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EXTENT OF NOMINATION
The house and land known as 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray.
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

William Cooper, a Yorta Yorta man (born 18 December 1860), moved to Melbourne from Cummeragunja around 1932 and resided in the Footscray area for approximately eight years. During this period he became a leader of the emerging Aboriginal Rights movement in Victoria. He is most well known for launching a petition to the King calling for better treatment of Aboriginal people and their representation in the Commonwealth Parliament. He is also known for establishing the Australian Aborigines’ League, a political body which sought better treatment of Aboriginal people. He played a role in the first ‘Day of Mourning’ protest on the 150th anniversary of European settlement in Australia (1938) and lead the Kristellnacht protest against Nazi Germany’s treatment of the Jewish people (1938). Both he and the Australian Aborigines’ League offered advice and support to Aboriginal people following the walk off at Cummeragunja (1939).
Throughout his life Cooper moved residences regularly. Over his seven year period in Melbourne, Cooper resided at four different properties:

· 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray (the subject property) – ca 1932 to 1935 (occupied for approximately four years)
· 27 Federal Street, Footscray – ca 1936 to 1937 (demolished) (occupied for approximately two years)
· 43 Mackay Street, Yarraville – ca 1938 (occupied for approximately one year)
· 73 Southampton Street, Footscray – ca 1939 (occupied for approximately one year)
120 Ballarat Road, was the property Cooper occupied for the longest period of time in Melbourne. It is the place where he developed many projects that would be realised when he resided elsewhere. For example the petition was commenced while at Ballarat Road and the Australian Aborigines’ League was also conceived while he lived at this property.
The house at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray is a Victorian double fronted bungalow. The house itself has been substantially altered and modernised. 

RECOMMENDATION REASON

William Cooper is a key figure in the Australian Aboriginal Rights movement. His political activism occurred over a very short period of time later in his life. Cooper’s achievements are substantial and highly important to Victoria and Australia more broadly. They have also been recognised internationally. Not withstanding the significance of Cooper’s achievements, they are not clearly evident in the place. Both the house and surrounding neighbourhood have undergone substantial alteration since Cooper’s occupancy. The passage of time combined with the relatively short period in which he resided there, means that there is very little, if any, evidence of a connection between the place, and William Cooper. As such, it does not meet the threshold for inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register. The place retains some significance as the first Melbourne house occupied by William Cooper during his politically active period and the Heritage Council may wish to refer the nomination to the City of Maribyrnong for consideration of inclusion of the property within the Heritage Overlay. 
The significance of this place to Aboriginal people has been recognised by its inclusion in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register (7822-3807).
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Maribyrnong
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No
HISTORY
William Cooper

William Cooper was a pivotal figure in the fight for Aboriginal Rights in the 20th century. He founded the Australian Aborigines’ League, a body which continued to press for Aboriginal Rights after his death. The Australian Aborigines’ League has been described by Bain Attwood and Andrew Markus as the ‘most important of the first crop of Aboriginal political organizations founded in Australia.’ Cooper achieved a remarkable amount in a very short period of time, however Attwood and Markus note that Cooper is ‘still unknown outside a very small circle of people.’

Cooper was born in Yorta Yorta country near Echuca on 18 December 1860. Information and exact dates about Cooper’s life before his political activities in the 1930s are sketchy. Cooper’s father was James Cooper and his mother was Kitty Lewis, a Yorta Yorta woman. Cooper was the fifth of eight children. At seven years of age, Cooper was taken to the Melbourne suburb of Camberwell by Sir John O’Shanassy for approximately three years as a coachman. (O’Shanassy was a prominent businessman and Member of the Victorian Legislative Council.) Cooper then worked as a hand on Moira Station, near Mathoura in New South Wales (in Yorta Yorta territory) which was owned by O’Shanassy. This set a trend, which Cooper continued throughout his life, of never residing in any place for a long period of time. 

While at Moira he learned horse-breaking and other rural laboring skills. By 1874 Cooper had followed his mother and some of his siblings and moved to the mission at Maloga. Cooper then moved to another mission at Warangesda, before returning to Maloga, where he converted to Christianity. Cooper’s mission education by Daniel and Janet Matthews, combined with his conversion to Christianity, are likely to have influenced his views about equality and justice.

In June 1884 Cooper married his first wife, a Yorta Yorta woman named Annie Clarendon Murrie, with whom he had two children. Annie died in 1889, by which time he had moved onto Cummeragunja, a reserve in New South Wales near the border with Victoria, founded by the New South Wales Aborigines Protection Board. In 1893 Cooper married his second wife, Agnes Hamilton who had come from Coranderrk (a Victorian reserve). Cooper had six children with Agnes before her death in 1910. 
Over time, the New South Wales Aborigines Protection Board changed their policy relating to Cummeragunja, preventing Aboriginal men farming their own blocks, seizing this land and forcing them to work for the Board. Such policies caused protest and lead to some expulsions. There is some suggestion that Cooper may have been expelled from Cummeragunja. Throughout the 1910s and 1920s he worked as a shearer, drover, horse-breaker and general laborer in Queensland, South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria. During this period he was a member of the Australian Workers’ Union and acted as spokesman for Aboriginal workers in western New South Wales and central Victoria.
Cooper, then in his 70s, returned to Cummeragunja, where he married his third wife Sarah Nelson (nee McCrae), another Coranderrk woman, in 1928. However, Cooper’s European blood meant he was ineligible for the pension if he stayed at Cummeragunja, and Cooper and his wife left sometime in 1932. Although most Aboriginal people leaving Cummeragunja and other reserves settled in Fitzroy, Cooper chose to reside in Footscray. 
Cooper resided at four different residences while in Melbourne:

· 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray (the subject property) – ca 1932 to 1935 (occupied for approximately four years)
· 27 Federal Street, Footscray – ca 1936 to 1937 (demolished) (occupied for approximately two years)
· 43 Mackay Street, Yarraville – ca 1938 (occupied for approximately one year)
· 73 Southampton Street, Footscray – ca 1939 (occupied for approximately one year)

At some time in 1932, Cooper moved into 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray. In 1933 Cooper launched the petition to the King, calling for better treatment of Aboriginal people and representation in the Commonwealth Parliament. The launch of the petition was reported widely in mainstream press Australia wide. Cooper spent a great deal of time travelling around Australia collecting signatures. A total of 1814 signatures were collected from Aboriginal people in Queensland (900), Western Australia (500), South Australia (350), Northern Territory (9) and New South Wales and Victoria (55). Given the transport available at the time this would have been a significant undertaking for one man.
Archival records indicate that Cooper’s most prolific letter writing period also occurred while at 120 Ballarat Road Footscray, with a total of fifteen letters written to the government between 1933 and 1935. In 1935 he also led the first deputation to a Commonwealth Minister. The Australian Aborigines’ League also traces its origins to the property at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray. Although both Barbara Miller in William Cooper: Gentle Warrior and Attwood and Marcus date the League’s formal establishment as occurring in 1936 (while Cooper resided at another property), Miller suggests that Cooper used the League name as early as 1932. In Blood from a stone: William Cooper and the Australian Aborigines’ League, Andrew Markus notes that prior to 1936 Cooper was acting on behalf of a loose grouping of Aboriginal people using a variety of titles.
Miller notes, ‘William would hold meetings in the front room of his cottage with two candles flickering on the mantelpiece. As well as Shadrach James, people like Margaret Tucker and Caleb and Anne Morgan, ex Cummera Aborigines, regularly came to meetings.’ While Cooper’s grandson, Uncle Boydie, who lived with William Cooper at Ballarat Road in Footscray:

... recalls clearly the thrill of attending open air meetings with his grandfather on the Yarra, opening the front door to important guests for meetings at home, and the regimented life of living with a disciplined, driven man – right down to the daily Bible readings. Boydie also remembers the lack of electricity and gas in that home. Money wasn’t spent on such luxuries. Instead, it went on necessities – buying ink, paper and stamps for the next carefully written letter to the editor of the Argus and the Age.
Cooper moved to 27 Federal Street at some time in 1936. As discussed earlier, the Australian Aborigines’ League was formally established in 1936, while in 1937 the petition to the King was forwarded to the Australian Prime Minister.
At some time in 1938 Cooper moved to 43 Mackay St, Yarraville. In 1938 there were two protests, of which Cooper was a central player, the ‘Day of Mourning’ and the ‘Kristellnacht’ protests. The Day of Mourning protest was held on Australia Day in 1938, the 150th anniversary of European settlement in Australia. The inspiration for this event has been attributed to William Cooper and William Ferguson, an Aboriginal Leader from Dubbo, New South Wales. Although activities were held in both Melbourne and Sydney, Sydney was the main focus. During this period Cooper began making comparisons between the treatment of Aboriginal people and the persecution of Jews and other minorities in Nazi Germany. In December 1938 Cooper led a group of Aboriginal people from his Footscray home to the German Consulate in Melbourne’s CBD to protest the injustices being carried out against the Jews by the Nazis highlighted by Kristellnacht. Also in 1938 the Commonwealth Government advised that it would not act on Cooper’s petition and would not forward it to the King as it has no jurisdiction in Aboriginal affairs under the Australian Constitution.
At some point in 1939 Cooper moved to 73 Southampton St, Footscray. Also in 1939 Cooper opposed the creation of a separate Aboriginal regiment in the Australian Army and the walk off of Cummeragunja occurred. Cooper had previously been consulted by the Cummera people regarding their poor treatment following the appointment of a new manager. Cooper told them to petition the New South Wales Aborigines Protection Board to have the manager removed. The Board did not remove him, leading to the petitioners being further victimised. Reports suggesting that Aboriginal people would be confined to the station and children would be removed provoked further fears amongst the Aboriginal community. John Pattern, President of the Aborigines’ Progressive Association of New South Wales, and his brother George visited Cummeragunja and persuaded many residents of Cummeragunja to ‘strike’. This lead to an exodus of many Aboriginal people from Cummeragunja by crossing the Murray River into Victoria. The Australian Aborigines’ League took up the cause of the people at Cummeragunja, and largely assisted them through the support received from left-wing trade unions and Communist Party members.
While in Melbourne, Cooper was known to have spoken at Speakers Corner, Melbourne Park (VHR H1363) and spoke to gatherings at the Moreton Bay Fig Tree in the Carlton Gardens (VHR H1501). Both places are on the Victorian Heritage Register, although not specifically for their association with Cooper or the Aboriginal rights movement.
Cooper’s health began to fail in 1940, so he and his wife returned to Yorta Yorta country. In February 1941 Cooper resigned as Secretary of the Australian Aborigines’ League and was succeeded by his great-nephew Doug Nicholls (later Sir Doug Nicholls). The work of the Australian Aborigines’ League continued with some church leaders recognising the Sunday before Australia Day in 1940 as Aboriginal Sunday. Cooper died on 29 March 1941 and is buried at Cummeragunja.

Cooper played an instrumental role in a number of events over a very short period. His contribution to Aboriginal Rights in Australia, and human rights more generally, is recognised and commemorated in a number of ways:
· William Cooper Justice Centre, 223 William Street, Melbourne

· William Cooper Footbridge, Footscray Station

· The William Cooper Cup, an annual trophy awarded to the winner of an Australian Rules football match between the Aboriginal All-Stars and Victoria Police played at Whitten Oval in Footscray
· The International Institute for Holocaust Research at the Yad Vashem Holocaust History Museum in Israel, created the ‘Chair for the Study of Resistance During the Holocaust in Tribute to William Cooper’ in 2010, recognising that the protest he lead was the only private protest against Germany in the wake of the Kristallnacht.
120 Ballarat Road, Footscray
Early maps show the building at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, was standing as early as 1912. The house is built close to the former Kinnears Rope Factory (VHR H2067), which was a major employer in the area, especially of Aboriginal people from the 1930s.

Originally the house would have comprised four main rooms, two each side of the central hallway, each with its own fire place. The rear of the house would have been a lean-to and been the location of the kitchen and laundry.
Originally the house stood one block back from the corner of Waring Street (later known as Wearing Street). At some point in the 1970s the properties along the east side of Waring Street were acquired, the street widened and Farnsworth Avenue realigned to this location. As a result 120 Ballarat Road now stands as a corner house. The suburban area behind it has been replaced with a car park.
VICTORIAN HISTORICAL THEMES

02
Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes


2.1
Living as Victoria’s original inhabitants


2.8
Fighting for identity

07
Governing Victorians


7.2
Struggling for political rights

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The house at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, is a single fronted Victorian workers cottage, with a cast iron valance under the front veranda. Now the house comprises four main rooms, two each side of the central hallway, with an extension to the back comprising the kitchen and bathroom. 
INTEGRITY/INTACTNESS

The place has low integrity and intactness by virtue of the changes both to the place itself and to the surrounding area. The place has continued to be used as a residence since Cooper’s occupation in the 1930s, meaning both the internal and external fabric of the building has been altered to adapt the building to the needs and requirements of subsequent occupants. The streetscape has also changed, with the demolition of houses in Waring Street and the realignment of Farnswoth Avenue, meaning 120 Ballarat Road is now on a corner.
CONDITION

The house at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has undergone substantial alteration. Original timber window frames have been replaced with aluminium ones. The interior of the house was not internally inspected, but recent photographs and a house plan show that fire places and mantles had been removed and sealed up in the front rooms, and at least one wall appears to have been removed. The roof and veranda have been covered in decromastic (pressed metal) roof tiles. The rear of the house has been demolished and was rebuilt sometime around the 1980s. The house has also been clad externally in aluminium ‘weatherboards’, and the front veranda flooring has been concreted to resemble bluestones. One front verandah post is missing, and the aluminum cladding is separating in places. Overall the house is in fair condition. 

The surrounding neighbourhood has undergone significant change since Cooper’s occupation in the early 1930s. Originally located in a row of similar houses in a suburban setting, the realignment of Farnsworth Avenue has resulted in the houses along Waring Street being acquired and demolished. 

COMPARISONS

1. Places of Social Significance to Aboriginal People
There are currently no places on the Victorian Heritage Register directly associated with the Aboriginal Rights movement. Places like Speakers Corner, Melbourne Park (VHR H1363) and the Moreton Bay Fig Tree in the Carlton Gardens (VHR H1501) have an association with the Aboriginal Rights movement and are already on the Register, but not for this connection.

There are a number of places on the Victorian Heritage Register that have a strong association with Aboriginal people, including the following:
Anglican Church (Lake Tyers Church) (VHR H1796)
The Aboriginal Church at 485 Rules Road, Toorloo Arm, is a timber church constructed in 1878 for the then Lake Tyers Aboriginal Mission to a design by the prominent Melbourne architect, Leonard Terry. Built by Aboriginal labour, it was the focus of the Aboriginal Mission, architecturally and socially, from its construction. It is historically significant as a rare example of an Aboriginal mission church which was part of the Aboriginal Reserve system used to control the Aboriginal population of Victoria from the 1860s. It is socially significant because of its association for the Aboriginal community in Victoria as a link with the community's past experience on the Aboriginal reserves.
Bangerang Cultural Centre (VHR H1082)

The Bangerang Cultural Centre at 45 Parkside Drive, Shepparton, is historically significant as an important landmark in the struggle of the Aboriginal people to maintain their own culture. As the first Aboriginal managed museum in Victoria to be planned, the Centre is a tangible symbol of the shift of attitude in society from the idea of assimilation to self-determination. It is of social significance for the important role it has played for many Aboriginal people in preserving their identity and raising awareness of indigenous culture. It has assisted in maintaining the cultural heritage of descendants of the Bangerang people. 
Lake Hindmarsh (Ebenezer) Mission, Antwerp (VHR H0288)

The Ebenezer Mission site and its complex of buildings, footings and cemetery are of great social, historical, archaeological and architectural significance to the state of Victoria and are of particular social and historical importance to Aboriginal Victorians. The Ebenezer Mission, built on the site of a pre-contact Aboriginal ceremonial ground, was the first of the missions founded in Victoria in the second half of the nineteenth century to gain a secure and lasting relationship with the native people. The site is significant for its historical and pre-historical associations with Aboriginal people both in the region and throughout Victoria, and is one of the two most extensive and original nineteenth century missions for Aboriginal people surviving in Victoria. Its significance is enhanced by the survival of numerous pre-and post-contact Aboriginal sites, such as scarred trees, burial grounds and occupation sites, in the surrounding area.

Although significant to Aboriginal people as the first Melbourne residence of William Cooper, the residence at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, does not allow an appreciation of Aboriginal culture or history in the same way as the above examples. No noteworthy physical change to the property occurred as a result of Cooper’s four year occupation and the place has continued to operate as a residence since Cooper left it sometime in 1935-6.
2. Places associated with political movements

There are a number of places on the Victorian Heritage Register that have a strong association with political movements.
Eight Hour Monument (VHR H2084)

The Eight Hour Monument in Russell Street, Melbourne, is of historical significance to the State of Victoria for its association with the eight hour day movement. The granting of the eight hour day saw the development of organised labour in Australia, and the granting of wages and conditions that lead to Australia being seen as the 'working mans paradise' in the late 19th century. The Eight Hour Monument is of social significance for many people as a symbol of labour activism and a place where the eight hour movement continues to be remembered and celebrated.

Melbourne Trades Hall, Carlton (VHR H0663)
Melbourne Trades Hall at 172 Victoria Street, Carlton, is of historical significance for its associations with trade union, Labor Party, and State and Australian history. The existing building occupies the site where the first, temporary Trades Hall was opened in May 1859. Since its construction, the building has been the site of numerous important events in union and working class history. Its origins lie in the successful eight hour day movement, in which Victorian artisans led the world, and has long been regarded as a splendid monument to this achievement. In addition, the building has significant associations with the development of Victoria's trade unions, and with the early history of the Australian Council of Trade Unions, hosting the first meeting of the ACTU in May 1927. As Australia's oldest and largest Trades Hall, it stands as a symbol of the importance of organised labour within Australian society. 

Eureka Historic Precinct (VHR H1874)

The Eureka Historic Precinct, at 501-525 Eureka Street, Ballarat, is of outstanding historical significance for its association with the Eureka stockade, an event that reflects struggles for equality and fairness. The bulk of the land comprising the precinct was set aside as a reserve only 16 years after the battle because it was considered to contain the greater portion, if not the whole, of the stockade. Since then it has been a place to reflect on the events and their consequences. The Eureka Historic Precinct is arguably one of the most culturally meaningful sites in the nation. The Eureka rebellion holds an unparalleled position in the Nation’s European history and is ingrained in Australia’s cultural fabric. The legend of Eureka has also been immortalised in poetry, prose, film and painting. The ‘Eureka spirit’ is commonly invoked as a synonym for democracy, Australian-style, with the Eureka (or Southern Cross) flag (VHR H2097) as the symbol of that spirit. 
The former residence of William Cooper at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, does not represent an association with a political movement as clearly as these places. The connection of both Cooper and the Australian Aborigines’ League to the property was of approximately four years, and was intermittent given Cooper’s travels for the petition and the fact that the Australian Aborigines’ League was not formalised until after Cooper vacated the property. Since this time the residence has been in almost continuous use by a range of peoples and undergone substantial renovation. As such there is no evidence of the association with either Cooper or the League in the remaining fabric of the building. 
3. Places Associated with people of significance

There are a number of places on the Victorian Heritage Register that have a strong association with people of significance.
Former John Kelly House (VHR H0940)
The former John Kelly house at Beveridge, c1860, a substantially intact example of vernacular timber construction, has architectural and historical significance. The house is highly valued by many Victorians for its association with the Ned Kelly legend, as the only known extant example of a house in which he lived as a small boy (for approximately 10 years). The house provides evidence of Ned's humble origins, Irish influences and his rural up-bringing. It is architecturally significant because the construction and detailing of the roof, details such as bush poles, shingles, transverse split timber boards, gutter details and the absence of eaves, are not known elsewhere in Victoria.
Napier Waller House (VHR H0617)

The Napier Waller House in Ivanhoe was completed in 1922 to artist Mervyn Napier Waller’s own design. It remains remarkably intact, and contains furniture designed by Napier Waller, many of his artworks and his library. The whole speaks clearly of the artist and is maintained as his memorial. 

Grainger Museum (VHR H0875)
The Grainger Museum, at the University of Melbourne, is historically significant for its associations with its founder Percy Grainger. Australian-born Grainger was an internationally acclaimed musician and composer, and an early contributor to the development of electronic music and experimental free music. The Grainger Museum is rare as an example of a purpose built autobiographical museum dedicated to the life and works of one person. The Grainger Museum is historically significant for its large collection of artefacts and documents which provide a contextual understanding to Grainger’s life and work. The artefacts encompass many of his passions, including ethnography, ‘Free-Music’ composition and electronic music.

The threshold for the association between a person and a place is high and requires a significant connection between the person and the place to be evident. Cooper resided at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, for approximately four years, in the formative stages of his activism. The place has undergone substantial renovation since Cooper’s occupation to adapt it to the needs of subsequent occupants. Unfortunately this means that there is very little, if any, evidence of an association between this place and either William Cooper or the Australian Aborigines’ League.
ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
This place was nominated on the basis that it satisfies Criterion A, G and H of the Heritage Council of Victoria’s Criteria for Assessment.

CRITERION A

Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history. 

120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has been nominated against Criterion A on the basis of its importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ASSESSMENT

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION A

The place/object has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, custom or way of life in Victoria’s cultural history.

Plus

The association of the place/object to the event, phase, etc IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object and/or in documentary resources or oral history.

Plus

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to Victoria.

· William Cooper resided at 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray between 1932 and 1935, during which time he played an important role in the Aboriginal Rights movement.

· The physical fabric of the building does not provide evidence of Cooper’s association with the house, however it is evidenced by a number of letters he wrote during this period where he gave this property as his address.

· Over a very short period of time Cooper made a strong and influential contribution to Aboriginal Rights, both in Victoria and nationally.
· The petition calling for Aboriginal Rights was initiated at this property, however when it was presented he resided elsewhere, and in order to obtain signatures for the petition considerable time would have been spent away from the property.
· The Australian Aborigines’ League was likely conceived while he resided at this property, although formally established at a later one.

It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion A is satisfied.
STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION A

The place/object allows the clear association with the event, phase etc. of historical importance to be UNDERSTOOD BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA WITH SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME ASSOCIATION.
· There is an association between William Cooper and 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray.
· This property does not allow this phase in Victoria’s history to be readily appreciated better than most other places in Victoria with substantially the same association.
· The level of integrity and intactness of 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, means it does not allow an understanding of William Cooper, the Australian Aborigines’ League or the Aboriginal Rights movement, better than most other places in Victoria with substantially the same association.

It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion A is not satisfied at the State level. 
CRITERION G

Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to indigenous people as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions.

120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has been nominated against Criterion G on the basis that it has a special association with Aboriginal people as one of the homes of William Cooper, and the place where the Australian Aborigines’ League was conceived.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ASSESSMENT
STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION G
Evidence exists of a DIRECT ASSOCIATION between the place/object and a PARTICULAR COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP.

(For the purpose of these guidelines, ‘COMMUNITY or CULTURAL GROUP’ is defined as a sizable group of persons who share a common and long-standing interest or identity).

Plus
The association between the place/object and the community or cultural group is STRONG OR SPECIAL, as evidenced by the regular or long-term use of/engagement with the place/object or the enduring ceremonial, ritual, commemorative, spiritual or celebratory use of the place/object.

· Evidence exists of a direct association between 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, and the Aboriginal community. Cooper would meet with other Aboriginal people here to coordinate their activism.
· Cooper resided at this property for three to four years. 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, is a private residence. There is no evidence of regular or long-term use of the property by Aboriginal people. Rather, this property is likely to hold an enduring a spiritual association for Aboriginal people as a place linked to the establishment the Aboriginal Rights movement in Victoria.

It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion G is satisfied.
STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION G

The place/object represents a particularly strong example of the association between it and the community or cultural group by reason of its relationship to important historical events in Victoria and/or its ability to interpret experiences to the broader Victorian community.

· There is no evidence available to suggest that 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, is a stronger example of the association that exists between Aboriginal people and William Cooper, the Australian Aborigines’ League or the Aboriginal Rights movement than any other property with a similar association.
It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion G is not satisfied at the State level.
CRITERION H

Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Victoria’s history.
120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has been nominated on the basis that it has a special association with William Cooper, the Australian Aborigines’ League and the Aboriginal Rights movement.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ASSESSMENT

STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION H
The place/object has a DIRECT ASSOCIATION with a person or group of persons who have made a strong or influential CONTRIBUTION to the course of Victoria’s history.

Plus

The association of the place/object to the person(s) IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history.

Plus

The ASSOCIATION:

directly relates to ACHIEVEMENTS of the person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or

relates to an ENDURING and/or CLOSE INTERACTION between the person(s) and the place/object

· 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has a direct association with William Cooper, the Australian Aborigines’ League and the Aboriginal Rights movement.
· The physical fabric of the building does not provide evidence of Cooper’s association with the house, however it is evidenced by a number of letters he wrote during this period where he gave this property as his address.

· Although Cooper made a strong and influential contribution to the course of both Victoria’s and Australia’s history, his association with this property was short lived (three to four years) and occurred at the start of his politically active period. Activities he commenced while residing at this house culminated when he resided elsewhere.
· The threshold for criterion H requires there be an enduring or close connection between an individual and a place, or that achievements of a person occurred at or related to the place. Both the place and surrounding area have undergone substantial alteration since Cooper’s occupation. The fabric of 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray, has been significantly altered by subsequent occupants, meaning there is very little, if any, evidence remaining of an association with Cooper or the Australian Aborigines’ League.
It is the view of the Executive Director that Criterion H is not satisfied.
KEY REFERENCES USED TO PREPARE ASSESSMENT
Attwood, B. & Markus, A Thinking Black: William Cooper and the Australian Aborigines’ League (2005)
Broome, R. Aboriginal Victorians: A history since 1800 (2005)

Markus, A. Blood from a stone: William Cooper and the Australian Aborigines’ League (1988)

Miller, B. William Cooper: Gentle Warrior (2012)
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Residence, 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray (25 August 2014)
View of front of residence
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Residence, 120 Ballarat Road, Footscray (25 August 2014)
View of front verandah with missing post
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Yorta Yorta Country 

(http://www.yynac.com.au/maps.php)
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William Cooper 
(http://www.uncleboydiesdream.com/explore/)
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William Cooper Footbridge, Footscray (http://www.bh-architects.com/projects/masterplanning/32-william-cooper-bridge-footscray)
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William Cooper Justice Centre 
(http://www.v-arc.com.au/timeline/project/7/william-cooper-justice-centre.html)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE HERITAGE COUNCIL: 


That the place NOT be included in the Victorian Heritage Register under Section 32 (1)(b) of the Heritage Act 1995. 


The Heritage Council may wish to consider exercising its powers under s42 (1)(d)(i) of the Heritage Act 1995 to refer the recommendation to the City of Maribyrnong for inclusion in the local Heritage Overlay.





It should be noted that this place is included in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register (7822-3807).








TIM SMITH


Executive Director





Recommendation Date:	19 September 2014
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