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HERITAGE COUNCIL DETERMINATION

	Determination Date
	4 February 2016

	Place/Object Name
	Former Chapel of St Joseph

	Location
	27-29 Strabane Avenue, Mont Albert North

	VHR Number
	H2351

	Category
	Heritage Place


At a meeting of the Heritage Council of Victoria on 4 February 2016 it was determined that, in accordance with Section 42 of the Heritage Act 1995, the above place is of cultural heritage significance to the State of Victoria and warrants inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register. This decision was reached having considered the assessment against the Heritage Council’s criteria, other information contained in the attached report and all submissions received in response to the Executive Director’s recommendation.  

The Heritage Council endorses and adopts the attached report for the purposes of making its decision.
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Professor Stuart Macintyre AO
Chair, Heritage Council of Victoria
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RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
HERITAGE COUNCIL

	NAME
	Former Chapel of St joseph

	LOCATION
	27-29 strabane avenue, mont albert north

	VHR NUMBER:
	PROV VHR H2351

	CATEGORY:
	HERITAGE PLACE

	FILE NUMBER:
	FOL/15/46354

	HERMES NUMBER:
	13077
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EXTENT OF NOMINATION
The nomination is to the extent of the chapel, ramp, patio, lawns and native tree planting.
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RECOMMENDED REGISTRATION

All of the place shown hatched on Diagram 2351 encompassing part of Plan of Consolidation 367209.
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The extent of registration of the Former Chapel of St Joseph, Mont Albert North, in the Victorian Heritage Register affects the whole place shown on Diagram 2351 including the land, the building (including the interiors and exteriors), roads, trees, landscape elements and other features.  
AERIAL PHOTO OF THE PLACE SHOWING PROPOSED REGISTRATION
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STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

What is significant?
The Former Chapel of St Joseph, consisting of a single storey brick building with exterior patio and ramp, and associated landscaping.
History Summary

The Former Chapel of St Joseph was designed by architects Maggie Edmond and Peter Corrigan, and built between 1976-78. It was commissioned by Father Michael Burke, priest of the Holy Redeemer Parish in Surrey Hills, who was impressed with Edmond & Corrigan’s work at the Church of the Resurrection in Keysborough, in particular the low cost of the project and the building’s sense of humanity. The brief was for a light-filled space to be used for both worship and a community facility. The Former Chapel of St Joseph was designed for a predominantly homogenous community, consisting mainly of residents of the home for the elderly adjacent to the site. The modest scale and materials of the Former Chapel of St Joseph reflect the local vernacular architecture which consists largely of post-World War II housing. 

The Former Chapel of St Joseph has been described by architectural historian Philip Goad as ‘one of the pivotal buildings of the 1970s’ which exemplified the beginnings of Postmodern architecture in Victoria. It won the 1983 Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA) (Victorian Chapter) merit award for Outstanding Architecture in the New Buildings Category. In 2003 it won the RAIA (Victorian Chapter) inaugural 25 Year Architectural Award and Peter Corrigan won the RAIA National Gold Medal. Edmond & Corrigan have continued to develop their ideas and designs through a range of building types, and have been acknowledged by numerous awards for their contributions to the architectural field. 
The design of the Former Chapel of St Joseph was influenced by changes and reforms following the Roman Catholic Second Vatican Council (1962-65). This era saw the emergence church designs which provided congregations with more intimate and community focused spaces for the exchange of faith. This is reflected in the scale and design of the Former Chapel of St Joseph. The Former Chapel of St Joseph is currently used as a space for the University of the Third Age and as a hall for community hire.
Description Summary

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is a single storey building of complex and three dimensional design. This includes curved walls which conceal a flat roof behind parapets and a post-supported horizontal flat–roofed canopy which extends along the side of the building walkway towards the rear carpark and partially covers a curved entrance ramp. The building is constructed of red and cream brick used in a pattern of contrasting strips and panels and has timber framed openings. A post-supported steel frame extends beyond the building on both the eastern and western sides.
The interior of the Former Chapel of St Joseph consists mainly of the central space (or nave), which includes a sanctuary platform situated opposite the curved western wall. Connected to the nave is the former narthex (or foyer) at the front of the building facing Strabane Avenue, shaped by curved walls. The building has ancillary spaces at the rear, including restrooms, storerooms and offices. An internal steel frame of tubular posts and columns painted in blue (a different shade from the original) extends across the ceiling and marks out the window bays in the nave.
This site is part of the traditional land of the Wurundjeri people.
How is it significant? 

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is of architectural significance to the State of Victoria. It satisfies the following criteria for inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register:
Criterion D

Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects.

Criterion H

Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Victoria’s history.
Why is it significant? 

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is significant at the State level for the following reasons:

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is architecturally significant as one of the first examples of Postmodern architecture in Victoria. Completed in 1978, the Former Chapel of St Joseph is an early work of architects Edmond & Corrigan, and its small scale, materials and architectural style are reminiscent of local vernacular architecture. The Roman Catholic Church’s Second Vatican Council injunction that, "... when churches are to be built, let great care be taken that they be suitable for the celebration of liturgical services and for the active participation of the faithful" is evident in the modest scale and interior layout of the Former Chapel of St Joseph, reflecting the shift of focus from the clergy to the congregation. The Former Chapel of St Joseph won the 1983 RAIA (Victorian Chapter) award for Outstanding Architecture in the New Buildings Category, and the RAIA (Victorian Chapter) 25 Year Architectural Award in 2003, demonstrating its architectural significance and its enduring architectural merit. [Criterion D]
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is historically significant for its connection with nationally and internationally recognised architects Maggie Edmond & Peter Corrigan (Edmond & Corrigan). One of the pivotal buildings associated with the beginning of Postmodern architecture in Victoria, the Former Chapel of St Joseph was at the centre of debate for its provocation of conventional architectural thinking. Peter Corrigan was awarded the RAIA National Gold Medal in 2003, acknowledging his contributions to architecture. [Criterion H]
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is also significant for the following reasons, but not at the State level:
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is of social significance for its use as a religious and community building. The building continues to be used in this capacity today, as a place for educational, social and religious purposes.
RECOMMENDATION REASONS
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDING INCLUSION IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER [s.34A(2)]

Following is the Executive Director's assessment of the place against the tests set out in The Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Thresholds Guidelines (2014).

The Former Chapel of St Joseph has been nominated on the basis that it satisfies Criteria A, B, D & E. It has been assessed against Criterion D and Criterion H.
CRITERION D

Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects.
STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION D
The place/object is one of a CLASS of places/objects that has a clear ASSOCIATION with an event, phase, period, process, function, movement, important person(s), custom or way of life in Victoria’s history.
Plus

The EVENT, PHASE, etc is of HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE, having made a strong or influential contribution to Victoria.
Plus

The principal characteristics of the class are EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object.
Executive Director’s Response
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is an early and pivotal example of Postmodern architecture in Victoria, incorporating materials and architectural style reminiscent of local and suburban vernacular architecture. Despite the debate and contention surrounding this shift away from conventional architectural thinking, Postmodern architecture became a prevalent architectural style in the 1980s.
Criterion D is likely to be satisfied.
STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION D
The place/object is a NOTABLE EXAMPLE of the class in Victoria (refer to Reference Tool D).
Executive Director’s Response

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is an early and notable example of the beginning of Postmodern architecture in Victoria. Together with the Church of the Resurrection, Keysborough (VHR H2293) by the same architects, the Former Chapel of St Joseph was central to the debates surrounding the shift in architectural ideas and aesthetics in the 1970s. The move away from conventional architectural thinking is reflected in the fabric and design of the Former Chapel of St Joseph, where suburban materials have been used in a complex single storey design of modest scale. Edmond & Corrigan are recognised as pioneers of the introduction of Postmodern architecture to Victoria.

The Former Chapel of St Joseph received the 1983 RAIA (Victorian Chapter) merit award for Outstanding Architecture in the New Buildings Category, as well as the RAIA (Victorian Chapter) 25 Year Architectural Award in 2003.

Criterion D is likely to be satisfied at the State level.
CRITERION H

Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Victoria’s history.
STEP 1: A BASIC TEST FOR SATISFYING CRITERION H
The place/object has a DIRECT ASSOCIATION with a person or group of persons who have made a strong or influential CONTRIBUTION to the course of Victoria’s history.

Plus

The association of the place/object to the person(s) IS EVIDENT in the physical fabric of the place/object and/or in documentary resources and/or oral history.

Plus

The ASSOCIATION: 

· directly relates to ACHIEVEMENTS of the person(s) at, or relating to, the place/object; or 
· relates to an enduring and/or close INTERACTION between the person(s) and the place/object.

Executive Director’s Response

The Former Chapel of St Joseph was designed by the influential and innovative architects Edmond & Corrigan, who have made significant contributions architecturally over a long period of time both nationally and internationally. After opening office in 1975, Edmond & Corrigan quickly established themselves at the forefront of a change in architectural ideals and ways of thinking, and are both associated with the emergence of the Postmodern architectural style in Victoria. The Former Chapel of St Joseph and the Church of the Resurrection were both pivotal buildings reflecting this shift, and were both at the centre of architectural debate at the time. The Former Chapel of St Joseph clearly portrays the early architectural style of Edmond & Corrigan, evident in the fabric and design of the building.
Criterion H is likely to be satisfied.
STEP 2: A BASIC TEST FOR DETERMINING STATE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE FOR CRITERION H
The place/object allows the clear association with the person or group of persons to be READILY APPRECIATED BETTER THAN MOST OTHER PLACES OR OBJECTS IN VICTORIA.

Executive Director’s Response

The Former Chapel of St Joseph is considered one of the pivotal works of Edmond & Corrigan, demonstrating a significant representation and consolidation of their design ideas and Postmodern architectural style. Peter Corrigan received the RAIA National Gold Medal in 2003 for his contributions to architecture. The Former Chapel of St Joseph won the RAIA (Victorian Chapter) 25 Year Architectural Award in 2003, and the 1983 RAIA (Victorian Chapter) merit award for Outstanding Architecture in the New Buildings Category.

Criterion H is likely to be satisfied at the State level.
PROPOSED PERMIT POLICY

Preamble

The purpose of the Permit Policy is to assist when considering or making decisions regarding works to a registered place. It is recommended that any proposed works be discussed with an officer of Heritage Victoria prior to making a permit application. Discussing proposed works will assist in answering questions the owner may have and aid any decisions regarding works to the place.  

The extent of registration of the Former Chapel of St Joseph in the Victorian Heritage Register affects the whole place shown on Diagram 2351 including the land, the building, roads, trees, landscape elements and other features. Under the Heritage Act 1995 a person must not remove or demolish, damage or despoil, develop or alter or excavate, relocate or disturb the position of any part of a registered place or object without approval. It is acknowledged, however, that alterations and other works may be required to keep places and objects in good repair and adapt them for use into the future. 

If a person wishes to undertake works or activities in relation to a registered place or registered object, they must apply to the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria for a permit. The purpose of a permit is to enable appropriate change to a place and to effectively manage adverse impacts on the cultural heritage significance of a place as a consequence of change. If an owner is uncertain whether a heritage permit is required, it is recommended that Heritage Victoria be contacted. 

Permits are required for anything which alters the place or object, unless a permit exemption is granted. Permit exemptions usually cover routine maintenance and upkeep issues faced by owners as well as minor works or works to the elements of the place or object that are not significant. They may include appropriate works that are specified in a conservation management plan. Permit exemptions can be granted at the time of registration (under s.42 of the Heritage Act) or after registration (under s.66 of the Heritage Act).

It should be noted that the addition of new buildings to the registered place, as well as alterations to the interior and exterior of existing buildings requires a permit, unless a specific permit exemption is granted.

Conservation management plans

It is recommended that a Conservation Management Plan is developed to manage the place in a manner which respects its cultural heritage significance.
Cultural heritage significance

Overview of significance 
The cultural heritage significance of the Former Chapel of St Joseph lies in its Postmodern design and materials, and its associations with noted architects Edmond & Corrigan.  
All of the place is of primary cultural heritage significance, and a permit is required for most works and alterations. See Permit Exemptions section for specific permit exempt activities. 
PROPOSED PERMIT EXEMPTIONS (under section 42 of the Heritage Act)

It should be noted that Permit Exemptions can be granted at the time of registration (under s.42(4) of the Heritage Act). Permit Exemptions can also be applied for and granted after registration (under s.66 of the Heritage Act)

General Condition 1
All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of the registered place or object.

General Condition 2
Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of works that original or previously hidden or inaccessible details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or object, then the exemption covering such works shall cease and Heritage Victoria shall be notified as soon as possible. 

General Condition 3
All works should be informed by Conservation Management Plans prepared for the place. The Executive Director is not bound by any Conservation Management Plan, and permits still must be obtained for works suggested in any Conservation Management Plan.

General Condition 4
Nothing in this determination prevents the Heritage Council from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit exemptions.

General Condition 5
Nothing in this determination exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or building permits from the relevant responsible authority, where applicable.

Specific Permit Exemptions

Works and alterations to the following buildings and features are permit exempt:
Exterior

•
Minor repairs and maintenance which replace like with like.

•
Removal of non-original items such as air conditioners, pipe work, ducting, wiring, antennae and aerials and making good in a manner not detrimental to the cultural heritage significance of the place.

•
Installation or removal of existing external fixtures and fittings such as hot water services and taps in a manner not detrimental to the cultural heritage significance of the place.

•
Installation or repair of damp-proofing by either injection method or grouted pocket method in a manner which does not affect the cultural heritage significance of the place. 
•
Resurfacing of existing driveway and carpark.
Interior
· Painting of previously painted walls and ceilings provided that preparation or painting does not remove evidence of any original paint or other decorative scheme. 

· Installation, removal or replacement of non-original carpets and/or flexible floor coverings, provided that the raised section (sanctuary) in the main part of the building be retained. 

· Installation, removal or replacement of non-original curtain tracks, rods and blinds. 

· Installation, removal or replacement of hooks, nails and other devices. 

· Removal or installation of notice boards. 

· Removal or replacement of non-original door and window furniture including, hinges, locks, knobsets and sash lifts. 

· Refurbishment of existing bathrooms, toilets and kitchens including removal, installation or replacement of sanitary fixtures and associated piping, mirrors, wall and floor coverings. 

· Installation, removal or replacement of ducted, hydronic or concealed radiant type heating provided that the installation does not damage existing skirtings and architraves and that the central plant is concealed, and is done in a manner not detrimental to the cultural heritage significance of the place.

· Installation, removal or replacement of electrical wiring provided that all new wiring is fully concealed.
· Installation, removal or replacement of bulk insulation in the roof space. 

· Installation of new fire hydrant services including sprinklers, fire doors and elements affixed to plaster surfaces.

LANDSCAPE:
· The process of gardening, including mowing, hedge clipping, bedding displays, removal of dead shrubs and replanting the same species or cultivar, disease and weed control, and maintenance to care for existing plants.
· The removal or pruning of dead or dangerous trees to maintain safety. If the tree is identified as being of primary or contributory cultural heritage significance, the Executive Director must be notified of these works within 21 days of them being undertaken. 

· Replanting of removed or dead trees and vegetation with the same plant species to conserve the significant landscape character and values. 
· Management of trees in accordance with Australian Standard; Pruning of Amenity Trees AS 4373-1996 

· Management of trees in accordance with Australian Standard; Protection of Trees on Development Sites AS 4970-2009.

· Subsurface works involving the installation, removal or replacement of watering and drainage systems or services outside the canopy edge of significant trees in accordance with AS4970 and on the condition that works do not impact on archaeological features or deposits

· Removal of plants listed as noxious weeds in the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994

· Vegetation protection and management of possums and vermin. 

RELEVANT INFORMATION
	Local Government Authority
	Whitehorse City Council

	HERITAGE LISTING INFORMATION 
	

	· Heritage Overlay:
	No. A proposed Heritage Overlay is currently being reviewed (Amendment C157, HO263) (City of Whitehorse, 2015).

	· Heritage Overlay Controls:
	External Paint: (No - proposed HO only) 
Internal Alteration: (No - proposed HO only)
Tree: (No - proposed HO only)

	
	


Comments:

The Former Chapel of St Joseph was assessed to be of local heritage significance to the City of Whitehorse in the City of Whitehorse Heritage Review of 2012 by Coleman Architects Pty Ltd (Coleman Architects Pty Ltd, 2014), and has been recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in the Whitehorse Planning Scheme as part of the proposed Amendment C157 (Heritage Overlay HO263 proposed for the Former Chapel of St Joseph). At this time [October 2015], the proposed Heritage Overlay is still under review.
HISTORY
CONTEXTUAL HISTORY

Edmond & Corrigan
[This section is based on various descriptions of Edmond & Corrigan’s work , including works by Hamann, Anderson & Callister and Rifkind & Haddad, (see reference list)]
The architectural firm Edmond & Corrigan (Maggie Edmond and Peter Corrigan) opened office in 1975. Acknowledged and recognised both nationally and internationally, Hamann, Anderson & Callister state that their work is ‘credited with bringing the existing life, character, and idea of ordinary suburbs to a newly central position in Australia’s architectural culture’. 
Peter Corrigan studied architecture at the University of Melbourne from 1961. Corrigan’s 1964 thesis was concerned with designing a church, and later a parish centre and kindergarten, which served as a precursor to later work at the Church of the Resurrection in Keysborough. Corrigan’s second thesis in 1965 was for a religious centre at Monash University. The design for the religious centre attracted the interest of Mockridge, Stahle, and Mitchell, who designed the final religious centre for Monash in a simpler circular pattern. Corrigan, in a lecture given in late 1964, urged for an architecture of social representation and promoted the ties between church buildings and everyday life. This concern with the common and the everyday continued to carry through to later designs. 
Maggie Edmond studied at the University of Melbourne Architecture School from 1964-1969, and excelled academically during this time. Both Edmond and Corrigan were involved with designs relating to theatre work, although in different circles. Edmond was also a part of community heritage conservation activities. She was a member of the defence committee for Brookes Crescent in Fitzroy which succeeded in stopping a high rise proposal and resulted in increasing conservation awareness. 
The first joint project for Edmond and Corrigan was the McCarthy House in Lilydale in the 1960s, where Edmond provided a rendering for a perspective of the house while still a student. Corrigan had left Australia in 1967, studying a Masters in Environmental Design at Yale, and the ideals and works of Robert Venturi were to become a longstanding influence for him architecturally. Edmond and Corrigan opened an office in 1975, and many of their earlier works involved designs for community and religious spaces, such as St Colman’s in Mortlake. Corrigan in the 1960s said that ‘we should build churches out of the reality which we experience and verify each day’. The Church of the Resurrection in Keysborough and the Former Chapel of St Joseph in Box Hill both allowed Edmond & Corrigan to develop and exhibit their ideas and designs. According to Philip Goad, these two key works ‘were locally and nationally, the most confronting works of this late 1970s shift’ in ‘aesthetic ideals’. Conrad Hamann believes that ‘their work, more than any other Australian architect’s, is credited with bringing the existing life, character, and idea of ordinary suburbs to a newly central position in Australia’s architectural culture’. Other architects associated with the change in ideals, and also reflecting the suburban vernacular in the 1970s, include Norman Day, academic Conrad Hamann, and younger architects such as Richard Munday, Ian McDougall and Howard Raggatt.

In 2014 Rifkind and Haddad wrote that both the Former Chapel of St Joseph and the Church of the Resurrection ‘constituted key moments in Australian architecture, where the certainties of orthodox modernism were completely swept away’. Their embrace of the ordinary and the ‘ugly’ was looked upon with suspicion. Norman Day suggested that the Former Chapel of St Joseph ‘restated and celebrated the suburban iconography with a series of theatrical gestures…in a building that I noted at the time was one of the most elegant built during that period’. Jennifer Taylor in 1981 wrote about the vulnerability of the building, and the use of commonplace design and materials in allowing the Former Chapel of St Joseph to feel comfortable for its users, a contradiction with the traditional grand and exciting designs and scale of churches.
As construction of the Former Chapel of St Joseph reached completion, the first journal of architectural criticism in Australia, Transition, began publication (founded in 1979). Transition was started by Ian McDougall and Richard Munday, however the impetus and motivation for its creation has also been in part accredited to Corrigan calling for an independent architectural journal. Corrigan is also closely associated with RMIT University, receiving an Honorary Doctorate of Architecture, and in 1993 the title of Adjunct Professor of Architectural Design.

The Former Chapel of St Joseph has been acknowledged with architectural awards, including the 1983 merit award of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA) (Victorian Chapter) for Outstanding Architecture in the New Buildings Category. The Former Chapel of St Joseph also won the 2003 RAIA (Victorian Chapter) 25 Year Architectural Award, the same year Peter Corrigan was awarded the RAIA National Gold Medal. 
Postmodern Architecture
The Postmodern movement began in America in the 1960s, as a break away from Modernism. It involves using a diverse range of architectural styles, often used in conjunction, which overall serve to communicate ideas to the public and to convey the close relationship of a place with its purpose, context and its community. Robert Venturi played a pivotal role in the Postmodern movement, and supports the view that it is important for a building to communicate meaning. Venturi’s books Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture (published in 1966), as well as the second book Learning from Las Vegas (1972), both illustrate the development of his ideas. Corrigan had travelled to America to study prior to the establishment of Edmond & Corrigan, and his architectural views were further shaped and developed under the tutorage of Robert Venturi at Yale. The diverse nature of Postmodern architecture allows flexibility with regards to design for different types of buildings, their context, as well as varying client requirements. 
The Second Vatican Council
The Second Vatican Council (also known as Vatican II), held in Rome 1962-5, instigated a metaphorical shift in the expression of worship, from the heavenly to the pastoral. Vatican II encouraged changes to the layout of the church and promoted the church as a community building, as a ‘site for the exchange of faith’. These changes encouraged a new focus on the congregation itself, and a closer proximity, facilitated by church design, between the congregation and the priest. 
In combination with the diversity and flexibility of the Postmodern architectural style used by Edmond & Corrigan, Vatican II changes enabled the design brief for the Former Chapel of St Joseph to produce a comfortable place in which the community could gather and a space to which they could relate. This was complemented by its complex design and architectural features which distinguish it from a suburban residence.
HISTORY OF PLACE

Father Michael Burke, priest of the Holy Redeemer Parish in Surrey Hills, had read about the Church of the Resurrection in Keysborough, and after being impressed by its sense of humanity and lack of expense sought to employ the services of Edmond & Corrigan to design a new chapel in Box Hill North. The chapel was to replace a wooden building on a suburban street, in an area built up predominantly after World War II, but also containing a small  number of Federation and bungalow style dwellings. The final drawings and plans for the building were altered significantly through the design phase, resulting in a building much more closely associated with the suburban context. Some aspects, such as interior elevations and skylight placements, were finally decided on site. 
The suburban context in which the Former Chapel of St Joseph was to be situated was quite different to previous projects at Mortlake and Keysborough, and a home for the elderly next door would provide the main demographic of the patrons visiting the chapel. The red and cream coloured brick used for the Former Chapel of St Joseph pays homage to suburban residences in the area, and the position and angling of the building was synonymous with local houses being situated to enjoy mountain views. The parapets were used, as in the Church of the Resurrection, to mark out and distinguish the building as an institutional one. A plaque located on the exterior of the building records the blessing of the Former Chapel of St Joseph on the 23 April 1978.
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is now used by the University of the Third Age. In 1991, a volunteer driven cohort proposed a Box Hill branch of the University of the Third Age to the then Box Hill Council. It then became imperative for the group to find an adequate site, and in 1992 the Committee of Management discovered that Council were looking for groups interested in using the Former Chapel of St Joseph building. Local Council was eager for community groups to utilise the space, and allowed the University of the Third Age and other organisations to use it rent free. The building is also used as a community hall (reflective of the current sign at the front of the building ‘Strabane Avenue Hall’), and is available for hire in both a community and commercial capacity. An informal church service is also held on Sunday afternoons. 
Philip Goad has described the Former Chapel of St Joseph as ‘one of the pivotal buildings of the 1970s, and also one of the most hotly debated for the bombshells this building aimed at conventional architectural taste’. According to Goad the materials and architecture are ‘a celebration of the banal…and a rallying cry for the suburbs’.
Construction details
 
Architect name: Edmond & Corrigan (Maggie Edmond and Peter Corrigan)


Architectural style name: Postmodern
Builder name: C.D. Mason Constructions


Construction started date: 1976
Construction ended date: May 1978
VICTORIAN HISTORICAL THEMES
08
Building community life
8.1 
Maintaining spiritual life

8.4
Forming community organisations
09
Shaping cultural and creative life

9.3
Achieving design and artistic distinction
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
The Former Chapel of St Joseph at 27-29 Strabane Avenue, Mont Albert North, is a single storey brick building of modest and domestic scale, but with a complex three dimensional design. Cream brick walls have been set on a red brick base, and the red brick strips and panels used both for the exterior and interior of the building are interspersed with timber framed openings. The curved walls at the front of the building conceal a flat roof behind parapets, and a simple post supported horizontal flat–roofed canopy extends along the eastern wall and partially covers the curved entrance ramp which extends from the patio. A post-supported steel frame extends out of the main body of the building on both sides.
Internally, a steel frame consisting of tubular posts and columns extends across the ceiling and marks out the window bays in the main body of the chapel. This is connected to the two main beams by smaller angled tubular steel struts, suggesting vaulting. This frame is painted blue (a deeper blue than the original light blue), and sits against the red and cream brick panelling and stripes. The internal layout consists of the main space (or nave), enclosed by the curved western wall, and includes the sanctuary (raised platform), the former narthex (front curved foyer room), with ancillary spaces at the rear. A front patio with seating area lies in front of the curved front room, and the sweeping ramp, partially covered by a verandah which also covers the walkway along the eastern side of the building. The ramp extends towards the neighbouring block from where many of the chapel patrons would have come. 
A plaque placed on one of the brick walls near the eastern side verandah close to the door to the original narthex (front curved foyer), and to the right of the current main entrance door, records the dedication and blessing of the chapel. [August 2015]
OBJECTS AND INTERIORS
The Former Chapel of St Joseph was never intended to overtly appear as a religious building. The raised sanctuary platform in the nave (main area) of the building and the external plaque acknowledging the blessing of the chapel are among the few remaining objects which distinguish the Former Chapel of St Joseph as a place of worship. Internally, the blue steel frame set against the red and cream brick panelling and striping pattern is of significance to the building. This central room remains as one large space, allowing the use of this main area as a chapel to be seen. [August 2015]
LANDSCAPES, TREES & GARDENS

The landscape designer for the Former Chapel of St Joseph is noted as Peter Avery. Many of the current trees appear to be the ones originally planted when the building was constructed, and a group of trees planted along the back of the front ramp have been retained. 
A later planting of native trees at the front of the building has been undertaken by the University of the Third Age. Two plaques record this planting. 
ARCHAEOLOGY

N/A
INTEGRITY/INTACTNESS
Overall, the Former Chapel of St Joseph remains largely intact, however some changes have been made to both the interior and exterior of the building.
According to the National Trust of Australia (Victoria), three crosses originally on the site have been removed. These were located 1) on the higher nave wall on the ‘back’ of the building, 2) free-standing at the base of the ramp and 3) adjacent to the steps up to the ‘front’ patio. A second ramp has been added to the eastern side of the building, allowing access from the rear carpark facility. The pews and pulpit in the interior of the building have also been removed, however the raised sanctuary remains.
Paint colours have been altered throughout. These include external hand rails, initially painted yellow, and are now a cream colour. The exterior steel beams have been changed from a light blue to a light brown colour. Historical images suggest that hand rails were added to the ramp at the front of the building at a later stage. Downpipes on the exterior of the building appear to have been replaced. Exterior window frames have also been repainted from a dark colour to a light cream. The main entrance door, located on the eastern side of the building, originally contained two window panels. These window panels have been replaced with horizontal boards and painted cream.
The rear western side of the building initially consisted of toilet facilities, accessible from the outside of the building. These have been incorporated into the building and are now accessible from the interior of the building only. Sympathetic brickwork has been used to infill this portion and windows have been added.
In the interior of the building, the original light blue steel frame has been repainted a darker blue. The original blue carpet has been replaced with burgundy red carpet. An additional room has been formed within the nave, adjacent to the sanctuary. The bottom half of the door is opaque, and the top half is transparent, allowing the brickwork and steel frame to be viewed through the top portion.
Rear rooms were not accessed however it is likely that some alterations have occurred in this area. Historical photographs indicate that openings have been altered.

Although the Former Chapel of St Joseph continues to be used as a community space, and to a lesser extent as a place of worship, it is difficult to discern the use of the building, especially as the three crosses on the exterior have been removed. The only distinguishing feature appears to be the raised sanctuary and the largely intact open space of the main body of the chapel. The original brief for the Former Chapel of St Joseph called for a place not only for worship but also for community use in general. This, and the Postmodern design of the Former Chapel of St Joseph, suggest that the building itself was never designed to be an overt and grand place easily identifiable as a chapel, rather as a place where the community could gather and relax in a familiar environment. [August 2015]
CONDITION
The Former Chapel of St Joseph is in good condition. [August 2015]
COMPARISONS 

The Former Chapel of St Joseph has been compared with places on the VHR in the following categories:

1. Other buildings designed by architects Edmond & Corrigan 
Church of the Resurrection, Keysborough (VHR H2293)
The Church of the Resurrection is located in Keysborough, and is a part of the Keysborough Roman Catholic Parish complex. Completed in 1976, the church was designed by Peter Corrigan of the architectural firm Edmond & Corrigan, instigated by Father Barry Moran. The church is single storey, with a design based on a transverse oval, including bay windows and orange and brown manganese bricks in a design strongly associated with its suburban setting. A flexible open plan allows multiple uses of the space, as a church and also as a hall, including movable furniture designed by the architects, which all lend to the diverse use of the space as a community building. Following the recommendations of the Second Vatican Council to allow a more integrated and community focused approach to church design, the Church of the Resurrection incorporates suburban materials and an adaptable and open space to encourage a more intimate approach to worship. There are also a number of artworks designed specifically for the church, including a stained glass window.

The Church of the Resurrection, Keysborough, is of architectural and historical significance to the State of Victoria. It is architecturally significant as the first example in Victoria of the pluralist architectural thinking of the 1970s, more commonly described as Postmodernism. It is historically significant as a response to the Second Vatican Council recommendations and reforms, reflected in its intimate and adaptable design as well as its residential scale. In 1981 the Resurrection church was awarded the RAIA Victorian Architectural Award in the New Buildings category.
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Church of the Resurrection (VHR H2293)

2. Religious buildings 
Religious Centre Monash University, Clayton (VHR H2188)
The Religious Centre at Monash University, built in 1967-8, was designed by John Mockridge of Melbourne architectural firm Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, devised by Christian and Jewish communities of Melbourne to be a space used by multiple religious groups. The Religious Centre was also informed by reform within the churches, including moves towards liturgical experimentation, greater social relevance and a greater interaction with other religious traditions. The Religious Centre has a circular plan, the base consisting of smaller rooms of dark brick and redwood, with the towering pre-cast concrete slabs with quartz finish above. 

The Religious Centre at Monash University is of architectural, historical, aesthetic and social significance to the state of Victoria. It is of historical significance as the first example of a centre which echoed the early ecumenical movement in Victoria and promoted increased interaction and involvement between different religions. It is architecturally significant as a fine example of a religious building of the 1960s and of the architectural firm Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, which uses a central and circular plan to enable a range of religious needs and promote unity. It is aesthetically significant for its unusual design, and socially significant for its use as a place of worship for a wide range of religions. Peter Corrigan’s second thesis design was for the new religious centre at Monash University in 1965, and his design attracted the interest of Mockridge, Stahle, and Mitchell, who designed the final religious centre for Monash in a simpler circular pattern. The circular design can also be seen as an adaptation of Roy Grounds’ 1950s circular works. 
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Religious Centre Monash University (VHR H2188)

St Michael & St John Catholic Church, Horsham (VHR H2301)
The St Michael & St John Catholic Church in Horsham was built in 1987, designed by Melbourne architect Gregory Burgess, known for his “strong sense of spirit of place and community”, with the design team including David Mayes, Des Cullen, Charles Salter, Peter Weiss, Francesco Timpano and Bill DeBrun. The building comprises overlapping circles of brick, with the northern part of the building being more domestic in scale, incurring references to the local vernacular.

The St Michael & St John Catholic Church in Horsham is of architectural significance to the state of Victoria as one of the most unique and expressionistic church buildings built in the second half of the twentieth century, and as one of the major works of internationally recognised architect Gregory Burgess. It demonstrates the move away from the abstractions of modernism which had dominated architectural thinking from World War II up to the 1970s. 
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St Michael & St John Catholic Church (VHR H2301)
3. Similar Postmodern architectural buildings
Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus, Melton (VHR H2319)
The Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus in Melton consists of low cost Postmodern style school buildings, with the complex completed between 1982-1997. It was designed by architect Normal Day & Associates, with the intention that students would find the school environment as familiar as their homes, with buildings closely related to their suburban context in materials, scale and form. The buildings exhibit a Postmodern architectural style, reminiscent of local vernacular architecture, and are built mostly of bricks in varying colours and patterns.
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Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus (VHR H2319)

VHR Comparisons Summary 
The Church of the Resurrection and the Former Chapel of St Joseph are two pivotal buildings associated with the emergence of Postmodern architecture in Victoria. Both buildings embrace vernacular architecture and use typical suburban materials in community buildings. Although the Church of the Resurrection was completed slightly earlier, the Former Chapel of St Joseph can be seen as a better representation of the consolidation of Edmond & Corrigan’s ideas and architectural style. It has been suggested that the Church of the Resurrection ‘lacks the distillation of influences and aesthetic resolution evident at St Joseph’s Chapel’ (National Trust , 2004). The Former Chapel of St Joseph also won the 2003 RAIA (Victorian Chapter) 25 Year Architectural Award, suggesting its enduring architectural merit.
The Monash Religious Centre was built earlier than the Former Chapel of St Joseph, however it does have associations with Corrigan’s earlier architectural ideas and designs. The circular design of the Monash Religious Centre has also been associated with Roy Grounds, who first used circular plans adopted for a range of building types in the 1950s.
The exploration of brick polychromy, often part of the suburban vernacular, is similar in the Gregory Burgess St Michael & St John Catholic Church in Horsham, as well as Edmond & Corrigan’s earlier religious buildings. There is also a local vernacular treatment, common to Melbourne contextualism (seen also in the 1970s buildings of Edmund & Corrigan such as the Church of the Resurrection). This is particularly notable in the entrance with its small scale, polychrome brickwork, blue columns and verandah. Although built quite a few years after the Former Chapel of St Joseph, the St Michael & St John Catholic Church uses both similar materials and Postmodern architectural style, and can be considered a later response to the emergence of Postmodern architecture. 

The similarities between the Former Chapel of St Joseph and the Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus can be seen in their similar Postmodern design and materials, and their concern with providing a suitable place for their community purpose and context. The Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus consists of multiple buildings and designs, reflecting the time period over which the complex was designed and built.  Philip Goad, in his book Melbourne Architecture, has suggested that architecture during the time the Former Chapel of St Joseph was built was concerned with the environment, the continuation of Brutalism, and as the continuation of modernism. Later the 1970s saw changes in ideas about architecture, and the works of Edmond & Corrigan, Peter Crone, Gregory Burgess and Norman Day celebrated not just function, but the artifice of design. Goad has said that by the 1980s ‘most Melbourne architects had gone postmodern’, suggesting the influence of Edmond & Corrigan on the buildings of the Former Mowbray College Patterson Campus.
COMPARISONS – no heritage controls
1. Buildings designed by Edmond & Corrigan 

Church of St Colman’s, Mortlake

St Colman’s Church, Mortlake was one of Edmond & Corrigan’s first projects. The design was commenced in 1974 and the building was completed in 1976, a few months after the completion of the Church of the Resurrection. The original plan consisted of an oval shape, however the surrounding rural context of Mortlake was an influencing factor in the final design, and the sloping roof and verandah resulted in a design which resembled a local sports pavilion. The hall-like building shape shows links to its use as a community space, and the materials also refer to the suburban feel reminiscent in the Church of the Resurrection and the Former Chapel of St Joseph. The Church of St Colman’s, however, has a larger scale and presence.
Moyne Shire Council’s Planning department have confirmed that at this time (October 2015), the Church of St Colman’s in Mortlake is not protected under a local Heritage Overlays, however identification in a 2013 Heritage Study has indicated that a Heritage Overlay may be pursued following a new heritage study. 
[image: image13.jpg]



Church of St Colman’s
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PROPOSED TEXT FOR THE BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUE 

This 1978 chapel, designed by Edmond & Corrigan, was highly significant in the development of postmodern architecture in Victoria. Reflecting the reforms of the Second Vatican Council it offers an intimate, open and modest space for worship with a focus on the congregation.

ADDITIONAL IMAGES 
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Front view from Strabane Avenue
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Front view, including ramp
Eastern side of building, showing post supported beams which extend out from building
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Eastern side of building to the left, and the back of the ramp (looking towards the street)
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Ramp addition to rear eastern side of building, allowing access from rear carpark
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Rear western side of building
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Western curved wall - post supported beams as shown on eastern side can also be seen extending from building here
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Front and western curved wall, including front patio area
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Interior, facing towards rear of building, showing doors to rear ancillary spaces
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Ceiling, with blue steel interior frame
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Architectural Plans for the Chapel of St Joseph

RMIT: Chapel of Saint Joseph Box Hill ARCH_EC_005451
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Architectural Plans for the Chapel of St Joseph
RMIT: Chapel of Saint Joseph Box Hill ARCH_EC_005415
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The Chapel of St Joseph, by artist Robert Pearce
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That place or object name be included as a Heritage Place in the Victorian Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1995 [Section 32 (1)(a)].
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