever,that conservationmay be requiredto keep places
andobijectsin goodrepairandadaptthem for useinto the future.

If a personwishesto undertakeworksor activitiesin relationto aregisteredplaceor registeredobject, they
must apply to the ExecutiveDirector, HeritageVictoriafor a permit. The purposeof a permit is to enable
appropriate changeto a place and to effectively manage adverse impacts on the cultural heritage
significanceof a placeas a consequene of change.If an owner is uncertainwhether a heritage permit is
required,it isrecommendedhat HeritageVictoriabe contacted.

Permitsare required for anythingwhich alters the place or object, unlessa permit exemption is granted.
Permitexemptiors usuallycoverroutine maintenanceand upkeepissuesfaced by ownersaswell asminor
worksor worksto the elementsof the placeor objectthat are not significant.Theymayincludeappropriate
worksthat are specifiedin a conservatiormanagemeniplan. Permitexemptionscanbe grantedat the time
of registration(under s.49(3)of the HeritageAct 2017) or after registration(unders.92of the HeritageAct
2017).
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Other approvals
Please be aware that approval from other authorities (such as lgoaérnment) may be required to
undertake works.

CollectionManagement

It is recommendedhat the WatersideWo r k EederationBanneris includedin any CollectionPolicy(CP)
developedto managethe collection held by the MUA in a manner which preservesits cultural heritage
significancelf a CPdoesnot exist, it is recommendedthat a policy be developedfor managementof the

banner. The CPdocumentationand all aspectsof the managementof the bannershouldbe in accordance
with the National Standarddor AustralianMuseumsand Galleries

It isalsorecommendedhat a formal arrangementis madeto ensurethe survivalof the WatersideWo r k er s’
FederationBannerin the eventthat it can no longer be exhibited in the MUA Rooms.Thisarrangement
shouldprovidefor the preservationof the bannerandensurethat it remainspublicly accessible.

Security

Fire detection and suppressiorsystemssuitablefor museumuse shouldbe installedif this hasnot already
occurred. A DisasterPlanshould be preparedand implementedin accordancewith MuseumsAu st r al i a’
standards A securitysystemsuitablefor museumuseshouldbe installed.

Movement or Relocation
Temporaryexternal movement, permanentrelocation, or loan of objectsrequirespermit approvalby the
ExecutiveDirectorpursuantto the HeritageAct2017.

Thetemporaryrelocationor movementof a registeredheritageobjectresultingfrom worksto the building
in which the object is housedrequirespermit approvalby the ExecutiveDirector pursuantto the Heritage
Act 2017. Works to the building in which the WatersideWo r k é&eaderationBanneris held have the
potential to damagethe Banner.Theseworks include but are not limited to the works listed below. The
Bannermustbe removedif the worksare likely to impactthe areain whichthe Banneris locatedbefore the
workscommenceand not be returned until after the workshavebeencompleted.If worksoccurin another
areaof the building,the Bannershouldbe protected from potentially damagecausingelements,including
dust.

1 Renovatiorof the building.

9 Dennlition, removalor installationof walls, ceilings,wall linings,doors,windows,bathroom, kitchenor
officefitouts, lights, built-in furniture, andthe like.

Installation,removalor replacementof electricalwiring, computerand audiovisualsystems.
Repairsand maintenance.

Paintingof wallsandceilings.

Vermincontrol.

Securityandfire detectionand suppression.

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Cultural heritage significance
Overview of significance
Thecultural heritagesignificanceof the WWFBannerliesin the fabric of the banneritself.

PROPOSEEPERMIEXEMPTION®NDERSECTIOMO(3)OFTHEHERITAGECT)

It shouldbe noted that Permit Exemptionscanbe grantedat the time of registration (under s.49(3)of the
HeritageAct 2017). PermitExemptionscanalsobe appliedfor and grantedafter registration(unders.92of
the HeritageAct2017).
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General Condition 1
All exemptedalterationsareto be plannedandcarriedout in a mannerwhich preventsdamageto the fabric
of the registaed placeor object.

General Condition 2

Shouldit becomeapparentduringfurther inspectionor the carryingout of worksthat originalor previously
hiddenor inaccessibl@etailsof the placeor objectare revealedwhichrelate to the significanceof the place
or object,then the exemptioncoveringsuchworksshallceaseand HeritageVictoriashallbe notified assoon
aspossible.

General Condition 3

Allworksshouldideallybe informed by the CollectionPolicypreparedfor the object. TheExecutiveDirector
is not bound by any Collection Policy, and permits still must be obtained for works suggestedin any
CollectionPolicy.

General Condition 4
Nothingin this determination preventsthe HeritageCouncilfrom amendingor rescindingall or any of the
permit exemptions.

Conservation

Written notification is required for any proposedconservationactivities. The applicantwill be notified by
the ExecutiveDirectorwhether the conservationactivity requirespermit approvalpursuantto the Heritage
Act2017, or whetherit is permit exempt.
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RELEVANT INFORMATION

Local Government Authority City of Melbourne
Heritage Overlay N/A

Heritage Overlay Controls N/A

Other Overlays N/A

Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register No

Other Listings No

Other Names No

HISTORY

The WWFBanneris a trade union bannerwhich was created by artist Richard’ D i Qvéndenin the late
1940sat a time whenthe popularity of bannersand processionsvere declining.lt wasthe last of a seriesof
bannerscreatedfor the WWF.

Historyof Banners

The tradition of paradeswhere the bannersof unions and friendly societieswere displayedoriginatedin

Britain. Thefirst paradesand bannersin Victoriafocusedon the EightHour Day Movement, but as unions
were formed, bannerswere created asa meansof identity. Theywere elaboratelypaintedwith imageryand
wording, usuallyhad tasselsand fringing, and were of a large scaleto allow for them to be displayedon
horse drawn carts and later, trucks. Theimageryincludedtools and emblems associatedwith the various
trades,and mottos espousinghe visionand beliefsof the particularunion or organisation Figuredepicted
were usuallymen and if women were included, they were usuallyrepresentationsof idealssuchastruth

andwisdom.

The development of waterside unions in Victoria

In the nineteenth century, shipping companies held immense power due to their virtual monopoly over
trade. There was little government regulation of the industry which was known for its unsafe working
condt i ons and notorious ‘bull’ hiring system where
was cheaper than mechanical equipment, the poor working conditions remained relatively unchanged
despite the development of new technologies.

In the eary 1880s, a number of nemnionised small strikes were held on the Yarra River wharves. In 1885,
shipowners refused to allow waterfront workers to attend Eight Hour Day celebrations, providing the
catalyst for the establishment of the Melbourne Wharf Lal®our s Uni on ( MWLU) which
Trades Hall. Plans for a national organisation were disrupted in the early 1890s when employers attempted
to defeat the unions prompting an Australia wide strike which became known as the Maritime Strike. Due to
the 1890s Depression, many workers were seeking employment, and the strikes were ultimately broken by
the use of norunion labour as well as police and military force. Following the Maritime Strike, the union
movement realised that political representation sveequired to bring about social change which ultimately
resulted in the formation of what is now th&LP

In 1902 the individual maritime unions amalgamated to become a national organisation known as the
Waterside Workers'’ Federation of Australia. 't wa
1923) and the first committee was made up entirefyL@bor Party members. A series of amalgamations
between the WWF and other unions occurred between 1950 and 1993 when the WWF became known as
the MUA
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Richard Ovenden (18971972)

Richard *‘Dick’ Ovenden, arti st ronas bbrhia 18Warntoearfamilyd e W
active in the Victorian Socialist Party and the Australian Labor Party. He was a painter, cartoonist,
caricaturist and book illustrator and had works publishedlire Labor Call: the official organ of the Political

Labor Cancil of Victoriathe ! dza G NI € | a A I Y , {h&Argdshnyt Ghé Mel@udeh BekaliHe had

strong links with Australian maritime unions and with the ALP and his art exhibitions were usually opened by
ALP identities. In 1950, Ovenden was involvecha formation of the Fellowship of Australian Artists and

was organiser and secretary for the exhibition of Australian art during the Royal Tour. From 1955 to 1964 he
was librarian at theHerald and Weekly Times The Wat er si de Wor kheonyybanrfere der a
that Dick Ovenden is known to have painted.

MANUFACTURE DETAILS
al 1SNRa yI YSRi ¢ hmmircdk nlenOv e
Date made late 1940s

VICTORIAN HISTORIGAEMES
07 Governing Victorians
7.2 Struggling for political rights

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The WWFBanneris locatedin the MUA Rooms 46-54 Ireland Street, West Melbourne The double-sided
bannermeasures3.5mwide x 3.0m high andis madeof heavycanvasBoth sideshaveimageryand mottos
paintedin oil paint. Thebannerhangson a wall, suspended by its top crossbar and securedto the wall by
fasteningsdriven through the existingeyeletson both sidesof the banner. The visible side has a central
femalefigure in white robesholdinga torch with a dock, shipsand a massedcrowd at the base.Thewords
‘ Wa t e WakierdRreederation/Australia/MelbourneéB r a nisowhitten at the top of the banner,and the
words‘ Est ab | i28%1e8d8/a anythe right hand side.* U n of thg workers/isthe Hope of the
Wo r Iswritten at the baseof the banner.

INTEGRITY/INTACTNESS
Intactness— The intactness of the object is gooOne side of the banner has been conserved while the
reverse side is in original condition. (October 2017)

Integrity —The integrity of the object is very good. The culturalitagre values of the place can be easily read
in the extant fabriclt is currently displayed on a wall and only one side of the banneisiisle (October
2017)

CONDITION
Theobjectisin fair condition. Thebanneris currently hangingon a wall. Thevisiblesideis in goodcondition.
Thereversesideisin poor condition.(October2017)

COMPARISONS

Union banners in the VHR

Eight Hour Day Trade Union Banners (VHR H2086) Museums Victoria, Carlton

The EightHour Day Trade Union Bannerscollectionis of historical and socialsignificanceto the State of

Victoria. It compriseseight bannerscreated between 1890 and 1916. Thefirst EightHour Day procession
washeld in Melbournein 1856to celebratethe winning of the eight hour workingday by buildingworkers,
one of the most important industrial reforms won by unionistsin the nineteenth century. The march
becameMelbourne'shiggestannualprocessionand processionsvere alsoheld in regionaltowns. The day
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was declared a public holiday in 1879, and renamed Labour Day in 1934. The major features of the

processionsvere the largetrade union banners,mounted and carried behind horsedrawn carriagesor on

floats. Oneside of the bannerwas usuallya realistic depiction of the particulartrade, includingassociated
materials, tools and skills, while the other displayedallegoricalfigures and symbols.The Eight Hour Day
TradeUnionBannersare of historicaland socialsignificancdor their important assocationswith the history

of trade unionism in Victoria and with the Eight Hour Day movement. They are important historical
documentswhich demonstratethe concernsof workers,the nature of their work andthe identity of unions,

as well as being powerful symbols of the role of unionsin advancingconditionsand wagesfor working

people. The bannersare rare survivingexamplesof nineteenth and early twentieth century trade union

bannersand representthe only substantialcollectionin Victoriaand one of only two major EightHour Day
bannercollectionsin Australia.

OperativePaintersand DecoratordUnion(1915)

ManufacturingGrocersEmployeesndustrialUnion AustralianBoot Trade,BallaratDivision(1905)
of Victoria(n.d.)
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AmalgamatedSocietyof CarpentersaandJoiners, AustralianTramwaysEmployeedssociation,
VictorianBranch, 1914 VictorianBranch(1916)

Amalgamatedsocietyof EngineersBlacksmiths,  Unitedl r o n w oAsskstants3ocietyof Victoria,
Fitters, PatternmakersTurnersand Machinists, BallaratBranch(n.d.)
Ballarat(n.d.)

Unionbannersnot in the VHRbut recommendedor inclusionin the VHRby the ExecutiveDirector,

19 January?018

Stawell AMA Banner, Stawell

The Stawell AMA Banneris a large cloth bannerwith painted illustrationsand mottos, cordsand fringing.
One side commemoratesthe Eight Hour Day movement with a central image surrounded by mottos

referencingthe movement.Theother sidecommemorateshe StawellAMAwith two male figuresshaking
handsrepresentinglabour and capital. The bannerwas createdin 1904 as a replica of an earlier banner
createdin 1874.1t wassupportedon an upper horizontalrod and displayedon the backof a horseand dray
during the annual SportingDay processionuntil 1909 when the paradesceaseduseto a lackof interest. It

remainedin storageuntil it wasconservedanddisplayedn its currentlocationin StawellTownHallin 1990.
It is of historicalsignificancdor its associatiorwith the developmentof the union movementin Victoriaand
with the AMAAIn particular. Therewere more than 200 union bannersmadein Victoriabetween1856and
1950andthe StawellAMABanneris one of only twelve knownto havesurvived.
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StawellBannerwithin Perspexoxin StawellTownHall.
Left: Frontface. Right:Rearface.

Banner of theAMAA, Maldon No. 14 Branch, Maldon Museum

TheBannerof the AMAA Maldon No. 14 Branchis locatedin the Maldon Museum,Maldon. It wascreated
in 1888andis a double-sidedbannerwith a centralpanelsurroundedby a borderon eachside.Onesidehas
an imageof two male figuresrepresentinglabour and capital surrounced by mottos. Thereverseside has
wording only. The Bannerwas displayedduring union paradesup until World War |, and in Easterparades
until the 1970s.

It is of historicaland socialsignificancdor its associationwith the developmentof the union movementin
Victoria and with the AMAA in particular. It is a rare surviving union banner, of which there were
approximately200 made between 1856 and the 1950sand an uncommonexampleof a banner which
continuedto be displayedn communityparadesafter the AMAAceasedo exist.
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Bannerof the AMAA MaldonNo. 14 Branch

SUMMARY OF COMPARNSD

Trade union bannerswere visual symbolsof eachunion's trade and aspirationsand were mainly usedin
processiongelebratingthe EightHour Day movement. Therewere more than 200 union bannerscreated
between1856and 1950andthe WatersideWo r k EedegationBanneris now one of only twelve knownto
survivein Victoria. TheEightHour Day TradeUnion BannersVHRH2086)are union bannersthat were used
primarily during Eight Hour Day Movement parades celebratingone of the most significantindustrial
movementsin the nineteenth century. The Stawellbanneralsoreferencesthe EightHour Day Movement
andtogetherwith the Maldonbanneris alsoarare survivihg documentaryevidenceof the AMAA.

TheWWFBanneris one of only two banners from the mid twentieth century known to survive in Victoria.
The other is the Australian Coal and Shale Employees Federation Banner currently held at the Wonthaggi
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Historical SocietyTheWWFBanneris unusual in that it dates from a period of decline in the making and use

of union banners. It is also a rare example of a banner painted in the socialist realism style which originated
in communist Russia and was us@dALP propaganda pamphlets and posters between the 1920s and
1950s. Produced in the | ate 1940s, it honours the
long line of banners commissioned by waterside unions in Victoria.
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http://www.mua.org.au/1872_1936

ADDITIONAL IMAGES

2017,Banneron displayat the MUARooms.
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